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Application to demolish former offices expected in July 

END IN SIGHT FOR 
EYESORE BLOCK 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


AN APPLICATION to demol¬ 
ish an eyesore Dudley of¬ 
fice block is expected with¬ 
in weeks, which would then 
kick-start ambitious plans for 
a multi-million retail develop¬ 
ment. 

The proposals for the Cavendish 
House site have been hit by delays, 
but developers now appear to be ready 
to go ahead with the scheme. 

Dudley Council leader Patrick Harley re¬ 
vealed that he had held discussions with the 
. building’s owners Av- 
| enbury and that a plan¬ 
ning application was 
expected in July. 

The derelict building, 
which has stood empty 
for years on one of the 
major gateways into 
Dudley, overlooks the 
Duncan Edwards Way 
bypass. 

A masterplan for the 
site would see the office 
block bulldozed and re¬ 
placed by a major shop¬ 
ping development. 

Councillor Harley said: “The developers are 
due to put a planning application in in July. 
Once it gets in we can get cracking with get¬ 
ting rid of Cavendish House and redeveloping a 
whole section of the town. 



Cavendish House 


Regeneration 

“The town is desperate for a real injection to 
breathe fresh life into it.” 

He added: “We will be looking to support it. 
Regeneration is what the town is crying out for. 

“We have been waiting for Cavendish House 
to come down for many years.” 

In April Avenbury revealed that it wanted 
an access road connecting the site to Duncan 
Edwards Way to be created before the building 
was knocked down. 

But according to Councillor Harley: “The ac¬ 
cess road will not be a problem. 

“It will allow easy access from the bypass 
onto Hall Street.” 

If the building, off Trindle Road, is knocked 
down it is hoped the area will given a new lease 
of life with homes, restaurants and shops. 

Avenbury bought the former office block for 
£800,000 at a property auction in London in 
2015. 


CALL UP FOR SPECTACULAR ARMED FORCES DAY 



The Lands Girls prepare for Armed Forces Day 2017 at Himley Hall and Park with (from left) Liam Hall, Chad Allmark and Michael Evans 


TWO awarding-winning singers will perform 
a medley of Second World War classics at this 
year’s Armed Forces Day. 

The annual free event to celebrate the work 
and bravery of those who have served or are 
serving in the Armed Forces is at Himley Hall 
on and Park on Sunday from 11am to 5pm. 

The special job of bringing the event to 
a close has been given to The Land Girls, a 
singing duo from Wall Heath, who will per¬ 
form their 1940s songs in the main arena, en¬ 
couraging audience members to sing-along in 
the nostalgic closing performance. 


The annual event, held in association with 
Black Country Housing Group, promises to be 
bigger and better than ever with a fantastic 
line up in store for visitors. 

Topping the bill will be a spitfire flypast by 
the RAF Battle of Britain Flight Memorial 
team at 11.45am and the HM Armed Forces 
Veterans Badge presentation to veterans in 
the afternoon. 

In the main arena, visitors will be wowed 
by the spectacular Beating Retreat, which 
will bring together marching bands, standard 
bearers and serving personnel from the Army, 


Royal Navy and Royal Air Force for a military 
tradition dating back centuries. The arena 
will also host a gun run drill by the Military 
Preparation College for Training, a drill and 
banner display by 347 Dudley Squadron. 

During the day there will be heaps of en¬ 
tertainment throughout the park for all ages. 

The Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Dave 
Tyler, said: “Our Armed Forces Day event is 
one of the largest events in the borough’s cal¬ 
endar and is a great opportunity for people to 
come together and give thanks to those that 
have served in the Armed Forces.” 


THEFT 

Charity takings are 
stolen from gym 

HUNDREDS of pounds of charity dona¬ 
tions have been stolen from a gym. 

Around £500 is thought to have been 
taken from ladies only gym Gymophobics 
on High Street, Halesowen. 

The cash had been donated by mem¬ 
bers for cancer charity Macmillan and Ed¬ 
ward’s Trust, and was kept in money bags 
and envelopes a locker. Some of the cash 
also belonged to the gym. 

Manager Andrea Withers said: “To steal 
from any charity is wrong. It’s pretty low.” 

TRAVELLERS 

Anger as caravan 
convoy parks up 

RESIDENTS pleading for action after 
more than 20 travellers’ caravans 
pitched up on land at Milking Bank in 
Dudley. 

At least 12 vehicles remained on 
the site off Aintree Way on Monday as 
Dudley Council took steps to get them 
moved on. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin called 
for swift action to get the travellers to 
leave after concerns were raised by 
residents. The site is near Milking Bank 
Primary School. 

AUCTION 

Bottoms up! Pub to 
go under the hammer 

A PUB building in Cradley Heath will be of¬ 
fered for sale at an auction in Birmingham 
next month. 

The Five Ways, on Heath High Street, 
has been converted into retail space and 
flats. 

The former pub is due to go under the 
hammer at an SDL Bigwood auction at 
Villa Park on Thursday, July 6, and carries 
a guide price of between £250,000 and 
£275,000. 

The pub was once a busy Cradley Heath 
venue but was left empty before being 
taken over by developers. 


INSIDE 


CARING COUPLE 
WIN HONOURS 
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UGS VINYLS KARNDEAN FLOORING LAMINATE FLOORING REAL WOOD FLOORING 

KARNDEAN DESIGN SHOWROOM 


88/90 Dudley Rd. Sedgley Tel: 01902 883281 

A FAMILY OWNED AND RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 40 YEARS AND COUNTING & 


► We can uplift and remove old carpet 
and will move heavy furniture. 
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Emergency summit called after inferno 


COUNCIL bosses held an emergency meeting with 
West Midlands Fire Service chiefs to discuss safety 
in high-rise blocks following the Grenfell Tower 
blaze in London, in which many have died. 

The service hosted representatives from all 
seven of the local authorities in the West Midlands 
at its Birmingham headquarters to review and dis¬ 
cuss the current arrangements in response to the 
major disaster in Kensington. 

Chief fire officer Phil Loach said there were ‘no 
significant known issues’ with tower blocks in the 
Midlands. 

He said: “We have taken the action of instigating 
a meeting where we invited representatives from 
all the councils across the West Midlands to take 


stock of where we are in our arrangements, to en¬ 
sure we are able to respond to any immediate out¬ 
comes from the Grenfell Tower incident. We want 
to ensure we have maintained the structures that 
allow us to take in any of the medium and long 
term actions that I think we can all reasonably pre¬ 
dict will be an outcome of this event. 

Lessons 

“If there are specific lessons learned to come out 
of this incident, as we consistently and constantly 
do with other incidents, we will take them on board 
and train for them to make sure we maintain that 
status of being the best that we can be. We have a 
really effective emergency response which we hope 


never to use but it is there and we are confident 
our attendance standards and our ability to fight 
the fires is amongst the best in the country. “ 

Mr Loach said there were nearly 1,000 residen¬ 
tial buildings in the West Midlands of four storeys 
or more. “It is vitally important that anyone who 
lives or works in a high-rise building makes sure 
they know their building’s specific escape plan, 
which should be clearly and regularly communi¬ 
cated by the owner or landlord.” 

Dudley Council chief executive Sarah Norman 
said: “We are taking urgent steps to check safety 
systems and the advice we give Dudley tenants.” 

The last major high-rise blaze in the region was 
at Merry Hill Court, Smethwick, in 1990. 


Museum to expand 
after £l0m funding 


HISTORIC buildings will be 
brought back to life after the 
Black Country Living Muse¬ 
um was awarded almost £10 
million to go ahead with a 
major new project. 

The funding has been award¬ 
ed by Heritage Lottery and will 
see the attraction expanded by 
a third with a new 1940 to ‘60s 
town. 

Around 100 jobs are anticipated to 
be created at the museum in Dudley 
and more than 400 during construc¬ 
tion. Iconic buildings will also be 
moved to the site on Tipton Road, 
including West Bromwich Gas Show¬ 
room and Dudley’s Woodside Library. 

Some will be moved brick-by-brick, 
while others, including Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Elephant and Castle pub, which 
was controversially demolished 
around the turn of the century, and 
Lye’s Marsh and Baxter’s Butchers, 
will be recreated by referring to old 
pictures and other archived material. 

Ambitious 

The ambitious scheme will create a 
picture of the post-war region, telling 
the story of the Black Country up to 
the closure of the Baggeridge Coal 
Mine in 1968. A new visitor centre 
and car park and learning centre also 
form part of the plans. 

The funding is a major boost for the 
museum and Black Country tourism 
as a whole. The upgrade is expected 
to attract an extra half a million vis¬ 
itors each year and set it up the mu¬ 
seum for the next 40 years. 

In total the project will cost £21.7m 
and a further bid for funding will be 
submitted next year. If that is suc¬ 
cessful, construction is expected to 
be completed in 2022. The £9.8m 
awarded will allow experts to start 
working on the proposals ahead of 
the next bid for funds. 

Museum chairman Lowell Williams 
said: “We are excited to get started 
on this project, which has been three 
years in the making and kick-starts 
the museum’s masterplan for the 
next 40 years. “ 



West Bromwich gas showroom will be rescued 



Victorian Woodside Library was a gift from the Earl of Dudley 



An artist’s impression showing how the Tipton Road museum’s 1940s to 1960s town will look 


Family get 
refund from 
council after 
care dispute 

A TWO-YEAR long row between Dud¬ 
ley Council and a family over the cost 
of a woman’s dementia care has been 
decided in the relatives’ favour by the 
ombudsman. 

The family had been told by the coun¬ 
cil to pay ‘top-up’ fees or the woman, 
who has not been named, would have to 
be moved to a cheaper care home. 

The authority has now apologised 
and issued a £4,600 refund to the family 
after the ombudsman ruled they were 
treated unfairly. 

It follows an investigation finding that 
the family were given ‘no alternative but 
to pay third-party top-up fees’ for their 
mother’s care. 

The mother, who had vascular demen¬ 
tia, moved into a care home in February 
2015 after the family initially agreed to 
pay £408 a week, including the top-up - 
money relatives can pay if they require 
more expensive care than a council is 
offering. The move was arranged by the 
Dudley and Walsall Mental Health Part¬ 
nership Trust, on behalf of the council 

However, social care experts have said 
families should not be left with the bill 
just because it is more than a council 
is willing to pay. Local authorities are 
expected to offer care homes which are 
affordable if relatives are struggling to 
pay. 

Reassessed 

In November 2015, the family said 
they could no longer afford the £50 
weekly fee and asked for the council’s 
help. The mother’s needs were reas¬ 
sessed, but there was no record of any 
consideration of the affordability of the 
£50 weekly top-up fee, the ombudsman 
said. 

The family complained to the council 
but bosses insisted if they could not af¬ 
ford the £50 top-up, then the vulnerable 
woman would be moved to a cheaper 
home. The aggrieved relatives took the 
case to the ombudsman. 

It concluded the trust, on behalf of 
the council, ‘had not acted in line with 
statutory guidance’ and there was no 
evidence any alternative placement was 
made available which would not need a 
top-up. 

Councillor Nicolas Barlow, council 
cabinet member for adult social care, 
said: “The Local Government Ombuds¬ 
man has issued a report about the coun¬ 
cil’s top-up fee arrangements and has 
made a number of recommendations, 
which we accept. We will implement 
these carefully and have already sin¬ 
cerely apologised to the family involved 
and organised a refund.” 

It's Good Company 
at church concert 

THE Good Company choir will be per¬ 
forming at All Saints’ Church in Sedgley 
next Saturday, July 1. 

Tony Hart, a member of the All 
Saints’ group organising the event, said: 
“I am really looking forward to hearing 
the choir in All Saints’ Church with its 
excellent acoustics.” 

The concert is at 7.30pm. Tickets are 
£8, available by calling 01902 540289. 


Hair & Beauty 


Free Cut and Blow Dry with all colour services 


from £40 




Any 2 for £20.00 
or Any 3 for £30.00 

* Gellux Nails • Pedicure • Facial • Brow Wax • Tint 
► Lash Tint • Under Arm & Brow Wax • 1/2 Leg Wax 


0AP DAYS TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

10% OFF 

ALL PRICE LIST! 


Tel: 01902 886119 s 


Castle Street, Coseley WV14 9DW 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 




24 HOUR SERVICI 


FITTED 


_ WITH 
L. meter 


WE ARE REDUCING OUR PRICES! 

MINIMUM FARE £2.50, UP TO 1 MILE 

1-16 Seater Taxis available 

Fast, friendly and reliable service 

www.fivestardudley.co.uk Email - info@fivestardudley.co.uk. 

01384 232323 / 252525 / 255555 
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Grandfather 
jailed after 
glass used 
in pub fight 

LEWD comments about a barmaid 
triggered violence in a Black Country 
pub and led to a 61-year-old grandfa¬ 
ther being sent to prison. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told that Christopher Massey made 
the remarks at the Fox and Grapes in 
High Street, Pensnett, and they were 
reported back to the barmaid. 

‘Words were exchanged’ between 
her and 61-year-old Massey, who was 
then told by fellow customer Stuart 
Pountney ‘you are not right in the 
head,’ revealed Mr David Swinner- 
ton, prosecuting. The furious defend¬ 
ant smashed a half-full glass into the 
side of Mr Poutney’s face as the pair 
became involved in a scuffle, 

The victim, who had known the 
defendant for around seven years, 
suffered cuts to his face but was not 
seriously injured in the incident on 
January 5. 

Massey later told police he had 
been ‘tipsy’ after downing four pints 
and lashed out following the comment 
from Mr Pountney, who had already 
annoyed him by revealing their earlier 
conversation to the barmaid. 

Mr Jason Pegg, defending, said: 
“What happened was the result of too 
much alcohol being drunk. This was 
an act of stupidity, the consequences 
of which he recognises could have 
been a lot more serious.” 

Massey, of Queen Street, Pensnett, 
who suffers from depression, had a 
previous conviction for assault. 

He was sent to prison for six months 
by Judge Nicholas Webb. 


Teenager in court 
after stabbing 

A TEENAGER from Dudley has been 
charged with attempted murder fol¬ 
lowing a stabbing in Worcester. 

Ethan Bell-Milne, aged 19, of Him- 
ley Street, appeared in court on Fri¬ 
day charged with attempted murder, 
wounding with intent and possession 
of an offensive weapon. It follows the 
stabbing in Worcester on Sunday. 

Bell-Milne appeared during a brief 
hearing at Worcester Magistrates 
Court. 

He is due to appear next at Worces¬ 
ter Crown Court on July 10 and was 
remanded in custody. 

A 33-year-old woman and a 41-year- 
old man, both from Worcester, who 
were arrested on suspicion of aiding 
and abetting attempted murder have 
been released without charge. 

Scouts planning 
a 50 year reunion 

THIRD Sedgley (St Andrew’s) Scout 
group is celebrating its 50th anniver¬ 
sary with a reunion on November 4 at 
St Andrew’s Church, Bilston Street, 
Sedgley. Email 50yearsof3rdsedgely@ 
gmail.com or call 01902 885542. 


Couple celebrate 72 years of 



Charles and Ellen Harris met 80 years ago 


THEY met aged just 10 and 12, as 
youngsters on the country’s water¬ 
ways. Today, more than 80 years on 
and having gone through the upheav¬ 
al of war, Tipton couple Charles and 
Ellen Harris are marking their 72nd 
wedding anniversary. 

The pair met on the canals in 
Gloucester when Mrs Harris’ mother 
moved to the city. Despite losing touch 
and Mr Harris serving in the Second 
World War, the pair found each other 
again years later - and tied the knot 
in the month of VE Day in June 1945. 

The past two years has seen a flurry 


of celebrations for the couple. First 
they marked their platinum anniver¬ 
sary. Then last year, Mr Harris was 
awarded France’s highest military 
honour, the Legion D’Honneur, in 
recognition of the part her played in 
the D-Day landings. Mr Harris, now 
94, landed on Juno Beach in June 
1944 before fighting his way to Le 
Havre with the Royal Engineers. 

After being hit by shrapnel, he was 
treated in England and discharged in 
February 1945. 

Two months later he reunited with 
Mrs Harris, who is now 92. He said: 


marriage 

“I saw her, and she was beautiful. I 
thought, I’ve done alright here.” 

They married at Birmingham Reg¬ 
ister Office and moved to the Black 
Country. 

Mr Harris worked on the railways 
and the couple lived in Bilston, mov¬ 
ing to Tipton in the 1960s, and today 
live in Elizabeth Walk, close to their 
daughter Ann Davies. They also have 
two sons, five grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren. 

Mr Harris said: “I wouldn’t change 
my marriage for the world. We’re both 
still very happy.” 


£200111 Metro link on 
track for green light 


THE £200 MILLION Midland Metro ex¬ 
tension to Brierley Hill is on the verge 
of getting the green light after final 
plans were unveiled to Transport Sec¬ 
retary Chris Grayling. 

West Midlands Mayor Andy Street met with 
Mr Grayling at the Houses of Parliament in 
London on Monday to secure the multi-mil¬ 
lion pound funding for the project which has 
been more than a decade in the making. 

It marks a major step forward for the scheme, 
which will see the tram stop at such popular at¬ 
tractions as Merry Hill shopping centre and Dudley 
Zoo and Castle. 

Mr Street, who presented the Secretary of State 
with a business plan alongside Transport for West 
Midlands managing director Laura Shoaf, said: “It 
is hard to understate just how important this pro¬ 
ject is to the Black Country. 

“The business case shows that for every pound 
invested in this project, it will return £2.50 for the 
local economy. 

“It will align employment, education, health and 
tourism along the corridor, stimulating investment 
in the Black Country and enabling the building of 
50,000 homes and bringing 170 hectares of brown¬ 
field land. 

Passengers 

“It will be important for passengers too. It will 
more than halve journey times from some of the 
stops along the route into central Birmingham. 

“This is the start of the conversation about how 
as a region we can look at new ways of working 
with Government to use new mechanisms of fund¬ 
ing and finance to deliver transformational projects 
like this.” 

The seven-mile line will run along part of the for¬ 
mer South Staffordshire railway from Wednesbury 
to Brierley Hill town centre with 17 stops, includ¬ 
ing at the DY5 Enterprise Zone at the Waterfront, 
Merry Hill shopping centre, Dudley bus station, 
and Castle Hill for the Black Country Living Mu¬ 
seum and Dudley Zoo and Castle. 

Construction on the extension is set to start in 
2019 with the line opening to passengers in 2023. 

Trams will run up to every six minutes during 
busy periods. Other extensions to Wolverhampton 
railway station and the planned high-speed 2 sta¬ 
tion at Curzon Street in Birmingham are also in 
the pipeline. 

The meeting between Mr Street and Mr Grayling 
was welcomed by both of Dudley’s MPs, Dudley 
North Labour MP Ian Austin and Dudley South 
Tory MP Mike Wood. 



Roaring ahead - an artist’s impression of the Midland Metro running past the front of Dudley Zoo 


Liquor store closed by concerned police 


A SHOP in Kingswinford has 
been closed due to police con¬ 
cerns over anti-social behaviour. 

A closure order was brought 
against Liquor World, on Brom¬ 
ley Lane, also known as the Con¬ 
venience Store, after a request 
by police. 

Dudley Council licensing chiefs 
are now due to decide whether 
the shop should stay shut. 

It is an unusual step for police 


to use powers to bring about the 
immediate closure of a business. 

Police said the closure order 
was brought under the Anti-so¬ 
cial Behaviour, Crime and Polic¬ 
ing Act 2014. 

Managers were due to appear 
before a Dudley Council licens¬ 
ing panel this week. 

Police are expected to call for 
the licence to be revoked but the 
council could decide to let the 


shop re-open but with strict con¬ 
ditions on its licence. 

It will be the second time in 
three years the shop has had its 
licence reviewed. 

Liquor World was subject to 
a previous inspection in June 
2014 when licensing committee 
members ruled the designated 
supervisor at the time should be 
removed and conditions added to 
the licence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Leader in 'value 
for money' pledge 

THE new leader of Dudley Council 
has vowed to ‘deliver value for money’ 
for Dudley’s council tax payers. 

Councillor Patrick Harley said he is 
working on an action plan looking at 
delivering services in a different way 
to ‘open up commercial opportunities 
for the council’. 

He said: “Delivering value for 
money to our residents has to be one 
of our top priorities and we are confi¬ 
dent that through a review of procure¬ 
ment activity we can deliver savings. 
A11 councillors will be working to de¬ 
velop our vision for the borough.” 

Beach babes are 
welcome at park 

HIMLEY Beach is returning to the 
Dudley area to bring seaside-style fun 
for toddlers. 

The Under-5s Day in the park 
grounds of Himley Hall on Friday, 
June 23, from 10am to 3pm, will also 
feature baby ballet, a children’s maze 
and fun fair, donkey rides,storytellers, 
face painting and a mini zoo. 

A family ticket is £14 (two adults 
and two children) or £4 each (£2.50 for 
under-2s). Parking is free and dogs are 
not admitted (apart from assistance 
dogs). For more information call the 
hah on (01384) 817817. 

Garden opens to 
help hospice funds 

A COUPLE will be opening their gar¬ 
den to the public to raise money for 
charity on Sunday. 

Ron and Anne Kerr are inviting 
people to look around their garden 
at 20, Waxland Road, Halesowen on 
June 25. 

Their garden features waterfalls 
which cascade over rocks down into 
ponds set within a woodland area. 

Money raised from entrance fees 
and plant sales will be donated to the 
Mary Stevens Hospice. 

Peak behind scenes 
at Ashwood nurseries 

NURSERY owner and RHS Chelsea 
gold medallist John Massey is opening 
his private ‘John’s Garden’ for charity 
at Ashwood Nurseries on July 2. 

It will be open in support of the Na¬ 
tional Trust’s Kinver Edge Centenary 
Appeal. Volunteers from the Kinver 
Edge Committee will be in the garden 
to highlight how the Centenary Ap¬ 
peal will raise funds for the creation 
of a Centenary Pathway on Kinver 
Edge.National Trust. It will open 
from 10am to 4pm, £5 admission. 

Grange Hill House fete 

A RESIDENTIAL home in Halesowen 
is holding its summer fete on Sunday. 

Grange Hill House Residential 
Home at Hunnington, B62 0JJ, holds 
its annual fete on Sunday, June 25, 
from 2 to 4pm. There will be raffle, 
bottle tombola, pony rides, refresh¬ 
ments and live music. 
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Electric Beds 
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YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 


FENSA 


I CALL PHIL 
01384 352535 
07973 114333 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 




Beds 


SOFAS, VINYLS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets : OF CHARGE 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who Just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, welt come to YOU 

We will bring lOOs of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Electric 

Chairs 

£350 


PLUS— 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxonys 

from 

£G.S 


Double 
Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 

£ 245.00 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 
Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
jsarpets from 
sq yd 


instore it* 

We win beat your BIG Superstores 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY1 3TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 


DUDLEY 

SEDGLEY 

GORNAL 

COSELEY 


WOMBOURNE 

HIMLEY 

KINGSWINFORD 

NETHERTON 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 
01902 880341 
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COUNTY NEWS 

zero hours staff 
figure on the up 

THE number of zero hour and agen¬ 
cy contracted workers has more than 
doubled in West Midlands since 2011 
to 168,000, says the GMB union. 

The findings come as the union re¬ 
veals that up to a third of the work¬ 
force is in ‘precarious employment’. 

Joe Morgan, GMB Regional Secre¬ 
tary said: “Here on our own doorstep 
in the West Midlands we are witness¬ 
ing an epidemic of precarious work. 
Hundreds of thousands go to work 
either not knowing their hours, if 
they’ll be able to pay the bills, or what 
their long term prospects are.” 

Comedian Duncan 
chased back home 

TV comic Duncan Norvelle, whose 
catchphrase is ‘chase me’, is the star 
of a charity evening to support the 
Stroke Association. 

Midlands-born Duncan was told he 
would never walk or talk again after 
being paralysed on his left side follow¬ 
ing a stroke five years ago. Organiser 
Katherine Yates, from Brownhills, in¬ 
terviewed the comic on a radio show. 

A Variety Evening with Duncan 
Norvelle and Friends is at Solihull’s 
Land Rover Sports on September 15. 
Tickets are £10 (in advance) from lan 
droversc.co.uk website. 

Karate success for 
sixth form student 

A STUDENT has taken gold in the 
British Karate Federation Home Na¬ 
tions. Lewis Bradbury, sixth form 
student at Q3 Academy in Great Barr, 
was awarded the medal in the Under 
21 Male Kumite Category at the com¬ 
petition held on May 27 and 28. 

He came up against some strong 
fighters, but defeated them all to take 
gold. Lewis is in the middle of his final 
A-Level exams and has got an uncon¬ 
ditional offer to study psychology at 
Coventry University in September. 

Dragonboats' den 
is at Brindleyplace 

BUSINESSES from across the West 
Midlands are getting ready to take 
to the canals of Birmingham to play 
a part in the biggest Brindleyplace 
Dragonboat Race to date. 

Sponsored by Deutsche Bank and 
now in its 18th year, the annual fund¬ 
raiser will be aiming to raise more 
than £100,000 in aid of Cure Leukae¬ 
mia’s £1 million Centre Appeal. 

Thousands watch the races from 
Gas Street Basin to the Barclaycard 
Arena. See www.brindleyplace.com. 

Weston time for tea 

AFTERNOON tea experiences are on 
offer at Weston Park this summer. 

Three experiences will take place 
on August 8, 9 and 10 and be served 
in the Victorian Orangery. A Taste 
of Summer is £27.50 per person, or 
£33.50 per person with a glass of Pro¬ 
secco and includes admission. 


Police initiative on domestic abuse 


A PILOT scheme aimed at supporting 
children living with domestic abuse 
has been launched in the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

The project - part of a national 
campaign entitled Operation Encom¬ 
pass - sees police working closely with 
schools. Officers can relay details of 
overnight incidents to teachers before 
school gates open the next morning. 

It means teachers are better pre¬ 


pared to offer emotional and psycho¬ 
logical support for pupils who may 
have witnessed domestic abuse at 
home just hours earlier. 

Dudley’s Chief Inspector Sally 
Holmes said: “It’s really important 
this kind of information is fed into 
schools quickly as it means teachers 
can make decisions in the knowledge 
that a child may be particularly vul¬ 
nerable at that time. 


“It could be that a child who’s wit¬ 
nessed a fight between their parents 
turns up late for school the next day, 
forgets their homework, isn’t dressed 
in the correct uniform or is displaying 
challenging behaviour. 

“Teachers might be at a loss to un¬ 
derstand their behaviour. This initi¬ 
ative seeks to provide teachers with 
the context of that behaviour thereby 
enabling them to provide the most 


informed and supportive response to 
the child’s needs. 

“I’m confident this move will get 
early support and intervention to 
vulnerable children when they need 
it most.” 

In the last 12 months - from April 
30, 2016 to May 29 this year - there 
were 1,823 domestic abuse reports at 
addresses in Dudley where children 
live 


Great and good are 
awarded in honours 


Report by Simon Stone 


UNSUNG heroes from the 
Black Country were among 
the great and the good recog¬ 
nised in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list. 

Volunteers and charity work¬ 
ers feature alongside more fa¬ 
mous recipients, including Bear¬ 
wood-raised Julie Walters. The 
Mamma Mia! and Harry Potter 
actress was made a Dame. 

A British Empire Medal (BEM) 
went to 80-year-old Marianne Diller 
for services to the community in Hale¬ 
sowen. Mrs Diller has been chair of the 
Friends of Leasowes Park group since 
its inception in 1999. 

She said: “It means a great deal to 
me and it was a lovely surprise. 

“I feel very honoured to have been 
given it and happy to accept it on be¬ 
half of all the people who do voluntary 
work throughout Dudley and particu¬ 
larly for people who help and volunteer 
with the Friends of Leasowes. 

“The park is so beautiful and so im¬ 
portant for the area - it’s well worth 
fighting its cause on all sides.” 

Birthday 

There was an extra special birthday 
gift for Jenny Jones, founder and man¬ 
ager of Inspired Foundations, who has 
been given an MBE (Member of the 
Order of the British Empire) for ser¬ 
vices to adoption. 

Jenny, from Dudley, was named in 
the honours list on the day she cele¬ 
brated her 37th birthday. She said: “I 
feel so honoured someone has taken 
the time to sit down and fill out an ap¬ 
plication form to put me forward. It’s 
very weird but an amazing feeling.” 

Tipton couple Martin and Barbara 
Hale who have cared for more than 100 
foster children over two decades were 
awarded MBEs. 

The couple, who used to live in Dud¬ 
ley. have cared for 126 children since 
signing up as foster parents back in 
1996. Mrs Hale, 64, said they were 
‘overjoyed’ to be recognised for their 
efforts. 

Janice Boswell, 74, from Bel- 
broughton, has also been named as an 
MBE for voluntary service and services 
to the community in Bromsgrove.. 



MBEs for foster carers Martin and Barbara Hale, who have given a home to more than 120 children 



Dame Julie Walters, rewarded for services to drama Jenny Jones, learned of her MBE on her birthday 


Dangerous 
driver ran 
red lights in 
police chase 

A RECKLESS teenager from Quarry 
Bank led police on a car chase in Dud¬ 
ley, driving on the wrong side of the 
road and running red lights. 

Liam Pether, who was seen speed¬ 
ing in a VW Polo, did not have a 
driving licence or insurance, a judge 
heard. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard how the 18-year-old caught 
the attention of officers in Peartree 
Lane, Netherton, driving at speed at 
1.45am. The officers followed him. 

During the chase, in April, he drove 
on the opposite side of the road - forc¬ 
ing a taxi driver to swerve to avoid 
him - and also went the wrong way 
around a roundabout and ignored red 
lights. 

Pether then abandoned the car and 
took off on foot but was caught when 
he was tracked by a police helicopter 
using body heat detection cameras. 

Judge Amjad Nawaz said it was 
only due to ‘good fortune’ that Pether 
avoided injuring himself or other road 
users. He was sentenced to 16 months 
in a young offenders institution by the 
judge last week 

Judge Nawaz told Pether: “You 
showed a complete disregard for an¬ 
ybody on the road.” 

Pether, of Coppice Lane, Quarry 
Bank, was also sentenced for burglary 
at a house in March, while the occu¬ 
pants were away on holiday. During 
that raid computers worth around 
£1,500 had been stolen. 

Pether pleaded guilty to dangerous 
driving and burglary. 

Flats on way to 
land near station 

A TOTAL of 10 flats are set to be built 
on empty scrubland in Old Hill. 

The homes are earmarked for a site 
on Beauty Bank Road, near to Old 
Hill railway station. 

The site is currently vacant, except 
for a dense covering of shrubs and 
trees. 

Six two-bedroom and four one-bed- 
room apartments are proposed to be 
built over two floors on the site. 

Lordswood Construction have sub¬ 
mitted the application to build the 
homes and have stated that the pro¬ 
posal ‘would bring many benefits to 
the site and drastically improve the 
appearance of the currently vacant 
and redundant plot’. 

Planning bosses will be discussing 
the application this summer. 

Pub is entertaining 
at cancer charity night 

AN entertainment evening in aid of 
charity will be held at a Dudley pub. 

The Caves Bar and Grill, in Wrens 
Hill Road, hosts the night in aid of 
Macmillian Cancer Support on July 
22 from 7pm. Donations will be ac¬ 
cepted for admission. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 


Cloudy2Clear 


GUARANTEE All 

ZQ 

Customers That An 


Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer 

^1, 

Than 20 MINS!!! 


99 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f >0 
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Roads will 
close for 
the Black 
Country run 

TEMPORARY road closures will be 
put in place for a major fun run, or¬ 
ganisers have announced. 

The sixth annual Black Country 
Run will take place on Sunday, July 2, 
with thousands expected to take part. 

Roads that will be closed from 6am 
until 1pm are Pool Road, Great Corn- 
bow, Rumbow, Birmingham Street, 
Birmingham Road and Hagley Road 
(section between Queensway rounda¬ 
bout and Hagley Street only). Other 
roads to be closed from 9am until 
11am are Dogkennel Lane, Sum¬ 
mer Hill (between Hagley Road and 
Queens way), Summer Hill (between 
Dogkennel Lane and Powell Street), 
Waxland Road and Broadway Avenue. 

Alternative routes will for the 
town centre closures will be New 
Road, High Street, Queensway and 
Bromsgrove Street. 

Motorists are advised to use Black¬ 
berry Lane, Hagley Road, Huntlands 
Road, Blakedown Road, Pershore 
Road and vice-versa. Access to front¬ 
ages will be maintained. 

The run will offer a variety of com¬ 
petitive and non-competitive catego¬ 
ries for runners of different abilities 
to take part in. It has been organised 
by the Rotary Club of Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis. 

Organiser and Rotarian Alan 
Bowler said: “We want people to 
come along and enjoy themselves, get 
fit and raise money for charity. Last 
year we had around 1,200 people take 
part so hopefully we can get the same 
number again.” 

Visit www.theblackcountryrun.com 


Disruption due as 
roadworks start 

DRIVERS in Cradley Heath will face 
almost a month of disruption due to 
roadworks which started this week. 

Forge Lane will have 24 hour sig¬ 
nals in place until July 11. 

Ward councillor Julie Webb said: 
“Forge Lane is a very busy road and 
it’s a main route that people use to 
get to Merry Hill. I believe they’re 
putting in the utilities for nearby new 
housing.” 

Drivers previously faced roadworks 
due to resurfacing in April. 

Lower High Street and Chester 
Road will also have signals whilst 
Western Power Distribution conduct 
work from July 3 to July 11. 

The road has recently had a red 
route introduced, costing £4,000, to 
tackle nuisance parking. 

Racecourse voted 
best in Midlands 

WOLVERHAMPTON racecourse has 
been voted the best small racecourse 
in the Midlands. Members of the 
Racegoers Club, the official support¬ 
ers club for British Racing fans, voted 
for the racecourse at Dunstall Park. 


Delight as stolen pug Herbie is found 



Herbie is back with his owners now 


A PEDIGREE pug stolen from a 
house in Coven has been reunited 
with his owners in Hagley. 

Herbie was stolen at the end of May 
from the home of the parents of Her¬ 
bie’s owner. Rachael Wootton, when 
she and her husband Alex were on 
holiday in Marbella. 

Burglars broke a heavily padlocked 
gate to the side of Rachael’s parents’ 
house near Wolverhampton before 
smashing through a pane of glass in 
the conservatory, and then totally 
removed the back kitchen window to 
get access. 


The family feared they would never 
see the prized pooch again but then 
Herbie was handed into a vet’s in 
Somerset and has since been reunited 
with Rachael and Alex. 

A post of Facebook says: “It’s true 
Herbie is home!!! He’s been checked 
over by the vet and he is okay. Thank 
you so much to each and everyone of 
you who have taken the time to sup¬ 
port us and help Herbie find his way 
home. 

“We could not have done it without 
you. We’re off for Herbie cuddles! Big 
hugs to you all.” 


Herbie’s return comes as it was re¬ 
vealed that around found five dogs are 
being stolen every day across the UK. 

Research by pet insurance at Direct 
Line showed a 19 per cent rise of the 
number of dogs stolen in 2016 com¬ 
pared to 2014, when 1,774 dogs were 
reported stolen compared with 1,491. 

The Staffordshire Bull Terrier was 
the most stolen breed of dog, with 634 
thefts - making up 42 per cent of the 
total. Breeds such as miniature pugs 
and chihuahuas, that are popular 
with celebrities, have also been tar¬ 
geted by thieves. 


'Outstanding' college 
is now one of the best 



Dudley College’s Advance campus, a major part part of the town centre Learning Quarter 


DUDLEY College of Technology has 
been rated as outstanding by Ofsted 
- putting it among the very best in the 
country. 

The grading represents a turnaround in 
fortunes at Dudley College, a decade on from 
being rated inadequate. 

It is the first time it has been given the highest 
rating by the education watchdog, with the college 
scoring top marks in seven out of eight categories. 

Principal Lowell Williams, who has overseen the 
rise in standards, said the recognition marked the 
completion of a ‘difficult journey’. 

From suffering a long period of decline during 
the last decade, the college now rivals many of the 
best in the UK. 

Mr Williams took over in 2008 and brought in 
wholesale changes that has made the college one of 
the most improved in the country. 

The college has embarked on a huge modernising 
drive in recent years, with the expansion of cam¬ 
puses and the building of Dudley Sixth on Ednam 
Road. 

The last five years have been particularly re¬ 
markable for the college. In 2012 it completed and 
opened the first two phases of the Dudley Learning 
Quarter and in April 2015 opened Dudley Advance 
I, specialist centre for Advanced Manufacturing 
and Engineering Technology. Work has been tak¬ 
ing place on Advance II. 

Education bosses are also planning a £30 million 
university and technical campus for the town. 

The college is only one of a handful in the coun¬ 
try to be rated as outstanding and the first this 
year. 

Ofsted praised ‘outstanding teaching’ and a cur¬ 
riculum that ‘anticipates regional and national 
need, leading to highly appropriate training path¬ 
ways for learners and apprentices’. 

Strategy 

Mr Williams said: “Our journey from ‘requires 
improvement’ to ‘outstanding’ has not been easy. 

“It has been a long and difficult road but one that 
staff and students have travelled together. 

“We developed early on a very clear and aspi- 
rational strategy for the college, but the real key 
to our success has been our passionate and high¬ 
ly-motivated staff who have genuinely learned how 
to pull together as a team. 

“We have relentlessly focused on outstanding 
teaching and learning and the progress and pro¬ 
gression of our learners.” 

The college was rated as outstanding in seven 


out of eight areas, including teaching, effectiveness 
of leadership and management and outcomes for 
students, with the other category - provision for 
students with high needs - rated as good. 

Mr Williams said: “When I joined the college 
there was a frustrating sense that Dudley’s best 
days were gone, that nothing new and aspirational 
could ever be achieved in Dudley and that the ed¬ 
ucational attainment of Dudley young people and 
adults would always lag behind their counterparts 
elsewhere in the country. 

“But there’s absolutely nothing wrong with the 
ability of young people and adults in the Black 
Country. Quite the opposite, in fact. 

“The staff and students of Dudley College of 
Technology have proved that with the right sup¬ 


port and challenge they can be the best in the coun¬ 
try in whatever they chose to do.” 

Meanwhile, education leaders are making plans 
for the University Centre Dudley (UCD), to provide 
advanced skills training in technology. The site is 
on Tipton Road, next to the proposed Very Light 
Rail Innovation Centre at the bottom of Castle Hill. 

Mr Williams said the development of the UCD 
would create a university technical park, providing 
a route for further training from the college’s Ad¬ 
vance I and Advance II centres. 

Earlier this year he said: “UCD is a logical devel¬ 
opment. It will provide significant further invest¬ 
ment in those all-important high level technical 
skills needed in our regional economy.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Public invited to 
health group AGM 

DUDLEY Clinical Commissioning 
Group is inviting members of the 
public to attend its annual general 
meeting. 

The meeting takes place in Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall, Bank Street, on July 
6 at 6.30pm. 

The group’s annual report for 2016- 
2017 will be available and there will 
be a series of short presentations on 
developments during the year. 

People planning to attend should 
confirm attendance by June 30 
on 01384 323602 or e-mail Maria. 
Prosser@dudleyccg.nhs.uk 

Glassworks site 
set for new flats 

A BUILDING that was once part of a 
historic glassworks could be convert¬ 
ed into flats after a planning appli¬ 
cation has been submitted to Dudley 
Council. 

The site on the Bridge Trading Cen¬ 
tre, High Street, Wordsley, which was 
most recently used as offices, would 
become nine flats, under the plans. 

The building is a surviving part of 
the old Wordsley Flint Glassworks, 
which was built in the late 18th cen¬ 
tury. 

The plans will go before Dudley 
planners this summer. 

Church 24-hour 
prayer marathon 

CHURCH members are being invited 
to a 24-hour prayer event. 

People are asked to sign up to fill 
one-hour slots, or more, so that St 
John’s Church in Leys Road, Brierley 
Hill, can pray around the clock from 
8am on Thursday, June 29, until 8am 
the following day. 

Prayer stations, music and art ma¬ 
terials will be provided and volunteers 
will be encouraged to pray in a way 
they find helpful and familiar but also 
to try new ways of praying. 

Advocacy charity in 
plea for more helpers 

A CHARITY that supports vulnerable 
adults in the Black Country is in need 
of more volunteers. 

Dudley Advocacy needs support to 
help people with learning disabilities. 

The group works alongside vulner¬ 
able people and ensures that their 
voices are heard. Volunteer advocates 
support people on a one-to-one basis. 

For more information call (01384) 
456877 or send an email to info@ 
dudleyadvocacy.org 

Nordic walking session 

WOMEN are being welcomed to take 
part in a free Nordic walking session 
to mark Women’s Sport Week. It will 
be held at Himley Park, with all equip¬ 
ment provided by West Midlands Nor¬ 
dic Walking club, today (Thursday) at 
6.15pm. To book call the organiser, 
Michael Horton, on 07826 122 887. 


BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE<^^^ 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


life/lyle Window/ 


“Tiad/men not fale/men" 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 


QB 

M 


• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 


Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients, communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 

S -\ 

COPY 
DENTURES 

V_ 


new 

DENTURES 


c -\ 

c -\ 

NATURAL 

DENTURE 

LOOKING 

REPAIR 

v_y 

V_/ 


Providing a professional, personal 
& discreet service. Patient 
satisfaction is our highest priority 



CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION rvgv 

c&>am^ 01384 468 648jim 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX AVAILABLE | 


Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Voting’s over, but not the fall-out as politicians wait 


Fire horror 

shows 

best 

and worst 

THERE are some things words alone can 
never convey. Even the harrowing pic¬ 
tures from the Grenfell Tower block fire 
do not really capture the enormity of what 
happened. One night people were going 
about their normal business, maybe pre¬ 
paring for work the following day. Then, 
iittle more than an hour later, they died 
the most awful of deaths. 

An advert for a flat on the 18th floor 
was still on the internet last week, waxing 
lyrical about the block’s recent refurbish¬ 
ment, and portraying it as a stylish, desir¬ 
able place to live. It said the flat had now 
been let. I wonder what happened to the 
poor tenant. 

We should remember that such dis¬ 
asters are few and far between, but that 
will not stop thousands of people who 
live in similar blocks across the country 
wondering how safe their homes are. And 
how many of us will be looking carefully 
at the fire exits when we take our holidays 
in multi-storey hotels this year? 

The tragedy has also brought out both 
the best and the worst in humanity. One 
the one hand we have seen the heroism 
of the firefighters running into the build¬ 
ing, knowing full well that their lives were 
at risk. And the community, which rallied 
round so quickly and so generously to 
help. Not forgetting England footballer 
Ryan Bertrand, who out of his own pock¬ 
et has offered to help some of those dis¬ 
placed by the fire. 

Then, on the other hand, there is the 
woman who decided to take a few self- 
ies with the burning building in the back¬ 
ground. Perhaps we should cut her a bit 
of slack, as she doesn’t sound the sharp¬ 
est tool in the box. 

What is distasteful, though, is that while 
the fire crews were searching for bodies, 
the usual suspects found it impossible to 
resist scoring a few cheap points. 

On the one side, there are the shrill voic¬ 
es scenting blood, seizing the chance to 
turn it into some sort of class war and pin 
blame on the beleaguered prime minister. 
People like spoiled little rich girl Lily Allen, 
who was making all sorts of outrageous 
claims while the fire was still burning. 

Then, at the other end of the spectrum, 
there are the mean-spirited racists whose 
main concern appears to be the nation¬ 
alities of the victims, and why they had 
been given council flats. 

Certainly, the Grenfell fire raises many 
extremely uncomfortable questions, not 
least about the renovation works, the 
claims by residents about fire safety that 
were ignored, and why it was deemed 
more important to spend millions of 
pounds on cosmetic refurbishment than 
installing a sprinkler system. A lot of peo¬ 
ple will have a lot of difficult questions to 
answer. 

But this probing needs to be handled 
with forensic detail, tact, sensitivity and 
impartiality. 

Something tells me Lily Allen is proba¬ 
bly not the best person to do that. 



The game’s afoot, Watson - as cobwebs 
unlock a mystery for Peter on holiday 


Too soon? Jezza says he’s ready for another 
election, good time to go on your hols... 


Not soon enough - Boris’s Prime Ministerial 
ambitions could be just what Labour needs 


Could Bo-Jo hand 
Jez key to No 10? 


BEER, Devon: At 10am yesterday it was too hot 
to sit on the beach here in Beer. Exactly one 
week ago, we had to light a coal fire to get our 
house warm. In weather terms, bizarre is be¬ 
coming the new normal. 

GREAT excitement at our holiday cottage, 
for we have become a crime scene. Just be¬ 
fore we arrived at the cottage someone used a 
crowbar to break into the utility shed in the back 
yard. The security bloke from the rental com¬ 
pany gave it a thorough going-over. He pointed 
out, detective-like, that the door lock was full of 
cobwebs, so obviously no key had been used, 
and the bolt was in the unlocked position. So 
we have a would-be burglar using a crowbar to 
force open a door which was already unlocked. 
Puzzling, eh? 

IN truth, this crime is a mystery only because 
generations of cop dramas have led us to be¬ 
lieve that criminals are brilliant strategists and 
crimes are complex and meticulously planned. 
What fiendish conspiracy is afoot here, Wat¬ 
son? The reality? It is that most burglars are 
not bright. They tend to be village idiots with a 
headful of dope and a bellyful of booze, too dim 
even to try the door before using the crowbar. 
Over to you, Sherlock. 

WHEREVER you go in this varied and tribal 
United Kingdom of ours, some things remain 
constant. Like the eagerness of the authorities 
to develop their own variations on the Eng¬ 
lish language. For instance, take this official¬ 
dom-cobblers from Cornwall Fire and Rescue 
Service describing a recent blaze: “Firefighters 
from Helston, Tolvaddon and Mullion have been 
dealing with a fully-involved property fire. At the 
height of the incident it was sectorised into two 
sectors.” 

PERFECT Med-blue skies from dawn to dusk. 


THE BEST OF + , 

The idyll is spoiled only by the constant whin¬ 
ing of what sounds like a particularly annoying 
lawnmower suspended in the heavens. Turns 
out to be a microlight. One man’s amusement is 
a thousand families’ irritation. 

AFTER the nightmarish fire in Kensington, the 
focus of most comment seems to be on how 
the fire spread up Grenfell Tower, with the new 
cladding allegedly acting like an external chim¬ 
ney and turning the building into something re¬ 
sembling a blast furnace. But there is another 
issue which must today be haunting anyone liv¬ 
ing in any sort of high-rise block, whether fitted 
with cladding or not. Assuming this fire began 
in one of the apartments, how could it possibly 
have escaped from what is essentially a sealed 
concrete box? The exterior finish of Grenfell 
Tower may be a key factor in this disaster but 
was there also an issue right at the heart of the 
building? 

IN these days of computer-generated text 
and spell-checkers, a reader asks how can it be 
that a van dealer in Wolverhampton has paid for 
the following to be professionally painted on the 
rear of its vehicles: “Take advantage of our price 
guranratee.” 

JEREMY Corbyn insists he’s ready to fight 
another election. He must be the only person in 
the UK who is. 

AND before we start sharpening the pencils 
for the polling stations yet again, are we even 
convinced that Corbyn genuinely wants to be 


prime minister? He has been the eternal urban 
revolutionary with a 40-year career of carping 
and criticising other people’s policies from the 
safety of the the backbenches. If he became 
PM, approaching his 70th year, he’d suddenly 
be responsible for all sorts of things. I bet he’d 
run a mile from a career change like that. 

LABOUR’S best hope of taking power will 
come if the Tories are daft enough to elect Boris 
Johnson as their leader. Corbyn may have a few 
skeletons in his cupboard but Johnson’s is one 
massive, heaving, bone-packed ossuary. 

MEANWHILE, as Downing Street insists the 
DUP will not demand any special favours for 
supporting Theresa May’s government with a 
wafer-thin majority, the Department of Transport 
unveils plans for B2BB, the £48 billion Belfast to 
Blackpool Bridge. 

ACCORDING to something called the British 
Nutrition Foundation, children are hopelessly 
confused about where their food comes from. 
Nearly a third of kids aged between five and 
seven thought cheese came from a plant and 
some thought fish fingers were made of chick¬ 
en. I’m not sure how much this matters. Until 
I was seven I believed cats were female dogs. 
Never did me any harm. 

I WROTE some days ago about new research 
showing that being married is good for your 
health. Yesterday, on the cliff path from Beer to 
Branscombe, we met a man and his wife. He 
was wearing yellow shoes and white socks, 
as though he had a large egg on each foot. I 
thought spouses were supposed to stop that 
sort of thing. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Homing in 
on many 
of today’s 
problems 

IT’S always difficult, I suppose to create 
new buildings which bring with them lon¬ 
gevity as far as their style is concerned. 

We have all heard the raging arguments 
concerning the Birmingham Library, from 
a Spyro Gyro accident, to being 1 a state¬ 
ment of both civic importance and friend¬ 
liness’. Or how about the Selfridges store 
in Brum, Walsall’s New Art Gallery, or 
Wolverhampton’s spectacular Wishbone 
Bridge for the Metro, or the relatively new 
bus station? 

All very worthy and notable out-there 
designs to create a reaction, good or bad, 
and everyone is entitled to have their say. 

So what about closer to home - literal¬ 
ly? New houses, or at least the concept 
of new houses, seems to derive from a 
hotch-potch of 1970s boxy minimalism 
and traditionalist red-brick yearnings for 
when houses were part of a proper com¬ 
munity. 

Having a gander around housing es¬ 
tates which seem to be cropping up all 
over the place, there seems to be no soul 
any more. Things just appear to be too 
clever, too sensible and too detached 
from people actually connecting. 

Before the cul-de-sacs there were 
proper streets with front doors next to 
each other and people actually chatting 
to their neighbours. 

It still goes on in some parts of our re¬ 
gion, I know, amazing, actual conversa¬ 
tion. Not being the most outgoing person 
in the world, it took me nearly 13 years 
to actually converse with my next-door 
neighbour in a previous abode. And this 
seems to be more and more the norm 
these days. 

Meanwhile, everything now seems to 
be a statement. A statement of standing 
in society - the big 4x4 car on the drive; a 
statement of fashion and coolness - the 
new Minis which seem to be everywhere 
on our roads. And then comes the hous¬ 
es: steps for no apparent reason; three 
floors; garages which aren’t actually big 
enough to fit any kind of four-wheeled 
vehicle inside; and gardens, which these 
days, if they are big enough to swing an 
actual cat around, boy, you know you’ve 
really made it! 

It’s no wonder we’re a nation of ever-in- 
creasing stressed-out individuals, as we 
all practically live on top of each other, 
and despise each other into the bargain! 

We hear all the older generation’s tales 
of popping round each other’s house for 
a cup of tea and never shutting the front 
door - well, those days seem long gone, 
which is a real shame. 

So, perhaps it’s time to go back to an 
era when there wasn’t so much emphasis 
placed on square footage (estate agents 
please note!), and as we enter a period 
of society’s existence when there may be 
more time available for people to be at 
home, shouldn’t that actually be some¬ 
where we actually enjoy being - not only 
as individuals, but as communities again? 

GRAEME ANDREW 



'Free estimating and planning 
'Trusted reputation 
'Low cost with minimal hassle 
and disruption 

I^^Drearr^oor^^^ 

26 Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 


01384 375 224 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 

dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your WiL 

oni,£90.00 (no VAT to pay 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, j 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to j 

A home visit at a convenient til 

For information and appointmer\ f call^ 

0845 678 701 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianshiprusts 

Members of the SockTy of Will Writers 

Goodwills i 





c&t 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
►Jwfficandtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 

10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 

EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 















































Hedgehogs facing a new threat 

WE love hedgehogs. Hedgehogs are facing DEFRA that states that the traps will be 
extinction. So why have hedgehog traps laid in such a way that hedgehogs can’t 
been brought into this country from New get into them. Really! And who is going to 
Zealand? officiate over every trap to make sure that 

Hedgehogs are considered vermin in that hedgehogs cannot obtain entry? 
country because they eat the eggs of ground If a hedgehog wants to get anywhere at 
nesting birds. So does lots of other animals all, he will get there, they are very deter- 
and birds. They have been brought here to mined little animals and that is why he gets 
kill animals that eat the eggs of pheasants himself into so much trouble. We are losing 
and partridge bred for shooting parties. our beloved spiky friend, these traps will be 
I have raised concerns with my MP that the nail in his coffin, 
these traps are designed to kill hedgehogs JOAN LOCKLEY 
and, in his reply, he included a reply from West Midlands Hedgehog Rescue 

Number plate LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


camera will 
cause trouble 

ALAS Robert Hill has no 
appreciation of the distress 
the introduction of number 
plate cameras to Asda Sedg- 
ley will bring. 

Community organisa¬ 
tions around the car park 
have grown in response to 
the needs of the community 
and rely upon unrestricted 
parking there for their ser¬ 
vice users. They have very 
little parking of their own. 
Most users will visit the 
store as part of their visit, as 
they did when it was owned 
by Co-op and, before that, 
Safeway. 

Regular community activ¬ 
ities, many involving the el¬ 
derly and disabled, last more 
than two hours and fines for 
overstay will hit the careless 
and unwary. Users have no 
redress in store, leading to 
angry confrontations and 
abuse for Asda staff. 

I’m glad Mr Hill has 100 
percent confidence in the 
technology, alas the inter¬ 
net is full of stories where 
cameras have malfunc¬ 
tioned, particularly when 
users have used the car park 
twice in a day. 

MARTIN JONES 
Sedgley 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


I SENT an email to Dudley 
Council informing and ask¬ 
ing when maintenance is 
going to be carried out on 
the artwork on the traffic 
islands on Dudley Southern 
Bypass (now Duncan Ed¬ 
wards Way). My email, in 
particular, was referring to 
the traffic island at Cinder 
Bank. There is the work¬ 
man with his shovel and 
at the rear, there are the 
three large triangular steels 
which are now asking for 
paint, and a tripod with a 
flame on the top. 

A spokesman stated that 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


the problem with these art¬ 
works is the local authority 
gets the funding to erect 
them but there is no budget 
to maintain any of them. 

These artworks have been 
up 20 years and never had 
any maintenance. So what’s 
going to happen? Is the 
council going to let them 
rust up? It doesn’t show vis¬ 
itors to the area a very good 
impression. This may also 
apply to the island where 
the cannons are. What are 
Dudley Council going to do? 

BOB WHITEHOUSE 
Kingswinford 


Invest in the 
future of our 
youngsters 

VERY impressed with in¬ 
coming Mayor Andy Street 
and his early focus on doing 
something about homeless¬ 
ness. 

It’s shocking to see home¬ 
lessness growing in the city 
centre and even in smaller 
towns like Stourbridge. 

Support for under-25s has 
been cut back too far, and 
those without the help of 
family can find themselves 
in trouble very quickly. 

It’s all very well having 
nice shiny new buildings in 
the city, but if the streets are 
full of the homeless young, 
it makes the West Midlands 
a much less attractive place 
to live and invest into. 

The young are our future 
and we should invest in 
them. 

IAN FLYNN 

Amblecote 

Drug users 
on the streets 

THE reaction of readers to 
my recent letter suggesting 
that the unnecessarily large 
number of homeless on our 
streets is, in many cases, a 
question of choice, clearly 
indicates that your cor¬ 
respondents are unaware 
of the results of a Radio 4 
survey among the ‘home¬ 
less’ of Nottingham, which 
showed that in excess of 90 
per cent of people living on 
the streets were regularly 
taking drugs. 

This reinforces my asser¬ 
tion that they are in receipt 
of benefits andthey choose 
to spend it on consuming 
this muck rather than on a 
night in a hostel. 

B WILLIAMS 
Wordsley 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Will highway art 
be left to rust? 


BORSHCH 


PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
DY2 0QU* 01384 571 879 

Gas & Electrical Superstore Open: Mon - Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 




Cooking 

u 

Laundry 


RANGE COOKERS SINGLE OVENS 


GAS COOKERS 


TUMBLE DRYERS Hoover 8KG 1400 spin 
washing machine 



Integrated Appliances 


INTEGRATED HOBS INTEGRATED WASHING iNTFfiRflTFn 

MACHINES m nT * * - 



FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 


ON PURCHASES OVER 
£150.00 WITH THIS VOUCHER 
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[BIRMINGHAM 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1 -41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk 


Borshchelectric 
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MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 
1 AVAILABLE ON JULY 
INSTALLATIONS 


> , m 


^.WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

Cleaning Services now available to restore^ 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 




We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
warm Roof comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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Hire STRAITS MOBILITY 


• service www.straitsmobility.co.uk 

• Repair 

STAIRLIFTS 
STRAIGHT & CURVED 

FULLY FITTED NEW FROM £1195 
RECONDITIONED FROM £700 

In Store Demonstration available 

Free! Home survey and fitting on all stairlifts. 

All work carried out by fully qualified engineers 





3, Middlepark Road, Bussells Hall 
Estate, Dudley DY12LW 
Open Mon-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Sat 9.30am- 12.30pm 

01384 356 356 


LARGE RANGE 
OF NEW AND 



BILSTON 

INDOOR MARKET 

Monday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 



Simply Confident.. Simply Njturjf... 



"Birthday Treat!" 

looking forward to your birthday isn't great whan you 
struggle to eat food with your worn out dentures. This 
was the case foroia’ patient Lily (pictured left). 
Unsure H she had (eft it too (ate to get the teeth in 
time we ware able to accommodate her and provide 
her with new smile ready for her big day tow her son 
and daughter have to treat her to special birthday 
lunch out- Happy Birthday Lily! 


At Simply Dentures you get to 
see our Clinical Technician, 
Peter Brookes DipCDT who 
creates your new smile 
He takas the tana to listen to 
your individual needs to get 
the right treatment plan for 
you. Giving you the 
confidence that you will get 
the smile you deserve. 


OPEN DAY 

Saturday 1st July 2017 

We are celebrating the first anniversary of our 
Roseville Clinic and opening the doors 10am-lpm 
Welcoming old and new patients and thotejust 
curious to see if we can help with your denture 
problems as we hove for these pictured below( 


• * 



K 



Call us for information or free consultation on 01902 664634 


For more information see., www.simplydentures.net 

16-17 Roseville Precinct, Castle Street, Coseley, WV14 9EP 


Report calls for closer 
monitoring of prisoners 


A REPORT has called for 
better care of prisoners with 
mental health problems after 
release from custody, follow¬ 
ing the killing of Halesowen 
schoolgirl Christina Edkins. 

An independent investigation 
found the NHS, police, local au¬ 
thorities and prison service are 
still letting prisoners on the 
streets without adequate ‘support 
and supervision’. 

That finding has been described as 
an ‘extreme concern’ by report au¬ 
thors Niche. It comes more than four 
years after the 16-year-old Leasowes 
High School student was stabbed to 
death on a bus in Birmingham by par¬ 
anoid schizophrenic Phillip Simelane, 
weeks after he was released from jail. 

The report - which refers to Simel¬ 
ane as ‘P’ - has made 25 recommenda¬ 
tions across the public sector but says 
‘many of the same’ failings highlighted 
in a previous NHS investigation in 
2014 are still ongoing. These include 
failures to share information about 
people with mental health problem 
and assess their needs properly. 

Criticised 

The latest report has been criticised 
by Christina’s family who said reading 
the report had been ‘extremely hard’ 
and ‘re-opened wounds’. 

In statement, they said: “What 
makes it even harder for us is hearing 
and reading continuously that ‘lessons 
need to be learned’ whilst knowing 
that in reality very few lessons have 
been learned and, over time, little has 
actually changed.” 

Simelane, who had lived in Sandwell 
and Walsall, stabbed Christina on 
the number 9 bus on the morning of 
March 7, 2013. He had a history of 
violence, including making threats to 
murder. He had been released from 
HMP Birmingham on December 13 



Christina Edkins - report into her death 
concludes that the public are still at risk 


but healthcare bosses did not know 
that he was leaving prison. 

He admitted manslaughter and was 
detained under the Mental Health Act 
in October 2013. 

The report states: “The largest con¬ 
cern shared by all on the investigation 
panel and many of the people we inter¬ 
viewed was that despite these efforts, 
the challenges to ensure appropriate 
aftercare on release for prisoners with 
mental health problems remain. 

“If we were able to make just one 
recommendation to improve services 
and reduce the likelihood of such a 
tragic case happening again, it would 
be that national services concerned 
strenuously work together to improve 
the care and aftercare of prisoners 
with mental problems. 

“Despite this we also want to rec¬ 
ognise, not just the individual service 
efforts made to address the findings 



Phillip Simelane - systemic failures 
within multiple services, says report 


of the initial investigation report, but 
also the other wider changes made to 
services across the West Midlands that 
we hope will lead to earlier detection 
and access to more appropriate and 
timely intervention for offenders with 
mental health problems.” 

Nick Moor, director of Niche, said: 
“It was evident that over time there 
had been systemic failures within mul¬ 
tiple services and by some profession¬ 
als to correctly assess and identify P’s 
increasing risk of dangerousness. 

“This was compounded by other fac¬ 
tors. P concealed and denied his men¬ 
tal health problems when assessed. 
Many of the services in contact with 
P failed to obtain and review other 
information in order to build a more 
comprehensive picture. This led to a 
failure to properly assess and meet his 
needs.” 



SUMMERpiSCOUNTSlON- Due to popular 
DRIVEWA Y JjETjW AS HINGt b „“ 
AND UPVC CLEANING 11 * andBankHo,Wavs 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

Driveway and patio jet washing 
Concrete imprint repaired, sealed and coloured 
UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of 
properties. Our team of experts are trained to tackle 
and revive the most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, 
tiled roofs and UPVC products. Do you have a concrete 
imprint drive?? 

If so why don’t you enquire in our maintenance and 
cleaning of all concrete imprint driveways and patios. 



Terms & Conditions 
Apply, Prices correct 
20/6/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSIO 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.j eweller smidlands .co.uk 


T i 
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Drug crook's luxurious 
lifestyle leads to prison 


IT was a sophisticated co¬ 
caine racket that stretched 
from a car park in Kingswin- 
ford to Albanian gangsters 
in London, via a luxury flat in 
Oxford. 

Fourteen men have now been 
jailed when police smashed the 
criminal enterprise involving 
drugs, guns and huge piles of cash 
after six months of undercover 
operations. They recovered more 
than £500,000 in banknotes. 

Police have revealed the luxurious 
lifestyle of the crook who ran the op¬ 
eration. Khalad Uddin was the fixer, a 
link man between criminals across the 
country. Last week he was jailed for 16 
years at Birmingham Crown Court. 

Conspiracy 

The 35-year-old, of Little Brewery 
Street, St Clements, Oxford, pleaded 
guilty at an earlier hearing to two 
counts of conspiracy to supply cocaine 
and one count of money laundering. 
The sentence will run concurrently 
with a 14 year sentence handed to 
Uddin earlier this month for his in¬ 
volvement in a conspiracy to transfer 
firearms and ammunition. 

Much of the conspiracy centred on 
five men based in Kingswinford who 
flooded the streets with the class-A 
drug at a huge profit. 

Uddin and the other men were trad¬ 
ing large amounts of cocaine across 
the country and profiting from the sale 
of drugs in the Thames Valley, West 
Midlands and the South West. Officers 
seized more than 10 kilos of cocaine 
and recovered £560,000 cash. 

Michael Palmer, aged 29, of New¬ 
man Road, Tipton, pleaded guilty to 
one count of money laundering, one 
count of possession of an offensive 
weapon, and one count of conspiracy to 
supply drugs at a hearing at Birming¬ 
ham Crown Court on May 30. He was 
acquitted of one count of money laun¬ 
dering and one count of possession of 
an offensive weapon. He was sentenced 



Piles of cash recovered from Khalad Uddin’s luxury home in Oxford 

to four years and 11 months prison at 
Birmingham Crown Court. Palmer had 
played a lesser role as a courier. 

The convictions follow an extensive 
investigation by Thames Valley Po¬ 
lice’s Serious and Organised Crime 
Unit working with West Midlands 
Regional Organised Crime Unit, and 
support from West Mercia, Avon & 

Somerset and the Metropolitan Police. 

Detective Chief Inspector Bruce Rid¬ 
dell said: “Uddin was one of the key 
players. He was living a lavish lifestyle, 
spending over £62,000 on renting fast 
cars, and expensive properties. When 
officers inspected Uddin’s properties 
they recovered significant amounts 
of cash, anti-surveillance equipment, 
high value jewellery, 70 pairs of de¬ 
signer jeans and a 10 tonne hydraulic 
press used in the production of drugs. 

Uddin also arranged the purchase of 
two handguns. 

“During this investigation officers 
seized over half a million pounds in 
cash, one of the biggest cash hauls 
Thames Valley Police has recovered.” 

Twelve other men convicted for con¬ 
spiracy to supply cocaine all pleaded 
guilty at an earlier hearing and were 
sentenced last month. 



Drug gang fixer Khalad Uddin has 
swapped his luxury home for a cell 


FIREPLACES FROM WORCESTER MARBLE-ELGIN & HALL - BE MODERN 
MANUFACTURED IN THE ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE MADE TO ANY SIZE 
SO YOUR FIREPLACE IS TRULY BESPOKE 


GAS FIRES from 
VALOR 
WILDFIRE 
FLAVEL 

ROBINSON - WILLEY 
BE MODERN 
ELGIN & HALL 

WE ARE A VALOR CENTRE 


c < 


m Si 


ELECTRIC FIRES from 
DIMPLEX 
VALOR 
EVONIC 
PUREGLOW 
BE MODERN 
ELGIN & HALL 


Fitting Service Available 


The Fireplace Studio 

OPENING TIMES 

Alderwood Precinct, Northway, Sedgley DY3 3QY, 

Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm 

(next to the Cabin Public House) 01902 662796 

Sunday Closed 



ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF 9CT JEWELLERY 


★ GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY 

★ DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ SOLITAIRE DIAMOND RINGS 
(1CT + PREMIUM) 

★ INDUSTRIAL METAL WASTE 

★ WATCHES 

★ ASIAN JEWELLERY 


* SECOND HAND 9CT GOLD 
FROM £14 PER GRAM 

* LARGE SELECTION OF 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ MADE TO ORDER 
ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

★ ANTIQUE VINTAGE 
JEWELLERY 


REPAIRS 

★ REPAIRS FROM AS 
LITTLE AS £20 

★ WATCH SERVICING AND 
BATTERIES 

★ SOLDERS 

★ DIAMOND REPLACEMENT 

★ RHODIUM (DIP) 





BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY Euros M = 1.117 US Dollars £1 = 1.25 

• Most currencies available Pay no commission and only 2 days to order 




I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 


I 



1 


EXAMPLE 
FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 


WE DO THE LOnif 5 OATS 


CHOICE 


.. 


THROOMS 


VISA 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at BowjanglesJewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


I Q 



FREE 

FULL SIZE 
CHROME HEATED 
LADDER RAIL 
FITTED WITH EVERY 
BATHROOM SOLD 


Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Reader 




Return coach travel from Dudley 


LONDON THEATRE 

WITH EVENING MEAL 



Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Choose a top West End show from our fabulous selection... 

42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, Annie, 
Beautiful, Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, 
Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the 
Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, The 
Woman in Black, Wicked and more...! 


Quote Code: VQH076 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast 

✓ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance 
of a TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

2 days, by coach 

from £159 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


THURSFORD 

Christmas Spectacular 
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Quote Code: HQC992 


Departing Friday 24 November 
and Sunday 3 December 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at the 3 star Dragonfly Hotel, 
King’s Lynn with full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Thursford Christmas 
Spectacular 2017 

✓ Free time in Cambridge 


2 days, by coach 

only £159 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


« ■ 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



GB cycling's 'culture of 
fear’ exposed by report 



The report was commissioned after allegations by Jess Varnish, of Halesowen 


THE much-delayed report 
into claims of bullying and 
discrimination with the Great 
Britain cycling team has 
strongly criticised British Cy¬ 
cling’s board, former techni¬ 
cal director Shane Sutton and 
funding agency UK Sport. 

Based on more than 100 contri¬ 
butions from current and former 
riders and staff, the independent 
report says a ‘culture of fear’ ex¬ 
isted within the team. 

It also says ‘good governance was 
lacking’ at British Cycling and Sutton 
operated within a ‘power pocket’ with¬ 
out real oversight. 

Written by a five-strong panel led 
by British Rowing chair Annamarie 
Phelps, the report was commissioned 
14 months ago following allegations 
made by ex-GB track sprinter Jess 
Varnish, from Halesowen, and several 
other former riders. 

Diluted 

The report’s language, and some 
of its conclusions, are significantly 
diluted from a more damning draft 
that was written at the end of Febru¬ 
ary. That draft, which Press Associa¬ 
tion Sport has seen, was leaked to the 
Daily Mail in March and accused the 
British Cycling board of being “dys¬ 
functional”, “inept” and effectively 
covering up an internal investigation 
into Varnish’s claims last year. 

That section in the final report is 
much altered, although the central 
message is still that the panel believes 
the board mishandled the case and 
failed to follow “contractual due pro¬ 
cess”. This will disappoint Varnish’s 
camp, which has already started legal 
action to obtain more information 
about why she was dramatically cut 
from the GB squad last April - the 
event which triggered this saga for 


British sport’s most successful team. 

Overall, the final report is seven 
pages shorter than the incendiary 
draft report, which caused considera¬ 
ble panic within British Cycling and 
UK Sport, and is undoubtedly the re¬ 
sult of a strong lobbying effort from 
senior figures within the sport who 
felt the initial assessment was far too 
harsh. 

There are also more references to 


UK Sport’s failure to properly monitor 
what was happening within the Man¬ 
chester-based Olympic and Paralym¬ 
pic cycling set-up, which will lead to 
important questions about the organ¬ 
isation’s famous “no compromise” ap¬ 
proach, which links funding to medal 
potential. 

British Cycling can say it has started 
to implement all Phelps’ recommenda¬ 
tions for change. 


SUMMERSALEI 35 % OFF 


ALL PRODUCTS 

THIS 

SUMMER 


Why choose DW Windows? 

• We’re a family run business, so customers still get the personal touch 

• Our quotes are Free, so we can help you plan your project without any cost or obligation 

• No pushy salesmen, we like to deal with our customers on a friendly no pressure basis 

• Our fitters are NOT sub contractors, so we can ensure our workmanship is second to none 

• Our quality is second to none, we use the best products on the market, giving customers the 
latest most secure and energy efficient products around 

• Trading for over 10 years, so you can be sure we are not here today and gone tomorrow 

• One of the best showrooms in the Midlands, so customers have a massive selection to see 
before they buy 

• We pride ourselves on a brilliant aftersales service, so customers get a worthwhile guarantee 
which is another reason most of our work comes from recommendations 

• We will not be beaten on price 


Dear Dave, 

We would like to say how pleased we are with the new 
windows. Your fitters were very good in every way. They 
were professional and their work was of a high standard. 

Mr Challenor, Swan Bank, Penn 


DW Windows 

BUILT ON QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY AND RELIABILITY 




WINDOWS, DOORS & 
CONSERVATORY CENTRE 



8 Meadow Lane (Off Shaw Road), Coseley, West Midlands, WV14 9NQ Tel: 01902 661779 I 7 Brick Street, Sedgley DY31 NT Tel: 01902 662511 Stourbridge 01384 900185 

www.dwwindows.co.uk Freephone: 0800 9990909 






























































Stay independent with help 
to get your home adapted 



Anyone who is struggling should ask for help from the adaptations service 


Commercial feature 

Dudley Council is offering help 
to Dudley borough residents who 
need to adapt their homes to 
better meet their needs. 

Anyone who is struggling with daily 
life in their home can ask for help. If a 
member of the household of any age 
is having difficulties bathing, getting 
upstairs, even getting into the home, 
help is on offer to adapt the property to 
better meet these needs. 

Dudley Home Improvement Service, 
part of Dudley Council, offers the 
adaptations package. Grants are 
available to pay for adaptations, along 
with an adaptations package of advice 
and practical support. This consists of 
an expert recommendation, support to 
design and build the adaptation from 
technical officers and council approved 
builders. All work is overseen by the 
council, so there is no hassle and no 
stress to people. 

Home adaptations for independence 
are available to people who own 
their own homes or are private rental 
tenants. Council tenants can already 
request adaptations to their homes 
through the council. The aim is to 
help people stay independent in their 
homes. Typical adaptations include 
handrails, stair rails, ramps, level 
access showers, stair lifts, through- 
the-floor lifts, even home extensions 
to provide extra sleeping or bathing 
facilities. 

An initial assessment by an 
occupational therapist will take 
place and this will establish the 
type of adaptation needed to suit a 


person’s needs and to help them stay 
independent and safe in their home. 

The service offers adaptations to 
people of any age. Full grant funding 
is always provided for adaptations 
needed for children under 18. 

Alan Lunt, Dudley Council’s strategic 
director of place said: “Anyone who 
is finding it difficult to manage in 
their home, or has a member of their 


household who is struggling should 
ask for help from the adaptations 
service. Lots of support is on offer, 
along with grant funding to pay for 
home adaptations for many people. 
It’s all about keeping people safe 
and independent in their homes and 
making life more liveable.” 

Contact Dudley Home Improvement 
Service on 0300 555 0055. 




Make your home work for you 

Home adaptations for independence 


Struggling in your home? Are you or a member of the family having difficulties bathing, 
getting upstairs, or even getting into your home? 



If you are a homeowner or private rental tenant and need 
assistance with adapting your property to better meet the 
needs of a member of your household, we can help. 

Dudley Council offers grants to pay for adaptations* 
uses reputable, approved tradespeople and can 
arrange all works for you. 

*Dependant on criteria 


Level access showers 
Door widening . 
Stairlifts 
Ramps ' 
Extensions 


Dudley 


DUDLEY 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SUMMER 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 35 years year-on-year trading installing quality windows, doors, conservatories 
and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


^ombourne 
Windows 


For more information Freephone 

0800 0858518 

or visit our website at 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 
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HomePro 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 








































































































Hospice leads way helping 
patients record life stories 


A NEW charity has taken its first 
steps towards supporting families in 
hospices across the UK by collecting 
and recording memories. 

This follows a successful training 
scheme at the Mary Stevens Hospice 
in Stourbridge. 

The Hospice Biographers train 
journalists and hospice staff to 
capture on audio the life stories of 
patients who are battling serious 
illness, to be given to family mem¬ 
bers and friends. 

Those stories will be held con¬ 
fidentiality by the charity for 10 
years, at which point the family will 
be able to have the recording deleted 
or it will become part of a public li¬ 
brary. 

The library will then be used to 
research whether the telling of per¬ 
sonal stories can have a positive 
impact on patients who are battling 


life-limiting illnesses or facing a ter¬ 
minal diagnosis. 

The first journalists to complete 
that course graduated the pro¬ 
gramme at Mary Stevens Hospice 
on May 31. The hospice will continue 
to act as the ‘Midlands Hub’ for the 
project, providing a central point of 
contact for the six hospices involved 
in the pilot scheme. 

Barbara Altounyan, founder of 
The Hospice Biographers, said: 
“Stourbridge is leading the way. 
Our long term ambition is to train 
hospice biographers for 200 hospices 
across the UK. We want them to be 
as common in hospices as therapists 
are today. Families will be able to 
hear their loved one voices and pre¬ 
cious memories for generations to 
come.” 

To find out more visit www.the 
hospicebiographers .com 



The first Hospice Biographers with charity founder Barbara Altounyan and hospice chief Stevan Jackson 


Public will get say 
on homes and jobs 

A REVIEW of the blueprint for development in the 
Black Country over the next 20 years is set to get under 
way - and the public will be given the chance to have 
their say. 

The Black Country Core Strategy outlines how many 
houses need to be built and how many extra jobs are 
needed for a growing population. It also looks at where 
homes and businesses should be located. 

The four Black Country councils - Dudley, Sandwell, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton - want to launch a public 
consultation on a review of the document to take it up 
to 2036. 

If agreed at council meetings, the consultation is ex¬ 
pected to start in July and last for 10 weeks. 

The consultation will ask questions about where new 
homes are needed across the Black Country. It will also 
seek feedback on where new development should be lo¬ 
cated. 

Information from the consultation will be collated and 
used to produce a review document, which will again go 
out to consultation next summer. 
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Family's 
tributes 
to tragic 

biker, 40 

TRIBUTES have been paid to a ‘bright and 
lively’ biker who died after being involved in 
a crash with two cars. 

Gary Davies, from Halesowen, was involved 
in a collision with a Ford Focus and a Fiat Punto 
while riding his Kawasaki ZZR motorbike near Bel- 
broughton. 

The 40-year-old pronounced dead at the scene following 
the crash, which happened 
on Hackmans Gate Lane at 
2.40pm on Sunday, June 11. 

Mr Davies’ partner, 

Claire, and parents, Gil¬ 
lian and Eddie, have paid 
an emotional tribute to the 
popular electrical engineer 
who had ‘a real zest for life’. 

“Gary was a very popular 
person, with a great sense 
of humour and was a bright 
and lively character,” the 
family said in a statement. 

“He had a real zest for 
life and loved nothing more 
than his beloved motorcycle, 
finding endless joy in both 
riding and working on it. 

Gary enjoyed partaking in 
track days and Moto Gym¬ 
khana, a time trial sport in 
which riders compete to ma¬ 
noeuvre through a course, 
restricted by traffic cones, in 
the shortest possible time.” 

Musical 

Mr Davies, who traded 
under Reliance Electrical, 
was also a trained compul¬ 
sory basic training (CBT) 
examiner, but biking wasn’t 
his only hobby. 

“As well as motorcycles, 

Gary had a musical flair and 
played the drums, guitar 
and mouth organ,” said the 
family. 

“He could turn his hand 
to making anything that 
sprung to mind and was also 
a keen target shooter. 

“His sense of humour will 



Gary Davies - family tribute 


be missed and he will truly 
be a sad loss to us all.” 

The family also thanked 
those who had offered 
words and messages of sup¬ 
port, particularly from Mr 
Davies’ many friends on 
Facebook. 

One tribute on social 
media described Mr Davis 
as ‘so positive, funny and 
kind’. 

“I shall miss this man,” 
Stephen Lucas wrote. “Rid¬ 
ing with the angels.” 

A widely shared post on 
the Fairfield Inn’s Facebook 
page also paid tribute to a 
‘great friend and customer’, 
alongside several photos of a 
smiling Mr Davies. 

West Mercia Police con¬ 
tinues to investigate the 
incident and is encouraging 
anyone with information to 
call 101 quoting incident 
406S of June 11. 


Safari park wins awards 

STAFF at West Midland Safari Park, between Kiddermin¬ 
ster and Bewdley, are celebrating after winning two na¬ 
tional travel awards. 

Theattraction’s first award was scooped at the British 
Coach Awards where the park saw off competition to win 
the best Coach Friendly Visitor Attraction. 

It was awarded to the park for demonstrating their com¬ 
mitment to welcoming and developing relationships with 
coach firms, their drivers and coach groups. 

For the third year in a row, the second award came from 
the Group Travel Awards for the Best Animal or Sea Life 
Attraction for Groups. 

The park has seen growth in investment, with new ex¬ 
hibits such as Land of the Living Dinosaurs and an educa¬ 
tion facility, Safari Academy. 



Whatever your taste, classical, contemporary or casual, 
we’ve got the answer. As Merry Hill’s largest furniture 
superstore, the choice is enormous, we have two huge 
floors of lounge, dining, living & bedroom furniture, 
beds & bed frames, all beautifully displayed in individual, 
inspirational room settings. 


Have this from as little as 


£ 15.63 


per month. 


per month 


OFFER ENDSSUNDAY5pm! 


LLIAM&S0NS www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 




Mum's 




- ■ 4 years free credit, low deposit £199 & 48 monthly 

Contemporary glass dining table & four chairs payments of £8.33. Total price £599 

PRICE £599 WAS £809 SAVE £210 


Silentnight Luxury Pillow Top 
Full Storage Double Divan Set 

PRICE £999 WAS £1429 SAVE £430 


All this FINAL weekend! 

You can still choose from our extensive range, with incredibly low 
prices on all items throughout the store, including many famous 
brand names. Spread the cost totally interest free with up to 48 
monthly payments starting one month after delivery or collection, 
leave just a small deposit and don’t pay a single penny in interest! 

This is all backed up by our SS® 
famous Price’ Match Promise*. 


£ 8.33 


Low deposit. No interest ever! 

Spread the cost over 48 months, 
with FREE local delivery! 


'Jintmgnt 


* 


A relaxed and friendly 
shopping experience awaits 
you at William & Sons... 


00/q /\pR ‘Representative Example - Order Value £600. Minimum deposit £150. Total amount of credit £450 (consisting of 48 equal monthly payments of approximately £9.37 starting 1 month after delivery). Total payable £600 (0% APR.) Finance facilities available on all balances over £400. 
representative Credit is subject to status & available only to persons aged 18 years or over. All offers subject to availability. Free local delivery applies to all orders over £500 within 25 miles radius of store. Price Match Promise terms & conditions apply - see our website or ask in-store. E&OE. 
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£27111 centre 
no threat to 
rail's return 

A £27.8 million light rail 
innovation centre, which 
could create more than 
200 jobs, will not prevent 
nationwide train services 
running from Dudley in 
the future, says a planning 
boss. 

UKIP’s Councillor Paul 
Brothwood said he feared 
the creation of the cen¬ 
tre could hinder Dudley’s 
chances of having improved 
rail services by using a vital 
section of track. 

The centre, which was 
given the green light last 
year, needs more funding. 

Planning chief Council¬ 
lor Ian Kettle said: “We 
have also received assur¬ 
ances that the test track 
will not prevent the pro¬ 
vision of future heavy rail 
passenger services on the 
line, although Transport 
for West Midlands have no 
plans to bring passenger 
services back to the area in 
the foreseeable future.” 

Survey bat 
behaviour 

DUDLEY Zoo staff joined 
conservation group, Brum- 
Bats, to survey wild bats 
across the 40-acre site. 

The group, also known 
as Birmingham and Black 
Country Bat Group, spent 
two hours surveying in and 
around two caverns. Zoo 
conservation officer Chris 
Leeson said: “We started 
just before sunset and 
using the group’s specialist 
bat detecting equipment, 
which used sound frequen¬ 
cies, we were able to pin¬ 
point various species.” 


FOCUS ON DUDLEY TOWN CENTRE 


Call for crossing as part of 
plan for £l 2 m casino site 


A COMPANY behind plans to move a casino 
and bingo hall to a Dudley leisure park have 
been told a new pedestrian crossing is need¬ 
ed as part of the scheme. 

Planning officers at Dudley Council say that 
changes are needed to make the proposed site at 


Castlegate Park more acc< 

Castle Casino, currently 
on Castle Hill, will relaunch 
as Casino 36 on the leisure 
site, as part of a £12 million 
investment that was an¬ 
nounced in May. 

An artist’s impression 
show a two-storey building, 
which will operate as both a 
casino and bingo hall on sep¬ 
arate floors. 

The entertainment com¬ 
plex is expected to open next 
year but has hit a potential 
obstacle with highways ex¬ 
perts not happy with the 
current layout around the 
site. They said there was 
no footpath near to the ca¬ 
sino location and that would 
likely need to be rectified if 
the development was to go 
ahead. 

Casino 36 has also been 
advised to look again at the 
plans to include improve¬ 
ments to surrounding roads. 

But a casino boss says 
they would be happy to hold 
discussions with roads ex¬ 
perts about any potential 
changes to the plans. 

A report from Dudley 


ssible for pedestrians. 

By Richard Guttridge 


Council’s highways team 
said: “The proposal should 
look further into the connec¬ 
tivity of pedestrians into the 
site and potential crossing 
facilities. 

“The link from Birming¬ 
ham Road is poor, there is a 
bus stop but no footpath on 
the development side, which 
has not been proposed as 
part of a new development 
outside of the application 
site. This should be looked 
into and provided as this 
lack of footway compromises 
this development in terms 
of accessibility and makes 
it more reliant on access by 
vehicles.” 

Craig Dobson, general 
manager at Casino 36, said: 
“It is very early days. There 
are a few things like pedes¬ 
trian crossings which I can’t 
see being a problem. I don’t 
think I’ve done a project 
where the roads team hav¬ 
en’t had something to say.” 



Artist’s impression of the new casino and bingo hall, part of a £12m investnment at Dudley’s Castlegate Park 


Fantastic 
four join 
team at zoo 

ZOO keepers of the future 
have begun their training 
at Dudley Zoo. 

Four new recruits have 
been taken on under 
the zoo’s apprenticeship 
scheme. 

Dudley Zoo has joined 
forces with training pro¬ 
vider Keits to deliver the 
programme, which is help¬ 
ing the young apprentices 
to learn to care for exotic 
animals. 

The apprentices, who 
all answered an advert on 
the zoo’s website, have 
been placed on each of 
the zoo’s animal sections, 
where they work a five-day 
week as part of a level two 
diploma in work based an¬ 
imal care. 

The apprentices are 
Courtney Jones, aged 
19, from Coseley, Harry 
Upton, aged 20, from Hale¬ 
sowen, Jessica Edwards, 
aged 22, from Bedworth, 
and Mary Taylor, aged 16, 
from Stourbridge. 

Movie night 
in courtyard 

AN open-air cinema will 
screen cult horror-comedy 
movie An American Were¬ 
wolf In London at Dudley 
Castle on August 5. 

Last year’s inaugural 
Dudley Castle After Dark 
event was a huge success 
with more than 600 people 
attending a screening of 
The Bride of Frankenstein 
in the courtyard. Tickets 
are £10 (£8 concessions) 
for the 8pm screening , see 
www.flatpackfestival.org. 
uk/event/american-were- 
wolf-in-dudley/ 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


jU 
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T BS dS 881! 
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Upvc windows from 

£245.00 



Conservatory Offer 
3X3 EDWARDIAN OR 
VICTORIAN 


i 


Include base, dwarf walls 
Plastering, 2 opening 
per window 

2 double sockets & light 

From £7500 


fully fitted 


10 reasons to choose Midland 
upvc windows and doors 

• Family run business 

• Managed by surveyors with 40 years of experience 

• No subcontractors 

• 10 year insurance guarantee with home pro 

• All windows and doors are A rated 

• Free quotes 

• No pushy salesmen 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

6 WINDOWS 
SUPPLIED & 
FITTED FOR 
£1899.00 

Massive 
savings on all 
June orders 



Any size composite door 
any standard colour from 

£900 fully fitted 

Special offer upvc front 
and backdoor 

£1150 fully fitted 



• All products are secured by design 
•Approved by Certass 

• Deal direct with the owner 


certass 


HomePfo 


Picture for illustration purposes. T/C’s APPLY 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
TELEPHONE LINES OPEN TIL 8PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Recycled Type 1.£10 per tonne 

Planings.£10 per tonne 

Top Soil.£10 per tonne 

Fill Sand.£10 per tonne 

Grabhire. from £140 per load 

JCB & Driver hire from £32.00 per hour. 

Mini Digger & Driver Hire from £28.00 per hour.... 

£0 ikvcIiacL® 


? PARK* ' 
ss ROADS 
round 

UCTION & /GRAB H 
rENTION jcb3C X& 

BREAKER HIRE 


WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 

BROKEN UNITS REPAIRED FROM £12 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
Draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 
Doors can be adjusted to prevent draughts 
New locking systems, barrels and keys 
Any problems please call for free quote and advice 
We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

www.lifestylewindowsofkingswintonl.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 


New 2017 Willerby 
Granada 38x12 

Two bedroom Lodge with double glazing 
& central heating. 

Price will include new decking area. 

£45,487 

STOURPORT CARAVAN PARK 
Redstone Lane, Stourport on Severn 
Worcestershire DY13 OHZ 









































Troubled bar 
has been sold 

A TROUBLED bar shut down by police has 
been sold, raising hopes it could be redevel¬ 
oped. 

The Triple S bar, formerly The Talbot 
pub, in Tipton, is in new hands having stood 
empty for almost two years. 

Plans to turn it into flats had been in the 
pipeline prior to its sale. 

Police took action following a string of 
violent incidents at the venue, including an 
attack which left a man in a coma. 

Following a period of uncertainty, it has 
now been confirmed that the Bradleys Lane 
bar has been sold. Details of the buyer and 
sale price have not been revealed. 

Triple S had been due to be offered at an 
auction earlier this year for £110,000. 

Experts have said the building would be 
suitable for a number of alternative uses, 
with turning it into flats seemingly the 
most likely. An application to convert it into 
three flats last year was withdrawn. 


More jobless in region as 
wages lag behind inflation 


WAGES are falling further behind 
inflation with the pay gap getting 
bigger and more pressure piling on 
family finances across the UK. 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
said, after inflation, wages were down 0.6 
per cent between February and April. 

The day after the ONS revealed consumer 
price inflation had jumped to 2.9 per cent, it said 
wages - not including bonuses - were up just 1.7 
per cent. But unemployment nationwide is at its 
lowest in more than a decade. The ONS said al¬ 
most 32 million people are in work - 372,000 
more than a year ago and the highest total since 
records began in 1971. 


Unemployment fell by 50,000 between Feb¬ 
ruary and April, to 1.53 million, the lowest for 
more than a decade. However, in the West Mid¬ 
lands unemployment rose by 6,000 to 166,000 in 
the three months to April. 

The figures for May show the number of peo¬ 
ple claiming benefits in the region fell. UK-wide 
the number of people on the claimant count was 
up for the third month in a row in May, to stand 
at 802,600. Across the Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire the figures fell. 

In the region as a whole, the number of people 
claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance and other un¬ 
employment-related benefits was down by 1,415 
in May to 87,645. 

In Wolverhampton the claimant count fell by 


185 to 6,915, a rate of 4.3per cent.In Dudley it 
was down by 95 to 5,830, three per cent, and in 
Sandwell it fell by 100 to 7,235 or 3.6 per cent. 
In Walsall the number was down by 55 to 5,040, 
or three per cent. 

In South Staffordshire it fell 25 to 765, or 1.1 
per cent, and in Stafford it was down by five to 
785, one per cent. 

Matt Hughes, senior statistician at the ONS, 
said: “Many labour market indicators remain 
strong, with the employment rate at a joint re¬ 
cord high and the inactivity rate at a joint re¬ 
cord low. On the other hand, with wage growth 
continuing to slow and inflation still rising, real 
pay is down on the year. This is now the case 
whether or not bonuses are taken into account.” 


Call to catch 
car park yobs 

AN MEP has called for a crackdown on 
anti-social behaviour at a car park in 
Sedgley, asking for police and Dudley 
Council to investigate. 

Bill Etheridge, West Midlands UKIP 
Euro MP and a Sedgley councillor, says 
there has been a spike in ‘unsavoury inci¬ 
dents’ in the Bilston Street car park. 

He has contacted the police and coun¬ 
cil to report evidence of drug abuse and 
damage. It comes after arson attacks on 
a vacant council office near the car park. 

Mr Etheridge said: “Dudley Council 
needs to take back control of this situa¬ 
tion. Residents have been reporting it to 
me, also users of the car park. Left un¬ 
checked, this will have adverse effect on 
the profitability of local retailers. I’m call¬ 
ing on the council to utilise the CCTV that 
is in place so that these drug using drivers 
can be caught.” 
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Youngsters in museum movie 



Ben Avery, Cameron Hay as Duncan and Ella George at Black Country Living Museum 


A FORTHCOMING film about Dudley-born 
football hero Duncan Edwards will give old¬ 
er generations the chance to reminisce. 

But it has also provided a huge opportu¬ 
nity for some of the region’s aspiring actors 
and actresses who have been cast in key 
roles. 

They were recently at the Black Country 
Living Museum where scenes set in 1940s 
Dudley were being shot. 

The film named The Boy Who Had It All 
will focus on the Manchester United star’s 
childhood in the town. 

Inspiring the current crop of youngsters 
from the Black Country to chase their 
dreams is a big motivation for filmmaker 
Marcus Distant. 

Among the young cast members is 
11-year-old Ben Avery from Oldbury who 
plays a childhood friend of Duncan’s named 


Thomas. Ben, said: “I didn’t know that 
much about Duncan Edwards before we 
started filming. My parents knew a bit 
about him. But now that I’m in the part I 
know a bit more. It has been a great expe¬ 
rience.” 

Cast in the role of Molly Leech is 13-year- 
old Ella George from Burntwood. 

She said: “My dad plays a lot of football 
so he told me a bit about England and the 
Busby Babes. 

“My character is very hard. Very much a 
tomboy. She spits on her hands and is very 
boyish.” 

The finished film will be between 10 to 13 
minutes long and has been made a reality 
thanks to a crowdfunding campaign which 
raised £5,000. 

In the role of Duncan is Cameron Hay, 
13, from Bedworth. 


Three arrests made in 
£440m fraud probe 

THREE people from the West Midlands have been arrested 
as part of a major investigation by UK and French author¬ 
ities into a suspected £440 million alcohol fraud and mon¬ 
ey-laundering racket. 

More than 100 HMRC officers, together with officials 
from the National Customs Judicial Service and police, 
raided homes and businesses across the UK. 

Addresses in Wolverhampton and Stourbridge were 
among those involved. A 44-year-old man and 38-year-old 
woman from Wolverhampton were arrested, along with a 
38-year-old man from Stourbridge. 

Searches were also carried out in Birmingham, London 
and Surrey where three other men, aged 42, 41 and 33, 
were arrested. The raids were carried out on Thursday. 

Computers, business records and cash were seized dur¬ 
ing the operation aimed at smashing suspected large-scale 
fraud and money laundering. 


Knight out 
with Gladys 

SOUL singer Gladys Knight 
has announced a concert in 
Birmingham next month. 

Following on from sell¬ 
out shows last year, the 
Empress Of Sou will play 
Symphony Hall on Sunday, 
July 2. 

The 73-year-old former 
Motown star, who had hits 
in the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s, 
originally with her backing 
singers The Pips, will be 
performing such classics as 
Midnight Train To Georgia 
plus tracks from her new 
album Where My Heart Be¬ 
longs. 
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Swan 

Accessories 

From £ 10 


All stock available in all colours. While stocks last 
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All stock available 
in all colours. 
While stocks last 

Swan 

Kettle and 
Toasters 

From £ 10 
. each 


ALL OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 
WITH THIS 
ADVERT 

UNTIL 26TH JUNE 2017 




All stock available in all 
colours. While stocks last 


Swan 

Mixers and 
Blenders 

From 

£20 



Swan 


All stock available 
in all colours. 
While stocks last 

Swan 

Retro 

Microwaves 


From £45 


All stock 
available in 
all colours. 

While 
stocks last 


Sensor Bins 

Only 

£25 


5ft 

Fridge 

Freezer 


r~ 


Dishwasher 


RETRO 

RANGE 

FROM 

£175 


Tall 

Fridge 

Freezer 


Larder 

Fridge 



Tall 

Freezer 


All stock available in all colours. While stocks last 


feet! 


iloasti 


Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily 
basis. We stock electrical and 
other amazing retail products at 
up to 90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 

MANY MORE OFFERS 

INSTORE.... dc 
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Patient in £9,000 payout 

after front tooth ordeal 


A WOMAN has been awarded £9,000 compensation after 
dental treatment left her needing surgery. 

Emma Hill, aged 42, says she has been told she will lose her front 
tooth in the future as a result of the work at a Stourbridge dentist. 

The charity shop worker underwent root canal treatment for swelling around 
her front tooth. The work was carried out by her dentist Dr Ollie Smart at South 


Road Dental Practice. He has since left 

Jeff finishes 
epic walk for 
cancer charity 

TELEVISION presenter Jeff Stelling 
has completed the epic walking chal¬ 
lenge which saw him visit Kiddermin¬ 
ster Harriers’ Aggborough stadium. 

Stelling teamed up with Prostate 
Cancer UK for the 400-mile tour. 

The final stretch saw him head to¬ 
wards Newcastle United’s St James’ 
Park, a fortnight after setting off from 
Exeter City’s St James Park. 

Stelling is on course to hit his 
£500,000 target once funds are com¬ 
bined after the event. 

He walked 15 marathons in 15 days 
from the home of the Grecians to the 
home of the Magpies - and he was 
joined by around 650 walkers during 
his unforgettable amble. 

The star stopped at Kiddermin¬ 
ster Harriers’ Aggborough stadium, 
in Wyre Forest, before setting off for 
Shrewsbury Town in Shropshire on 
the fourth day of his walk. 

To support Stelling or find out more 
about his epic challenge visit prostate 
canceruk.org/jeffsmarch 


the practice. 

After being left in pain she said she 
was told she needed to have surgery in 
hospital to have the root removed and 
sealed with a filling. 

Mrs Hill, of Netherton, said: “I was 
rather confused because Dr Smart 
was supposed to have fixed the prob¬ 
lem with my tooth. The surgical pro¬ 
cedure wasn’t a pleasant experience to 
say the least. I was left with stitches 
in my mouth. It was painful and dis¬ 
tressing.” 

Mrs Hill said she had been told the 
tooth had been so badly damaged it 
will need to be extracted. 

She said: “This is the most upsetting 
part of the ordeal. Nobody wants to 
lose their front tooth. It already feels 
loose so I doubt it will be long until it 
needs to be extracted. It will then need 
to be replaced with an implant which 
will mean yet more trips to the den¬ 
tist.” 

She decided to take action and con¬ 
tacted the Dental Law Partnership, 
which claimed Dr Smart had failed to 
use reasonable skill and care when un¬ 
dertaking the procedure. 

The case was settled out of court 
when the dentist agreed to pay £9,000. 
The dentist did not admit liability. 

Dr Smart said: “It is unfortunate 
that the treatment provided on this 
occasion did not go as well as we had 
both hoped. I am limited in what I can 
say because of patient confidential¬ 
ity. I am pleased the matter has been 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion.” 



Dancer Harriet Ellis gets a lift from soldiers during her Army training on manoeuvres in Scotland 


A DANCER got into camouflage gear 
and had a taste of life in the Army 
ahead of a festival performance. 

Harriet Ellis, of Stourbridge, is to 
take to the stage in 5 Soldiers at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe and has 
taken part in a range of combat exer¬ 
cises with the Army to prepare for the 
role. The dance production is set to 
take to the stage in August. 

Joining the exercise allowed Harriet 
to get experience of life in the Army, 
the training and the camaraderie. 

She said: “Women are taking an ev- 


er-more prominent role in the Army 
and on the frontline and I think it’s 
important to look at the new oppor¬ 
tunities that are opening up, and the 
challenges that can bring. 

“It has really helped me understand 
what our soldiers go through. We’ve 
learned something about what it’s like 
to be in a forward base in a war zone, 
to be part of an ambush, to encounter 
a roadside bomb, and what happens 
when they come under artillery fire.” 

Harriet is the sole female member 
in the quintet cast of 5 Soldiers and 


her fellow dancers joined her on three 
days of combat exercises with the 
Army, deep in the Scottish country¬ 
side. They discovered what it was like 
to be out on patrol and also saw a live 
fire exercise involving machine guns 
and grenades. 

Captain Edward Mitchell, who 
helped look after the dancers, said: 
“This was an ideal opportunity for 
the dancers to see what soldiering is 
about.” Following its Fringe run, the 
show will embark on a tour including 
Birmingham Rep. 


Terror probe 
as man with 
knives held 

A MAN armed with knives and an axe 
was arrested by counter terror police 
outside Kidderminster’s army reserve 
base. 

West Midlands counter-terror chiefs 
are investigating after the 23-year-old 
man was arrested on Sunday night. 
Police said there was no suggestion 
‘at this stage’ the reserve centre, in 
Birmingham Road, was under threat. 

The suspect was in custody as the 
investigation continues. 

The incident came just hours before 
a car was driven into worshippers out¬ 
side a mosque in the Finsbury Park 
area of London. 

Martin Evans, Assistant Chief Con¬ 
stable at West Mercia Police, said: 
“On identifying the man our officers 
took prompt action to contain the 
threat and take him into custody. 

“At this time we believe the suspect 
was acting alone and we are not look¬ 
ing for anyone else in connection with 
the incident. 

“I would urge people not to specu¬ 
late on what has happened. As I am 
sure you will appreciate, this is an 
extremely sensitive investigation but 
I can assure you that we will make in¬ 
formation available as and when it is 
appropriate. 

“In the meantime, we will have ad¬ 
ditional officers on patrol in Kidder¬ 
minster to provide reassurance to our 
communities.” 

Police witness plea 
after a cyclist dies 

POLICE have launched an appeal for 
witnesses after a fatal crash involving 
a cyclist near Halesowen. 

West Mercia Police want people to 
come forward after the incident which 
led to the cyclist’s death. 

The accident occurred at around 
7.40am on Thursday on the 
Bromsgrove Road in Romsley. 

Officers believe a Corsa travelling 
from Poplar Lane and a Ford Transit 
were involved in the crash. Call 101. 



<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 





10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




What our customers say... 

‘‘Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms f Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
repiacem&nt to an extension 

HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 



at QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

> ^ THE GUILD 4 * 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN WPj 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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How the crash was reported in the Express & Star on May 18,1945, 
with a horrific picture showing the extent of the damage 


A Lancaster bomber, which was a regular sight in the skies during the war, although 
the tragic accident, which killed seven people, came just nine days after VE Day 


Gordon Rabbetts, Vincent Southworth, John Sills, Reginald Smith, 
Bernard Hall and Victor Meade were all killed in the crash 




The pub, which is now called The Lancaster, when it 
was The Albion, situated in Lichfield Road, Wednesfield 


Pub's tribute to airmen 
killed in wartime crash 


A PUB in Wolverhampton is 
to change its name in trib¬ 
ute to seven airmen killed in 
a horror air crash in the city 
- just days after the end of 
the Second World War was 
declared. 

The Albion pub in Wednesfield 
has been closed for a complete re¬ 
vamp and reopened on Wednesday 
under its new name, The Lancas¬ 
ter, recalling the crash of a bomb¬ 
er plane nearby which saw all on 
board perish. 

The Lancaster had been on a rou¬ 
tine flight when it began losing alti¬ 
tude and crashed on Lichfield Road 
on May 17, 1945. The tragic accident, 
just nine days after VE Day, left a five- 
foot crater with wreckage spread over 
two miles. The airmen on board, none 
of whom were over 24, are thought to 
be the only servicemen killed in Wol¬ 
verhampton during the Second World 
War. After the crash, the wreckage 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


and remains of the crew, all from East 
Kirkby, Lincolnshire, were bulldozed 
into the crater and a local minister 
performed a simple funeral ceremony. 

Some regulars have questioned the 
name change on Facebook. One said: 
“It will always be known as the Albion. 
Even years ago when it changed to the 
Harvester, people still called it the Al¬ 
bion.” 

Remembrance 

On the 70th anniversary of the 
crash two years ago, the Wednesfield 
Historical Society and the town’s St 
Thomas’s Church organised a remem¬ 
brance service. A campaign was also 
launched to secure funding for a per¬ 
manent memorial at the site 

The names of the airmen that died 
were Ronnie O’Donnell, John Sills, 
Bernard Hall, Victor Meade, Gordon 
Rabbetts, Reginald Smith and Vincent 


Southworth. The bomber came from 
Lincolnshire on a routine training 
flight before it crashed to the ground. 
The Express & Star covered the crash 
with eyewitness accounts of the crash 
and a picture showing firefighters 
spraying water into the smouldering 
crater. 

In the article, Express & Star driver 
Joe Castree said: “It passed right over 
me and there seemed to be two explo¬ 
sions in the air before the crash. 

“I ran to the spot immediately but it 
was impossible for me to do anything 
as there was just a lot of wreckage 
scattered over a wide area and no signs 
of any members of the crew. 

“Bullets were exploding and flares 
were going off.” 

Another eye witness believed the 
crew may have sacrificed their lives to 
avoid killing children playing on the 
King George playing field, where the 
plane could have landed. 

As the Lancaster went down four 
bricklayers on the road some distance 
away were blown to the ground and 
had to be treated for shock. 



Ronald O’Donnell, one of the crew members killed - 
none of whom were aged older than 24 
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including VAT 



includes: 


© Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 

From 


including VAT 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 




Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 



© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 
©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 M 


winiw.carerauiindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd f Audman DY8 4YJ 
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Furniture, Beds, Carpet Superstore 




WE ARE MOVING WAREHOUSES 
£250,000SAVE ^Efl/ 

MUST BE SOLO UPTO M V /O 

EVERYTHING REDUCES EVERYTHING MUST GOI 


SALE STARTS SALE STARTS I SALE STARTS SALE STARTS SALE STARTS I SALE STARTS 

FRI23RD JUNE I 9AM IFRI23RD JUNE I 9AM IFRI23RD JUNE 


3 ONLY TO CLEAR ][ 2 ONLY TO CLEAR III 4 ONLY TO CLEAR III 2 ONLY TO CLEAR II 1 ONLY TO CLEAR ■ 4 ONLY TO CLEAR 


1 


IT 


If 


¥ 




Fushion Full Double Size 
Otterman Storage Bed 
Frame Black or Brown 

SAVE 40% NOW 04 4A 
Was £299 ONLY£ I 43 


The Aurora King Size 
Antique Brass Top of the 
Range Bed Frame 

SAVE 60% NOW can 
Was £399 ONLY £33 


The Balmoral Oak 
Extending 
Dining Tables 

SAVE 70% NOWOQA 
Was £299 ONLY CO V 


The Tampa Dark Wood 
Tall Glass Display 
Units 

SAVE 60% NOW 04 AA 
Was £499 ONLYC I 43 


The Chentsy Oak 
Extending Table 
Seats 10 Crazy Deal 

SAVE 60% NOW 04 RA 
Was £499 ONLYC I 30 


Dark Wood Console 
Table Modern Design 
Crazy Price 

SAVE 70% NOW OOQ 
Was £149 0NLy££3 


1 ONLY TO CLEAR 3 SETS ONLY 2 Sets Only 4 BEDS ONLY 2 ONLY TO CLEAR 6 ONLY TO CLEAR 


Dark Wood Crazy Price 
Coffee Tables 
Very Good Quality 

SAVE 50% NOW OCA 
Was £99 ONLY £33 


3 Seater + 2 Seater 
Bonde, 2 Leather Sofas 
Black on Brown Fast Delivery 

SAVE 40% NOW CROC! 
Was £899 ONLY?*? 


3 Seater + 2 Seater 
Brown Leather Sofas 
Crazy Low Price 


% Size 4ft Wide 
Black Metal Bed Frames 
Crazy Deal 


CR9Q SAVE 40% nowCRQQ SAVE 60% now CAO 
?*?“? Was £999 ONLY Was £249 ONLY £43 


Full Double Size 
Super Memory Foam 
Mattress 

SAVE 70% NOW OflO 
Was £299 ONLY £03 


Full Double Size 
Complete Memory Foam 
Top Quality Beds 

SAVE 60% NOW Cl OO 
Was £399 ONLYC I 33 


ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST ONE ONLY TO CLEAR III ONE ONLY TO CLEAR III 3 ONLY TO CLEAR IfONE ONLY TO CLEAR III ONE ONLY TO CLEAR 


Luxury Memory Foam 
Full Double Size 
Mattress 

SAVE 50% NOW CIIO 

Was £249 ONLYC I 


2 Seater 

Brown Fabric Sofa 
Latest Design 

SAVE 60% NOW COO 
Was £429 ONLY £33 


Super Large Oak 2 Drawer Bedside 

T.U. Units End of Line Chests Ex Display 

Crazy Price Good Quality 

SAVE 70% N0WCCO SAVE 70% NOW Cl R 

Was £299 ONLY £03 Was £89 ONLY? A ch 


Big 225cm Wide Wardrobe Big 135cm Wide Wardrobe 
Damaged Door Great Oak/White Finish 

Quality Ex Display Ex-Display 

SAVE 70% NOW Cl AO SAVE 70% NOW COO 
Was £499 ONLY£ 143 Was £399 ONLY £33 


Was £399 ONLY 


£99 


ONE ONLY TO CLEAR I ONE ONLY TO CLEAR | ONE ONLY TO CLEAR 2 ONLY TO CLEAR ||| 1 ONLY TO CLEAR 4 ONLY TO CLEAR 


Big 180cm Table Solid 
Wood Great Quality 
Ex Display 

SAVE 70% NOW COO 
Was £399 ONLY £33 


Single Size 

Pink Metal Bed Frame 
To Clear 

SAVE 70% NOW Cl R 
Was £69 0 NLy£>3 


Large Size White 
Corner Wardrobe 
Ex-Display 

SAVE 70% N0WCCO 
Was £249 ONLY £03 


Super Value 
Corner Sofa 
Great Quality 

SAVE 40% NOW C A OO 
Was £999 0NLy£4£3 


Full Double Size 
Luxury Pocket Sprung 
Complex Bed 

SAVE 60% NOW Cl OO 
Was £449 ONLY£ I 33 


Full Double Size 
Complete Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 

SAVE 60% NOW Cl AO 
Was £399 ONLy£ 143 


1 ONLY TO CLEAR 4 ONLY TO CLEAR 6 ONLY TO CLEAR | 15 ONLY TO CLEAR | 2 ONLY TO CLEAR ||| ONE ONLY TO CLEAR 


Full Double Size 
Complete Memory 
Foam Bed 

SAVE 70% NOW COO 
Was £399 ONLY £33 


King Size Super 
Quality Mattress 
Incredible Value 

SAVE 50% NOW Cl OR 
Was £289 ONLy£ I £□ 


Full Single Size 
Good Quality Fully 
Sprung Mattress 

SAVE 30% NOW COO 
Was £299 ONLY ££3 


Single Size Headboard £20 King Size 4 Drawer 
cai Storage Base 

Double Size Headboard Top Quality 

60% King Size Headboard £35 SAVE 60% NOW COO 
Super King Size Headboard £59 Was £240 ONLY £w3 


LazyBoy 

Top Quality Recliner 
Chair Fabric 

SAVE 60% NOW COOQ 
Was £699 0NLy££33 


2 ONLY TO CLEAR III ONE ONLY TO CLEAR III ONE ONLY TO CLEAR III ONE ONLY TO CLEAR III TWO ONLY TO CLEAR || ONE SET ONLY 


LazyBoy Electric Recliner LazyBoy Leather 2 Seater 


Chairs Top Quality Fabric 
Ex. Display 

SAVE 40% NOW C900 
Was £999 ONLY ££33 


Recliner Settee Top 
Quality Ex. Display 

SAVE 60% NOW CRAO 
Was £1499 0NLY£343 


Crazy Deal 3 Seater Sofa Fully Assembled Double 
+ 2 Recliner Chairs Black Wardrobe 4 Drawer Chest 


Bonded Leather 

SAVE NOW CCA Q 
Was £1299 0 NLy£O43 


3 Drawer Bedside 
SAVE 40% NOW Cl CQ 
Was £299 ONLY THE SET 


Full Double Size Ottoman 
Storage Bed Black Faux 
Leather Ex. Display 

SAVE 50% NOW COO 
Was £229 ONLY £33 


Set of 6 Brown 
Fully Assembled Leather 
Dining Chairs 

SAVE 60% NOW CORO 
Was £540 0 NLy££3U 


ALL STOCK ON 
A FIRST COME 
FIRST SERVED 


Level Street, Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
EVERYTHING REDUCED 


Friday 23rd June 9am - 6pm 
Sat 24th June 9am - 6pm 
Sun 25th June 10am - 5pn 
Mon 26th June 9am - 6pm 
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Journey back to roaring 40s at museum 


A MUSEUM is taking people on a nos¬ 
talgic journey back to wartime Brit¬ 
ain. 

The Black Country Living Museum 
is hosting its largest ever 1940s Week¬ 
end on July 15 and 16. 

For an entire weekend, the museum 
will be transformed as vintage vehi¬ 
cles, 40s civilians, army personnel, 


and the sound of air raid sirens fill the 
streets. 

The event is set across the museum’s 
award-winning 26 acres of recreated 
period houses and shops off Tipton 
Road. This year features a wider range 
of food and drink - including a GI bar 
serving American style food and a gin 
bar serving vintage cocktails. 


Jane Allcock, events coordinator at 
the museum, said: “This year we’ve 
pulled out all of the stops. We want 
visitors to feel from the minute that 
they step into the museum that they 
have stepped back in time.” 

Visit bclm.com/40s or call 0121 520 
8054 for more information or to book 
tickets. 


Driving ban for a 
queue-jumper who 
drove into marshall 



Historian strikes it lucky 


Historian David Taylor with Express & Star Editor Keith Harrison 


AN avid historian has won a com¬ 
petition with his discussion on the 
impact of the 1926 General Strike 
in the Black Country. 

David Taylor, who lives in Wom- 
bourne, thoroughly researched and 
explored the strike which saw the 
country’s miners along with other 
industry workers walk out in a 
move of solidarity - creating the 
first ever general strike in Britain. 

The Local History Symposium, 
the 11th of its kind held by Wolver¬ 
hampton City Archives, saw a num¬ 
ber of entrants have 20 minutes to 
discuss historic topics ranging from 
the story of the vicar of Wombourne 


between 1632 to 1652 to Wolver¬ 
hampton Missionary to a panel of 
judges. 

Mr Taylor said he was ‘really 
pleased’ about winning and hopes 
he can further his research with the 
help of his £250 prize handed over 
by Express & Star Editor Keith 
Harrison. 

Mr Taylor said: “I’m very inter¬ 
ested in history, particularly local 
history.” 

The 59-year-old received his 
cheque on Thursday. He plans to 
spend the cash on visiting The Na¬ 
tional Archives in London to de¬ 
velop his findings further. 


A SHORT-TEMPERED motorist 
from Stourbridge who deliber¬ 
ately drove into a traffic marshal 
while queue jumping at a car 
boot sale exit has been given a 
suspended prison sentence and 
a driving ban. 

Martin Wiggin was not prepared to 
wait as traffic backed up at the exit 
of the event in Wombourne, Stafford 
Crown Court heard. 

The 48-year-old pulled out of the queue 
of traffic and drove along the empty en¬ 
trance way at Bridgnorth Road, said Mr 
Nigel Booth, prosecuting. But after a short 
distance he found his path blocked by Todd 
Turley, who was directing traffic dressed in 
a high-vis jacket. Wiggin was forced to stop 
and hurled abuse at the marshal who stood 
his ground. 

The irate motorist then slowly moved his 
car forward in an unsuccessful attempt to 
force Mr Turley out of the way, continued 
Mr Booth. 

When Wiggin repeated the dangerous 
manoeuvre the victim ended up sprawled 
across the bonnet of the Vauxhall and ap¬ 
peared to aim a punch at the windscreen. A 
woman passenger in the car used her mo¬ 
bile to call police and report the incident, 
which happened in May 2015 and was cap¬ 
tured on the dash board camera. 

Impact 

Mr Booth explained: “He had been with 
his girlfriend in a queue but became tired of 
waiting and switched to the empty entrance 
lane in the middle of which stood a man in 
a yellow high vis jacket who forced him to 
stop. There was an impact between the 
front of the vehicle and the man. The man 
later complained of an injury but the pros¬ 
ecution say there is insufficient evidence.” 

An allegation of causing serious injury 
by dangerous driving was discontinued and 
replaced by a charge of dangerous driving, 
which Wiggin admitted on Thursday. 

Miss Rachel Pennington, defending, 
said: “The dash board cam showed the man 
walking around and crouching down to get 
through a fence, displaying no sign of an 
injury after the incident. 

“The defendant accepts that he behaved 
stupidly in his haste to get out of the car 
park and regrets what happened.” 

Wiggin from Hilltop, Stourbridge was 
given a two-month prison sentence sus¬ 
pended for 12 months with £300 costs and 
banned from driving for 18 months 


Hospice in call 
for more help 
from volunteers 


Art contest is 
inspired by 
mental health 


MARY Stevens Hospice, in 
Stourbridge, is appealing 
for more volunteers. 

They are asking for help 
from people who might be 
able to spare even just a cou¬ 
ple of hours a year to help at 
their events. 

An open evening will be 
held at the Hagley Road 
Hospice on July 13, to wel¬ 
come members of the pub¬ 
lic and invite them to find 
out more about the help 
required in order to put 
on events which raise the 
money for the charity. 

During the open evening 
visitors can drop in at any 
time between 6pm and 9pm 
with presentations from the 


fundraising team scheduled 
at 6pm and 7.30pm. 

Laura Millard, in charge 
of event volunteer liaison at 
the hospice, said: “We’re so 
privileged to have the sup¬ 
port of fantastic individuals 
and organisations who make 
our events possible. 

“However, our events are 
getting bigger and bigger, 
and, to be perfectly hon¬ 
est, we’re now at the point 
where we really could do 
with a few extra pairs of 
hands.” 

To find out more about 
the drop-in evening, visit 
the website at www.maryst- 
evenshospice.co.uk or call 
(01384) 377778. 


DUDLEY and Walsall Men¬ 
tal Health Partnership NHS 
Trust (DWMH) is hosting 
the Dawn Jones Art Prize 
for its 12th year. 

The competition invites 
people with experience of 
mental health conditions 
- whether that’s personal 
experience or as a carer, 
friend, relative or employee 
of a mental health organi¬ 
sation - to create inspiring 
artwork. 

The competition was set 
up by Maureen Jones in 
memory of her daughter, 
Dawn Jones, who tragically 
committed suicide in 2005 
at the age of 25 following a 
long battle with depression. 


The competition aims to 
offer people with experience 
of mental health conditions 
the opportunity to express 
themselves and create 
meaningful artwork. It also 
aims to raise awareness of 
mental health issues and 
help reduce the stigma as¬ 
sociated with mental illness. 

People can enter one piece 
of artwork in the categories 
of ‘What makes me happy’ 
and ‘What I am hopeful for’. 
Entries should be submitted 
by July 31 for a chance to 
win a prize of £100 in vouch¬ 
ers and to have the work 
displayed. The full competi¬ 
tion guidelines are at www. 
d wmh. nhs .uk/ artpriz e 
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TAKEOVER 

COMPANY 


n your kitchen without the hassle and cost of 
a full kitchen replacement. 


✓SUPERB CHOICE ✓superb VALUE 
✓SUPERB SERVICE 


THE LATEST DESIGNS FOR DOORS • HANDLES • WORKTOPS 
TAPS •APPLIANCES •BEDROOMS 


BRAND NEW 2017 WINTER SALE OFFER... 


DELIVERING QUALITY AND 
UNRIVALLED VALUE 



Avoid waste, retain your 
cabinets, save money 
and be kind to the 
environment 



Less upheaval and 
hassle and mess of a 
rip-out 


From a simple door or 
worktop change to a 
complete kitchen 
makeover 


Our buying power 
means one thing - 
unbelievable prices & 
deals for you! 


Hundreds of styles & 
finishes of doors & 
worktops 


Fast, immaculate 
installations by our 
experienced skilled 
workforce 


5 years guarantee 
across all workmanship 


Over 30 years of skilled 
experience in the trade 



-- SAVE MONEY. 

SAVE TIME. SAVE HASSLE 


r/:wA<#0i 


01384913969 

www.themakeovercompany.co.uk 

UNIT 22 ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, PEDMORE RD, BRIERLEY HILL 


TALK TO OUR FRIENDLY STAFF 
or click 

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


13V 



*free fitting is a discount to the value of the installation 



Cl iron inr. 


GET A REAL 


RESPONSE 


BY ADVERTISING 


IN THIS SPACE 


Our Specialist Section offers you a wide range of 
local businesses and tradesman to deal with your 
needs and requirements. 

To advertise telephone 01384 353220 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, June 22, 2017 
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GOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 




Two-in-one Stick Vacuum 


Just £29.99 Was £49.99 



Make light work of household cleaning with this two-in-one 1,000W stick vacuum. Compact 
and lightweight, it’s perfect for cleaning in tight spaces, and carrying it from room to room is a 
breeze. This versatile vacuum can be used as either a handheld or an upright vacuum. Simply 
add the floor-cleaning head and the extension handle to convert the handheld vacuum into an 
upright cleaner. The floor-cleaning head features a dual-wheel system for smooth, easy gliding 
on most floor surfaces. A handy crevice tool is also included. This vacuum offers a much 
more hygienic method of cleaning thanks to its bagless design and HEPA filtration system. 

The 1.5-litre dust collector can be emptied straight into the bin, without the laborious task of 
emptying a bag. The HEPA filter also helps to trap microscopic particles, giving a thorough 
clean. The vacuum measures L25.5 x W14.7 x HI 10.5cm with the handle and cleaning head 
attached, and weighs 2.22kg. Power cord length: 500cm. Also available is a set of three 
replacement HEPA filters, and an accessory pack containing a hose, an upholstery brush and a 
power-assisted turbo head, perfect for picking up pet hairs and for a more thorough clean. 


G1025Two-in-one stick vacuum 
G1027Three replacement HEPA filters £7.99 
. G1031 Accessory pack £12.99 


* 





S183NY 
Navy 
open toe 


S183PB 
Pale blue 
open toe 


S149CO 
Coral 
open toe 


S184BK 
Black 
closed toe 


Ladies’ Shoe Range 


With a lightweight and flexible sole, this range of ladies’ shoes is designed to give your 
feet maximum comfort all day long. Available in three styles - choose from a flower toe 
embellishment with either an open or closed toe or an open toe style with bow detail. 
Choose any two pairs of shoes from any range and get the second pair free. 

Insole: leather. Upper: man made. Sole: man made. 

Available in sizes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 




Crossword Solver 


This handy pocket sized Crossword Solver 
with its easy to read LCD display has been 
designed to assist you to find solutions to 
both standards and cryptic clues quickly 
and easily. With a database of 250,000 
words, a thesaurus, spell checker, calculator 
and word games to keep your mind active. 
Presented in a neat compact flip top case, 
the Oxford Crossword Solver is powered by 
a CR 2032 battery, included. 

Easily correct mistakes with this set of six 
erasable ballpoint pens. Pen lines disappear 
immediately so you can complete 
crosswords, puzzles and Sudoku neatly. 
Pack includes 2x red, 2x black & 2x blue 
pens included. Refill sets available. 

D5625 Crossword solver 

D6609 Set of six erasable pens £7.99 

D6610 Set of 12 pen refills £4.99 


SEIKO 



TWO FOR . , 

£14.99/ 


Aluminium 

Wallets 


D9353 

Butterfly 


D5670 

Silver 


D6335 
Red Dot 


D6309 

Flower 


D5849 

Black 


D9354 

Owl 


D6334 

Blue 


D5859 

Red 


New card charging technology means 
your card details can be acquired 
by mobile RFID scanners even when 
you think they are safely tucked 
away in your wallet, pocket or purse, 

Made from lightweight yet durable 
aluminium these wallets will protect 
from fraudsters and their scanning 
equipment. With a stylish brushed 
aluminium finish, they are secured 
shut with a durable one touch clip. 

Practically indestructible, they will 
protect your cards from scratches 
and bending. 

These stylish unisex wallets will hold 

up to12 cards and folded notes. 1 111111 n 11 1 1 1 1 

Measures 11 x 7.5 x 1.7cm and VIDEO ^ 

weighs just 70 grams. availableonline 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 73893 
8am-8pm, 7 days a week 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 12th March and 12th June 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (73893), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


Or please debit my card £_ 


Start r 
date: L 


. Tel. (for queries only)_ 


_EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No _ 


Security r 
Number: L 


"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

P&P 

Norihem Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Stilly Isles & Bre 

Items marked 

Items maiked 

Items marked 

#PI 

£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£9.95** 

£19.95** 

£24.99** 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


**Due to product weight and courier 
limitations we are unable to deliver 
outside mainland UK, to Scottish 
Highlands, Isle 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range, express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 





























































































Saturday 15th July 

LLANDUDNO VIA 

THE HORSESHOE PASS 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 
Child £15.00 

Tuesday 1st August 

COTSWOLD MARKET 
& BOURTON ON THE 
WATER 

Adults £15.00 O.A.P £14.00 
£13.00 


Thursday 27th July 

DAN-YR-OGOF 

SHOWCAVES 

In the Brecon Beacons 
National Park 

Adult £32.00 Child £25.00 
Includes admission to the 
caves & 10 other attractions 

29th July 

BLACKPOOL 

Adults £17.00 O.AP £16.00 
Child £15.00 


Private Hire • Tours • Group Travel 

Thursday 3rd August 

CHATSWORTH HOUSE & 
GARDENS 

Adult £32.00 Child £24.00 

Saturday July 1st 

CHEDDAR & THE CAVES 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 
Child £15.00 

Sat Sept 2nd to Sat Sept 9th 

ISLE OF WIGHT HOLIDAY 

8 days half board 

EXCURSIONS & 
ENTERTAINMENT 

THE ROYAL PIER HOTEL 
£399.00 per person 

Thursday 13th July 

ALREWAS MEMORIAL 
AB0RETUM 

Free time afterwards in 
Lichfield 
£16.00 

Monday 31st July 

LIVERPOOL 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 
Child £15.00 

www.2kstravel.co.uk Pick up times vary Ask when booking 

40, Louise Street, Gornal Wood, Dudley 01902 670387 
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HONOURING OUR FALLEN HEROES 
VK1TH A PLEDGE NOT TO FORGET 
THEIR FAMILIES 

PLEASE DONATE 
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WE SELL NEW BEDS 
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t's A Little More 
Mascara for John 




It’s easy to get your 
first job, but it’s 
really about getting 
your fifth job... 


H e’s thrilled that the new 
touring production of 
hit musical La Cage 
aux Folles will land in 
Wolverhampton from 
Tuesday. 

EastEnders star John John had a great time when he 
visited Birmingham recently, as the show featured in the 
city’s Gay Village. Because the lavish new production 
about a drag artiste in a vibrant St Tropez nightclub is a 
tale of inclusivity. 

John says: “The message is that you can be whoever 
you want to be, no matter what race, religion or sexuality 
you are. We all have to learn to accept, celebrate, 
acknowledge and respect each other’s differences. We 
need to realise that we’re all individuals living together, so 
we have to get along.” 

Bill Kenwright’s La Cage aux Folles is a glitzy, high- 
kicking, feather-trimmed joy starring John and Adrian 
Zmed. It will feature at Wolverhampton’s Grand until July 1. 

George and the dazzling drag artiste Albin, otherwise 
known as Za Za and the star of La Cage aux Folles, live 
an idyllic existence in the heart of St Tropez. But behind 
the curtains of this sparkling extravaganza, all may be 
about to change. 

Georges’ son Jean-Michel announces his engagement 
to the daughter of a notorious right-wing politician 
determined to close down the local colourful night-life. 
Drama and hilarity ensue when a meeting of the parents 
forces them to cover up their vibrant lifestyle. Will Albin be 
able to play the role of his life to ensure that Jean-Michel 
can marry his love? 

The production stars West End hero John, whose 
extensive theatre credits include the West End 
productions of A Chorus Line at the London Palladium, 
Cats, Starlight Express and Chicago. He also played the 
loveable Christian in BBC’s EastEnders. 

Alongside him is Broadway star Adrian, whose 
credits include Blood Brothers, Grease and Falsettos. 

On television he played Officer Vince 
Romano alongside William Shatner in 
the long running hit series T.J. Hooker 
and big screen credits include Johnny 
in Grease 2. 

Joining them is West End icon, 

Marti Webb. She received huge 
critical acclaim for Tell Me on a 
Sunday, a show specifically 
written for her by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Don Black. 

John has spent a lifetime 
preparing for such roles, 
having left school for Cats 
as a teenager. 

“Leaving school 
for Cats when I 
was 16 really 
wasn’t a big 
decision. I’d 
trained for it all 
my life. I’d been away 
at boarding school, 
the Royal Ballet School, 
since I was nine years old, 
and by 16 I was ready to go. 

“During that first year of 
touring, my father passed 
away. I had to deal with a lot 
personally and I also grew up 
a lot. Thinking back on it now, 
it was quite extraordinary, but 
at the time, when you’re 16, you 
don’t give it much attention. 

It doesn’t seem unusual or 
dangerous or out of the 
ordinary.” 

That production remains 
dear to John and he has 
the fondest memories 
of it: “Cats is dear to me 
because it’s the only time 
my father has seen me 
perform. The show will 
always have a special 
place in my heart for that 
reason, but it was also a 


place I spent a lot of my youth. Things 
got very comfortable and very familiar. 

It never felt like going to work, it felt like 
going home.” 

And yet despite getting such a good 
start to his career, John had to work hard 
to make a go of things. While he landed on 
his feet in Cats, he had to repeat the feat again 
and again and again, until he was established. 

“It’s easy to get your first job, but it’s really 
about getting your fifth and your sixth and so on. 
It’s about keeping it going. Being able to take the 
rejections, the criticisms, the good reviews, the bad 
reviews . . . that’s what gets difficult. In many ways, 
one of the things I’m most proud of is that I’ve stuck it 
out and endured it.” 

He’s doing so at present following the death of his 
mother. John had appeared on Celebrity Big Brother 
to raise funds for her care, which cost £45,000 per 
year. However, his mum, Bridget, died in April after 
being diagnosed with dementia and Alzheimer’s in 2010. 

John tried to care for her as long as he could and she 
moved in with him for a while. 

“Then, when we as a family felt we were not equipped 
medically to deal with her condition - my sister 
and I both work - we had to find her a 
placement. 

“The only place we felt was fitting for her 
cost that amount of money and we saw 
a lot of places.” 

He said: “My 
mum passed 
away with 
zero in her 
bank account. 
Zero. I wish she 
had enjoyed the 
money. She saved 
for the wrong things, 
she saved for her family. 

“My mum worked so hard 
every day of her life and what she had was 
to leave, not to us necessarily, but to her 
grandchildren, and that was all she had. 

“People now say things like, There are 
positive ways to live with dementia’. You name 
me one. Because as far as I can see, there 
is nothing positive to having Alzheimer’s or 
dementia. 

“It is brutal and it is cruel and I have 
nothing good to say about it.” 


La Cage aux Folles is a joyous production. The original 
1983 Broadway production received nine nominations 
for Tony Awards and won six, including Best Musical, 

Best Score and Best Book. The success of the musical 
spawned a West End production and several international 
runs. 

The 2004 Broadway revival won the Tony Award for 
Best Revival, and the 2008 London revival garnered the 
Laurence Olivier Award for Best Musical Revival. The 2010 
Broadway revival was nominated for eleven Tony Awards, 
winning the Tony Award for Best Revival of a Musical. 

It has toured around the world, with productions in 
Australia, Germany, Colombia, Mexico, Estonia, Spain, 
Portugal, Holland, Korea, Denmark, Panama, Puerto 
Rica, Swede and the Philippines. 

John is happy simply to be a part of it: “Thinking about 
La Cage aux Folles makes me quite emotional. We’ve 
had a standing ovation every night. I’ve just come off a 
sell-out tour of Chicago and we very rarely had a standing 
ovation. This is the kind of show that compels people 
to get on their feet. The book [by Harvey Fierstein] is a 
gift, there isn’t a word out of place. To be able to stand 
onstage every night and sing “I Am What I Am” is really 
life-affirming. 

“It’s a riot from start to finish. Gary McCann has done 
an amazing job with our set - it looks like the inside of a 
jewellery box. My costumes are sensational - I have 14 
changes in the first half alone. Albin has been played by 
some legends before me, and it’s not something I take 
on lightly. I’m from Manchester and I decided to play him 
as a northerner. It feels very familiar to me, and I feel very 
comfortable in his shoes because of that.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
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WNO take audience back 
to seductive old Vienna 


Welsh National Opera return to Birmingham 
Hippodrome next week to offer a taste of 
one of music’s most seductive destinations, 
Vienna, with a celebration of the city’s 
musical culture and style. 

The season includes a new production of Richard 
Strauss’s sumptuous comedy Der Rosenkavalier, 
and a revival of John Copley’s opulent, traditional 
production of Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss II. 
Alongside these are performances of WNO’s classic 
production of Puccini’s Madam Butterfly. 

WNO’s new music director, Tomas Hanus, will 
conduct both Die Fledermaus, performed on 
Wednesday, and Der Rosenkavalier, performed on 
Saturday, July 1. 

Directed by Olivia Fuchs with design by Niki Turner, 


the new production of Der Rosenkavalier will take 
audiences on a passionate journey to 1911 Vienna. 
Celebrated soprano Rebecca Evans will be making a 
role debut in the iconic role of The Marschallin. The 
revival of Die Fledermaus will also transport audiences 
to early 1900s Vienna in a production that revels in 
frivolity and fancy frocks at a masquerade ball. 

Completing the trio of operas is Puccini classic 
Madam Butterfly, on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Joachim Flerz’s production will be directed by 
Sarah Crisp and conducted by Andrew Greenwood. 
Madam Butterfly tells the heartbreaking tale of 
Cio-Cio-San’s love and loss at the hands of her US 
naval officer, Pinkerton. Linda Richardson returns to 
share the role of Cio-Cio-San with Judith Howarth. 

Paul Charles Clarke sings the role of Pinkerton. See 
birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 5000. 


Dude returns to 
roll away the years 



As leader of 1970s British 
rock legends Mott The 
Hoople, Ian Hunter is widely 
revered as one of rock 
‘n’ roll’s most compelling 
performers and most 
articulate songwriters. 

As author of such anthems as All 
The Way From Memphis and the 
voice of such landmark albums as 
All The Young Dudes, he remains a 
hero to fellow musicians and fans 
around the world. He is bringing 
his Rant Band for a concert at 
Birmingham Town Hall on Sunday. 

Hunter, pictured, joined Mott The 
Hoople in 1969. With Mott, he had 
recorded four albums - Mott The 
Hoople, Mad Shadows, Wildlife 


and Brain Capers by the time they 
hit international stardom with the 
glam rock anthem, the David Bowie 
penned All The Young Dudes. 

The band’s success continued 
with Mott and The Hoople, between 
them containing the hits All The 
Way From Memphis, Honaloochie 
Boogie, Roll Away The Stone and 
The Golden Age Of Rock ‘n’ Roll. 

Mott disbanded in 1974 and 
Ian moved to New York, starting a 
celebrated solo career. The albums 
Ian Hunter, All American Alien Boy, 
Overnight Angels, You’re Never 
Alone With A Schizophrenic, Short 
Back ‘n’ Sides and All Of The Good 
Ones Are Taken. 

Barry Manilow took one of Ian’s 
most personal songs, Ships into the 
charts . 


Ian took time out to produce in 
the ‘80’s, returning in 1993, since 
then Ian has produced what some 
critics feel to be his best work , 

The Artful Dodger, Rant, Shrunken 
Heads, Man Overboard and When 
I’m President. 

Mott The Hoople have reformed 
twice and Hunter played two 
successful tours with them. 

But, whilst proud of his past 
achievements, he would prefer to 
focus on the future. Hunter said: 
“For the first 15 years of my life, I 
had no idea what I was here for. But 
then Elvis came out and it was, ‘Oh, 
that’s what I am here for’. 

“Rock ‘n’ roll gave me a great life 
and I don’t know what I would have 
done without it. It’s all I know.” 


Mirga takes the 
baton for opera 

Acclaimed young Lithuanian 
conductor and Music 
Director of the City of 
Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra, Mirga 
Grazinyte-Tyla, pictured, 
will be holding the 
baton when Mozart 
opera Idemeneo is 
performed at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, at 5pm on 
Saturday. 

English tenor Jeremy Ovenden will be in the title 
role as the King of Crete in a story from ancient 
Greece. Sung in Italian with English surtitles, the 
three hour performance will include two intervals. 


Old and young punk 
rockers in action 

Pick of the gigs include punk veterans Dead 
Kennedys at Birmingham’s 02 Academy on Monday, 
and controversial young punks Cabbage across the 
city at Digbeth’s 02 Institute tomorrow (Friday). 

Joy Division are one of the infuences on Birmingham 
band Semantics, who top a four band bill in a home 
town gig at the Sunflower Lounge on Saturday. 

Former W.A.S.P guitarist Chris Holmes brings his 
band Mean Man to the Robin 2 in Bilston on Tuesday, 
and on Wednesday Ritchie Blackmore’s Rainbow are 
at the Genting Arena. 

Wolverhampton’s Slade Rooms next weekend hosts 
local metal band Our World Below, topping a five 
band bill on Friday, July 1. Up-and-coming country 
music duo American Young bring a flavour of modern 
Nashville to the Slade Rooms on July 2. 
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PICTUREBOOK 

ITALY 



Departing Jun '17 to Oct '18 


Price includes 

%/ 11 nights hotel with continental breakfast 
& 9 evening meals 
Excursions to: 

• Lake Garda 

• Siena 

• Rome 

• Florence 

• Pisa 

|/ Travel by luxury coach from a local 
joining point 


12 days ' P 7 AA 
by coach Ll 7? 


pp 


www.leger.co.uk/tours/ipb 


SPECTACULAR 
AUSTRIA ALL INCLUSIVE 


mmm* 
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Departing Jun '17 to Sep '18 


Price includes 

%/ 8 nights hotel with continental breakfast, 
6 evening meals & 5 packed lunches 
%/ Selection of drinks from the hotel bar 
in resort each night 
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Britain's Great Gay Buildings 
(Channel 4,8pm) 

Stephen Fry is joined by seven 
fellow celebrities to mark the 
50th anniversary of the 1967 
Sexual Offences Act, which 
decriminalised private 
homosexual acts between men. 
The group explores the histories 
of several buildings that became 
cornerstones in the battle for 
gay rights in the UK. The Rev 
Richard Coles revisits the 
hedonistic past of London's 
Heaven Nightclub, while Mary 
Portas visits Shibden Hall near 
Halifax to celebrate the life of 
19th-century lesbian heiress 
Anne Lister. Craig Revel 
Horwood investigates Britain's 
drag scene at the Royal Vauxhall 
Tavern, and Simon Callow tells 
the story of Oscar Wilde's 
downfall at the Old Bailey. Plus, 
Rikki Beadle-Blair visit the 
Theatre Royal Haymarket. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. (R) 12.00 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Tennis: Queen’s. The 

AEGON Championships. 5.35 BBC News. 

5.45 Regional Programme. 5.55 

Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.45 Doctor Who. Friendship drives the 
Doctor to make the rashest 
decision of his many lives when, 
trapped on board a giant 
spaceship, caught in the event 
horizon of a black hole, he 
witnesses the death of someone 
he pledged to protect. For a man 
well-accustomed to bending the 
laws of time to his advantage, now 
every passing second seems to be 
leading to an awful loss beyond 
even his control. Flowever, he 
remains determined to overcome 
the odds and redeem his mistake, 
but prevailing against time itself 
could be one battle too many for 
the Time Lord. 

7.30 Pitch Battle. The choral music 
contest continues, as Mel 
Giedroyc gives another diverse 
selection of choirs a chance to 
compete in head-to-head knock¬ 
out challenges. The groups will be 
asked to demonstrate their 
signature style with a 
“showstopper” performance, 
before moving on to test their 
mettle in a “riff-off” that sees them 
competing opposite a rival outfit. 
Another guest adjudicator takes a 
seat on the panel, to help resident 
judges Gareth Malone and Kelisto 
deliver their expert opinions on 
each performance. 

9.00 Casualty. Alicia’s concerns about 
Ethan escalate when she discovers 
he hasn’t been sleeping, and has 
instead been keeping watch 
outside of Scott Ellisson’s flat. 
Elsewhere, lain and Lily begin the 
day with a spring in their step after 
their night together, but cracks 
begin to show in their blossoming 
relationship when they disagree 
over how to deal with an elderly 
couple hospitalised following a 
botched suicide pact. Plus, sparks 
fly between Connie and Sam. 

9.50 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Cathy goes to 
extreme lengths to impress her 
psychologist boyfriend. (R) 

10.20 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.40 Film: The Proposal. (2009) 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.40 Film: Love Affair. (1939) Romantic 
drama, starring Charles Boyer and Irene 
Dunne. 8.05 Film: Odette. (1950) The 
French widow of an English soldier 
becomes a British spy during the Nazi 
occupation of her country. Fact-based 
Second World War drama, starring Anna 
Neagle and Trevor Floward. 10.00 Monty 
Flails’ Great Irish Escape. (R) 11.00 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 1.00 Film: Splash! 
(1984) A mermaid falls for a New Yorker 
she saved from drowning and assumes 
human form so she can follow him onto 
dry land. Romantic fantasy comedy, 
starring Tom Hanks and Daryl Hannah. 

2.45 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 4.30 Flog It! (R) 

5.30 Glastonbury 2017. 

7.00 Supercharged Otters: Natural 
World. Cameraman Charlie 
Hamilton James has been 
captivated by otters for the last 25 
years and has filmed them more 
than anyone else. Now, through 
the eyes of three river orphaned 
otters, he sets out to reveal their 
survival secrets and exactly why 
he believes these creatures are so 
special. (R) 

8.00 Glastonbury 2017. Clara Amfo 
and Nick Grimshaw present 
highlights from the Pyramid Stage, 
where pop starlet Katy Perry 
makes her debut Glastonbury 
appearance today. Plus, the best 
performances from across the 
festival ground throughout the 
second day, and another selection 
of bespoke acoustic music. 

9.00 Glastonbury 2017. Clara Amfo 
and Jo Whiley present live, 
uninterrupted coverage of this 
evening’s headline set by Foo 
Fighters. Fans and attendees will 
both be hoping frontman Dave 
Grohl will be taking good care of 
himself before travelling to Worthy 
Farm this weekend; he and his 
band were due to perform as a 
headline act at the 2015 festival, 
but were forced to pull out after 
Grohl broke his leg during an on¬ 
stage stunt at a concert in Sweden. 
Beyond the US rockers’ set, 

Lauren Laverne and Huw Stephens 
will be touring the festival grounds 
to take in a few more acoustic 
performances. 

1.00 Film: Goodbye First Love. (2011) 
Romantic drama, with Lola Creton and 
Sebastian Urzendowsky. 2.45 This Is 
BBC Two. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 ITV 
Racing: The Opening Show. 10.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.25 Film: Horrid Henry: 

The Movie. (2011) 1.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.30 ITV Racing Live: Royal 
Ascot. Coverage of day five of the 
prestigious festival. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.25 Catchphrase: Celebrity Special. 
New series. Stephen Mulhern 
returns with the guessing game- 
show in which three contestants 
are challenged to figure out which 
familiar lie behind a series of 
animated clues. For this opening 
episode, Stephen is joined by a trio 
of celebrity contestants; Diversity’s 
Ashley Banjo, Benidorm actor Jake 
Canuso and TV presenter Lorraine 
Kelly, who all stay in the game 
right through to the Super 
Catchphrase round. 

7.30 The Voice Kids. The junior version 
of the singing talent contest 
reaches its third round, as Emma 
Willis invites more youngsters 
between the ages of eight and 14 
to take to the stage and prove their 
talent. Coaches Will.i.am, Danny 
Jones and Pixie Lott continue to 
seek new recruits to fill up their 
teams, while the kids themselves 
will have their eyes on the £30,000 
prize - and the a family holiday to 
Disneyland Paris. 

9.00 Film: Casino Royale. (2006) 
James Bond achieves his ’00’ 
status and is dispatched on the 
trail of Le Chiffre, an international 
criminal financing terrorist 
organisations around the world. 
Bond’s investigation leads to a 
casino in Montenegro, where he 
takes part in a high-stakes poker 
game in a bid to bankrupt Le 
Chiffre and put an end to his plans. 
Spy thriller, directed by Martin 
Campbell and starring Daniel Craig 
in his first outing as 007, with Eva 
Green, Mads Mikkelsen, Judi 
Dench and Giancarlo Giannini. 

11.50 ITV News; Weather. 

12.10 The Chase. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10Transvulcania Ultra Marathon. 6.35 
Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 7.05 
Ironman: Staffordshire. 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.55 Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix 
Practice 3 Live. 12.25 FI Meets Toto 
Wolff. 12.55 Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand 
Prix Qualifying Live. Coverage from the 
Baku City Circuit (Start-time 2.00pm). 

3.30 World’s Most Expensive Cars. 4.35 
A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.35 
Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or List It. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Autistic Gardener. Alan 
Gardner visits Bristol, where Ig, 

Joe and their three children need 
some help clearing their 100-foot 
garden of weeds and waste. With a 
budget of £15,000, the 
professional gardener sets out to 
restore some order to their 
overgrown, chaotic plot. He also 
visits the gardens at The Getty 
Centre in Los Angeles, where he 
discovers a geometrical layout is 
the key to the design. 

8.00 Britain’s Great Gay Buildings. 
Stephen Fry, Richard Coles, Mary 
Portas, Craig Revel Horwood, 
Simon Callow, Rikki Beadle-Blair, 
Liz Carr and Waheed Alii explore 
buildings that helped define gay 
rights in the UK. 

9.00 Film: Identity Thief. (2013) A 
con-woman acquires an 
executive’s credit card numbers, 
and lives a life of luxury at his 
expense. The outraged victim sets 
out on a mission to track down the 
fraudster and bring her to justice 
personally - resulting in them 
travelling on a disastrous road trip 
across America together. Comedy, 
with Jason Bateman, Melissa 
McCarthy, Jon Favreau and 
Amanda Peet. 

11.15Film: The Purge. (2013) The 

American government responds to 
rising crime rates by introducing 
an annual 12-hour period when all 
laws are suspended, so the people 
can get violent impulses out of 
their system. A family takes shelter 
at home, but when a stranger 
turns up asking for help, the 
mayhem outside soon catches up 
with them. Horror, starring Lena 
Headeyand Ethan Hawke. 

12.50 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. (R) 1.40 
Hollyoaks. 3.50 Ackley Bridge. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.50 Animals Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.15 Police 
Interceptors: Deadly Pursuit. (R) 1.15 
The Great British Benefits Handout. (R) 
2.15 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 3.15 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door: When Neighbours Attack. (R) 

4.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away 
Special. 5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.05 5 News Weekend. 

6.10 Funniest Ever Toddler Tantrums. 

A collection of comic clips 
featuring youngsters that have 
taken the internet by storm, 
featuring sassy six-year-old 
Johanna belting out her version of 
Aretha Franklyn’s Respect. (R) 
7.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady’s revival 
of the dating game show 
continues, as a former member of 
the Royal Air Force embarks on a 
mission to find her very own 
Prince Charming, and a male 
swimwear model takes his pick of 
three single ladies. Plus, Paul 
catches up with last week’s 
matches to discover whether their 
first dates were a success. 

8.00 Before They Were Stars. Part two 
of two. Dale Winton revisits 
another selection of archive clips 
that immortalised popular 
celebrities’ first, ill-advised forays 
into the cut-throat world of 
showbusiness. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.05The Miranda Hart Story. Profile of 
the comedian, examining her early 
years performing at the Edinburgh 
Festival before reaching stardom 
with her successful sitcom and 
dramatic role in Call the Midwife. 
(R) 

11.25 Lip Sync Battle UK: Manford v 
Keegan. Melanie Brown and 
Professor Green present the 
musical game show as comedian 
Jason Manford and actress 
Michelle Keegan go head to head 
lip-synching to a hit song. (R) 

11.50 Access. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Gold Digger 
and Proud. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Toots & The Maytals & Liam 
Gallagher at Glastonbury 2017. The 
Jamaican musical group’s performance 
earlier this afternoon. 8.00 The National 
at Glastonbury 2017. The US indie- 
rockers’ performance, live at the Pyramid 
Stage. 9.00 Father John Misty at 
Glastonbury 2017. Live coverage of the 
American singer-songwriter’s set this 
evening. 10.00 The Jacksons at 
Glastonbury 2017. Live coverage of the 
popular funk-pop family band’s set at the 
West Holts stage. 11.45 Top of the Pops: 

1984 12.20 Northern Soul: Living for the 
Weekend 1.20 Classic Soul at the BBC 

2.20 Otis Redding: Soul Ambassador 

3.20 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 Take Me Out 1.10 Catchphrase 

1.50 You’ve Been Framed! Goes Wild! 

2.50 Film: Arthur (2011) 3.50 FYI Daily 
3.55 Film: Arthur (2011) 5.00 Film: 
Freaky Friday (2003) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 
Film: Freaky Friday (2003) 6.55 Film: 
Step Up 2: The Streets (2008) 7.55 FYI 
Daily 8.00 Film: Step Up 2: The Streets 
(2008) 9.00 Love Island: The Weekly Hot 
List 10.00 Celebrity Juice: Halloween 
Special 10.50 Family Guy 12.20 
American Dad! 1.20 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.20 Film: Murder on the Orient 
Express (1974) 12.55 Lewis 2.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & 
Order: UK 1.55 On the Buses 2.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

1.45 Film: The Great Outdoors (1988) 

2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: The Great 
Outdoors (1988) 3.30 Live 2017 FIFA 
Confederations Cup. 6.15 Football 
Rivalries 6.30 Storage Wars 6.55 The 
Sweeney 8.00 River Monsters 9.05 Film: 
Jaws 2 (1978) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Jaws 2 (1978) 11.25 Film: Jaws 3 
(1983) 12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: Jaws 
3 (1983) 1.30 The Football Mavericks 
2.25 Tommy Cooper 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 12.45 Film: 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (2009) 2.30 The Goldbergs 
5.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 

Fast & Furious 5 (2011) 11.35 Gogglebox 

1.45 Tattoo Fixers 2.45 Rude Tube 3.35 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 4.20 How I 
Met Your Mother 5.00 Rude(ish) Tube 



Varifocals Free with 
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£ £ OF MONEY £ £ 

From £40 Single, 

£55 Bifocals, 

£65 Varifocals 

(complete with frames) 

Prescription Sunglasses 

Clip on ready readers 
\ P Clip on sunglasses 

Put old lenses into new frames from £30 



WE DO NOT TEST SO BRING YOUR 
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01384 237989 
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CHOICE 



Poldark 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Ross is ordered to leave 
Roscoff under threat of 
execution. He travels with 
Tholly to meet his contact in 
France, but finds information 
about Dwight's fate comes at a 
high price. Sam leads a 
congregation of methodists in 
protest outside the church - 
only to face broken promises 
from George, who revokes 
their lease on the meeting 
house, which leads them 
to turn to Elizabeth for help. 
Geoffrey Charles has some 
words of advice for Drake, who 
has shared a moment of 
intimacy on the beach with 
Morwenna. Aidan Turner, 

Ellise Chappell, Harry 
Richardson, Sean Gilder, Tom 
York, Jack Farthing, Gabriella 
Wilde, Heida Reed and Harry 
Marcus star. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 2.00 Tennis: Queen’s. 5.10 
Points of View. 5.25 Songs of Praise. 
6.00 Celebrity Mastermind. John 
Humphrys tests Shappi 
Khorsandi, Chris Stark, Piers 
Taylor and Lee Pearson on Charlie 
Chaplin, Scott Mills, Bob Dylan 
and British birds. (R) 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Sean Fletcher reports 
from Carmarthenshire, where he 
meets an expert on birds of prey in 
Carmarthenshire who uses drones 
designed to look like birds to train 
falcons to hunt. He takes a look 
behind the scenes in the workshop 
where they are built and visits a 
breeding unit for peregrine falcon 
chicks. Plus, a selection of reports 
from the series featuring working 
animals. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The roving 
team values more decorative 
objects and rarities belonging to 
the public. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross is ordered to leave 
Roscoff under threat of execution. 
He travels with Tholly to meet his 
contact in France, but finds 
information about Dwight’s fate 
comes at a high price. Sam leads a 
congregation of methodists in 
protest outside the church - only 
to face broken promises from 
George, who revokes their lease 
on the meeting house, which leads 
them to turn to Elizabeth for help. 
Geoffrey Charles has some words 
of advice for Drake, who has 
shared a moment of intimacy on 
the beach with Morwenna. 

10.00 BBC News. 


10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30Tracey Breaks the News. Tracey 
Ullman returns with a one-off 
political and topical offering, 
filmed close to transmission and 
broadcast in the aftermath of the 
general election. (R) 

11.00 Live at the Apollo. Leading 

performers on the stand-up circuit 
share their light-hearted views on 
modern life. (R) 

11.30 Film: The Spectacular Now. 

(2013) 

1.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.05 

BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.45 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.30 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.00 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.30 Great British Menu. (R) 12.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 1.00 Sailing: America’s 
Cup Highlights. 2.00 Money for Nothing. 
(R) 2.45 Garden Rescue. (R) 3.15 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 Natural 
World. (R) 5.10 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Glastonbury 2017. Mark Radcliffe 
and Lauren Laverne present 
coverage of the afternoon’s 
highlights, including the Bee Gee 
and classic songwriter Barry 
Gibb’s performance at the Sunday 
Afternoon Legends slot. Plus, Nile 
Rodgers and his disco band Chic 
perform many oftheirhitsatthe 
Pyramid Stage, alongside a 
selection of acoustic sets from 
throughout the day, live reports 
from around the site, and a look 
forward to the final headliner, pop 
star Ed Sheeran. 

9.00 Glastonbury 2017. Clara Amfo 
and Huw Stephens present live 
coverage of global pop star Ed 
Sheeran’s performance at the 
Pyramid Stage on the third and 
final night of coverage from the 
festival at Worthy Farm, marking 
the singer’s debut as a 
Glastonbury headliner. Following 
Ed Sheeran’s live performance, Jo 
Whiley, Mark Radcliffe and Huw 
Stephens take over the presenting 
reins on the BBC Two sofa and 
reminisce on the best of the final 
day of the Festival, looking back at 
their own personal highlights from 
across the weekend. Last in the 
series. 

12.00 Film: Up There. (2012) A spirit is 
given the job of escorting the recently 
deceased to the afterlife, when all he 
wants to do is cross over himself. He is 
partnered with an annoyingly cheerful 
sidekick for his latest assignment, but 
they manage to lose the soul in question 
and face a frantic search through a 
British seaside town. Comic fantasy, 
starring Burn Gorman, Kate O’Flynn and 
Aymen Hamdouchi. 1.15 Sign Zone: 
Question Time. David Dimbleby chairs 
the debate from Plymouth, with a panel 
of politicians and other guests facing 
topical questions from the audience. (R) 

2.15 Holby City. As Jasmine begins to 
investigate the past, she makes a 
shocking discovery, while Dorn takes a 
dim view when new friend Lofty appears 
insensitive. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Britain’s Best Walks with Julia Bradbury. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 12.00 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.10 Film: King Ralph. (1991) 
Comedy, starring John Goodman. 2.00 
The Voice Kids. fa) 3.30 Live 2017 FIFA 
Confederations Cup. Germany v 
Cameroon (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Film: The Amazing Spider-Man 2. 
(2014) The webslinging hero 
battles a powerful new enemy 
when a downtrodden engineer 
develops lethal electrical powers, 
which he unleashes on those he 
believes have betrayed him. As if 
that wasn’t enough to keep him 
busy, he faces an even greater 
threat when he is reunited with an 
unstable old friend who has been 
charged with a sinister mission by 
his dying father, leading to a series 
of tense confrontations that 
threaten to change his life for ever. 
Superhero adventure sequel, 
starring Andrew Garfield, Emma 
Stone and Dane DeHaan. 

9.00 The Loch. The police hold a press 
conference to appeal for 
information about Jonjo, and 
Smilie hopes to take the 
opportunity to reassure the public 
that they have nothing to fear and 
prevent news of the human heart 
found by the lake from spreading 
further. However, his plans are 
disrupted by Blake, who reveals 
everything and shares his theory 
that the community is being 
terrorised by a serial killer. An 
unexpected discovery is made 
outside the village hall during a 
town meeting set up to try and 
identify the killer. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. Allegra Stratton presents a 
guide to the latest issues on social 
media. (R) 

11.15Lethal Weapon. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.35 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 
Frasier. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Frasier. 
(R) 9.25 Eating Well with Hemsley + 
Hemsley. 10.00 Sunday Brunch. 1.00 
Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix Live 
Build-Up. Previewing the eighth round of 
the season. 1.35 Formula 1 Azerbaijan 
Grand Prix Live. Coverage from the Baku 
City Circuit (Start-time 2.00pm). 4.10 
Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix Live 
Reaction. A review of the eighth round of 
the season. 5.00 Guy Martin: Last Flight 
of the Vulcan Bomber. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Grand Designs. Boat enthusiast 
James Strangeways invites Kevin 
McCloud to survey progress on 
the construction of his new home, 
which his architect nephew Ben 
Hebblethwaite has designed to be 
as “un-houselike” as possible. 
James has spent the past 35 years 
travelling the canals and 
waterways of Britain, and despite 
never liking houses, has decided 
now is the time to put down roots 
on dry land. Ben hoped a home 
standing on stilts above a marsh, 
and incorporating ship-like 
qualities such as a keel-shaped 
roof, will be enough to satisfy his 
boat-mad uncle. However, Ben’s 
contractor goes into liquidation a 
few months into the project, taking 
£87,000 of the £300,000 budget, 
and when James decides to make 
a few tweaks to the design, alarm- 
bells begin to ring for the young 
architect. (R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys: India. Part 
two of two. Timothy West and 
Prunella Scales explore the 
Brahmaputra river, where they 
follow an old trade route, meet a 
community of monks and take a 
ride on an elephant. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. Offred 
receives a surprising proposition 
from Serena Joy that brings back 
memories of the unconventional 
way she met her husband. 

10.108 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Joe Lycettand Michelle Wolf join 
regulars Jon Richardson and Sean 
Lock for the words-and-numbers 
game, with Adam Riches in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

11.15 Film: The Last Days on Mars. 
(2013) Sci-fi horror. 

1.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.00 The Last Leg. (R) 2.55 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Mr 
Men. (R) 6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.30 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.35 Wissper.(R) 6.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.55 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.25 Oily the Little White 
Van. (R) 7.30 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. (R) 8.05 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.20 
Wissper. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.10 Little Princess. (R) 9.25 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.45 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 
12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.25 Film: 
Jack and the Beanstalk. (2010) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Colin Ford. 3.10 
Film: Did You Hear about the Morgans? 
(2009) Romantic comedy, starring Hugh 
Grant and Sarah Jessica Parker. 5.15 
Film: Made of Honor. (2008) Romantic 
comedy, starring Patrick Dempsey and 
Michelle Monaghan. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Action from the third T20 
international of the three-match 
series, which took place at The 
SSE SWALEC in Cardiff. 

8.00 That’s So 1994. The events of 
1994, when the Church of England 
ordained its first female priests, 
the first UK National Lottery draw 
took place, and the Channel Tunnel 
opened.(R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.05 OMG! My Barbie Body. New 
series. Documentary series about 
people who have undergone 
extreme cosmetic surgery, 
beginning with three women who 
have tried to turn themselves into 
Barbie dolls. 

11.00 Film: Role Models. (2008) After a 
brush with the law, two 
irresponsible men have to look 
after troubled kids as community 
service. Comedy, with Paul Rudd, 
Seann William Scott and 
Christopher Mintz-Plasse. 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Our Dream 
Hotel. (R) 4.00 Britain’s Greatest 
Bridges. (R) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Rag’n’Bone Man and Shaggy at 
Glastonbury 2017. Coverage of the 
singers’ performances at the festival. 

8.00 Special Guests at Glastonbury 2017. 
Special appearances at the John Peel 
Stage. 9.00 Operation Crossbow 10.00 
Storyville: Russia’s Toughest Prison - 
The Condemned 11.20 Horizon: 
Antarctica Ice Station Rescue 12.20 The 
Comet’s Tale 1.20 Timeshift: The Golden 
Age of Coach Travel 2.20 David 
Attenborough’s Zoo Quest in Colour 3.50 
Close 
ITV2 

11.55 The Voice Kids 1.25 Film: 

Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 2.25 FYI Daily 
2.30 Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 3.10 
Film: The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(2000) 4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 
5.00 Film: Rubber (1997) 6.05 FYI Daily 

6.10 Film: Rubber (1997) 6.50 Film: The 
Wedding Planner (2001) 7.50 FYI Daily 

7.55 Film: The Wedding Planner (2001) 
9.00 Love Island 10.00 Love Island: 
Aftersun 11.00 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 1.30 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.00 Planet’s 
Funniest Animals 2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 The Darling Buds of May 1.05 
Hidden Treasure 3.10 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 5.15 Foyle’s War 7.15 The Road 
to Coronation Street 9.00 Joanna 
Lumley’s Japan 10.00 Law & Order: UK 
12.00 Wire in the Blood 3.35 May the 
Best House Win 5.15 On the Buses 5.40 
ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.10 Pawn Stars 12.35 Film: Rio Bravo 
(1959) 1.35 FYI Daily 1.40 Film: Rio 
Bravo (1959) 3.30 Live 2017 FIFA 
Confederations Cup. Chile v Australia 
(Kick-off 4.00pm). 6.00 Fierce 7.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.05 Film: The Great Train 
Robbery (1978) 10.10 FYI Daily 10.15 
Film: The Great Train Robbery (1978) 

11.20 Film: The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007) 
12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (2007) 2.30 Tommy 
Cooper 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.55 Film: Tooth Fairy (2010) 3.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 8.00 The Crystal Maze: 
Celebrity Special 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 Film: Underworld: Rise of 
the Lycans (2009) 11.50 Gogglebox 

12.55 Rude Tube 2.00 8 Out of 10 Cats 


Advertisement 






No pain and no more 
multiple failing teeth 


Speech now normal 
and perfectly clear 


W HEN former university mental health lec¬ 
turer Roy Philpott recognised involuntary 
changes in his social behaviour, he knew he 
needed help — and quickly. 

“Below the radar,” he says, “things were happening to my 
teeth in my early-60s and by the time I was 70, problems 
were visible and very acute.” 

But the issues were not just affecting his oral health. 
Studies of the mysterious collaborations between our 
bodies and minds have established medical links between 
failing teeth and mental wellbeing. 

In Roy’s case invasive gum disease had challenged his 
enthusiastic approach to retirement and not least his 
passion in working for the Guide Dogs charity. 

A public speaker for the charity, he became aware of a 
’’terrible self-consciousness” doing fundraising events. 

Symptoms masked 

“My normally clear speaking voice began to change and 
people were asking me to repeat what I’d said. On reflec¬ 
tion, I was probably mumbling. Another strange thing for 
me was that I’d noticed I no longer smiled,” he says. 

During a period of three years he suffered numerous 
gum infections as the insidious disease saw him lose more 
and more teeth. “I’m a Black Country lad and typically 
Black Country folk cope and get on with things and that’s 
just what I did,” he adds. 

When antibiotics failed to work he turned to alternative 
therapies and for a couple of years herbal 
prescriptions appeared to help. 

However, in 2010, Roy recalls what 
he describes as a “turning point” in a 
downwards spiral that ultimately affected 
his ability to eat properly, his digestive 
system and social engagement. On holiday 



Roy with his beloved 

in Scotland, Roy developed Bell’s palsy, a 
partial paralysis of the face.“Treatment 
involved the prescription of steroids,” he 
explains. 

“Suddenly, all the problems with my 
teeth appeared to disappear, but of course 


Vonnie - the adopted labradoodle 

what really was happening, symptoms 
were being masked by the medication and 
the infection was still in the roots of my 
teeth. I thought it had gone, but it hadn’t.” 

In less than a decade, Roy had lost more 
than 16 teeth and his diet had changed 


gagement. On holiday teeth appeared to disappear, but of course than 16 teeth and his diet had changed 

anturM Complete dentur e* Partial denture* Copy, denture * Implant 


Stomach problems 
over and diet good 

dramatically. Embarrassing gaps meant 
he was able to chew on only one side and 
his healthy vegetarian diet, including his 
favourite apples, celery and grapes, was 
limited to soft food choices. 

“My gums hurt, food impacted between 
my remaining teeth resulting in sideward 
pressure and more loosening, and I had to 
make conscious decisions not to stay in. 

“There was no Pizza Hut for me and 
even a simple piece of toast I had to cut 
into small pieces. I was no longer really 
chewing food, just swallowing it and was 
experiencing stomach problems. 

“I’d be chewing and a tooth would just 
fall out... I was not sleeping, had a par¬ 
tial denture I couldn’t get on with and all 
I could think of was ‘what on earth am I 
going to do?’ I was desperate,” he says. 

Secure 

Inspired by testimonials published in his 
local weekly newspaper, he sought help 
with Steven Burchell DipCDT RCS(Eng), 
principal of both North Street Dental and 
Implant Clinic and the Denture Clinic. 
“What an eye-opener! 

“He spent an hour with me on my first 
consultation,” says Roy. Treatment in¬ 
volved the placing of four upper and four 
lower implants to secure over-dentures. 

“Totally secure, hugely functional and 
natural looking - we were able to help 
Roy return to the spontaneous lifestyle he 
enjoyed before his troubles set in,” says 
Steven. 

.rot alnod dontur os Rcpoiro 


reassuring 
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Roy’s patient journey 

My experience with Steven and his team 
was the best and getting the implants is 
money well spent. You need to be com¬ 
mitted to the process, but the end results 
are well worth it. 

- Roy Philpott 

Other testimonials 

Steven’s demeanour and attitude to it all 
gave me the confidence and assurance 
that they could resolve my problem. 
Knowing that Owain was going to do the 
surgery was great. 

— Norma Aston 

When I first saw my teeth I thought 
they looked just like my real teeth. My 
husband couldn’t believe they were 
so good. From start to finish it took 14 
weeks, but it was worth the wait. 

- Viki Ball 


Life with Guide Dogs 

GUIDE Dogs puppy walkers Roy and wife, Sue, 
are committed to changing lives in their work for 
the charity. 

For more than seven years they have been the 
“the foster parents” of puppies which later be¬ 
came fully trained guidedogs. Currently, the cou¬ 
ple from Dudley, have a beautiful labradoodle - 
Vonnie - the “diva of the house,” says Sue. 

Vonnie, who suffered retina damage in an acci¬ 
dent, had her guidedog career cut short, but was 
adopted by the Philpotts. Roy and Sue were fam¬ 
ily to Dudley, the celebrity labrador puppy who 
was sponsored by the mayor’s charity. The prac¬ 
tice has also supported Guide Dogs. 

More information from www.guidedogs.org.uk 
*or> /lco Roll nos Soft lining* 


For appointments at all clinics call 

0800 0285185 


5 North Stroct, Dudley, 
W*»t Mkteufe, OY2 7DT 
www.dentunf-dnic. co ruk 


F Denture Clinic *l*o located at 

Richmond Houm 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton. WV3 9JJ 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Real Murders: An Aurora Teagarden Mystery, 
Channel 5,3.20pm 

Librarian Aurora Teagarden is embroiled in a murder 
case when a member of her book reading group is 
killed. Mystery, with Candace Cameron Bure. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Fatal Justice, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A woman shopping in a convenience store witnesses 
a robbery in which the owner is killed and her niece 
seriously injured, ending up a paraplegic. The 
shopper, Karen, believes she recognises one of the 
robbers, but he is released thanks to a false alibi. 
Tortured by the memories of the murder of her brother 
- a crime that was never solved - Karen embarks on 
a trail of revenge against the perpetrators. Drama, 
starring Cynthia Watros. (2012) 



WEDNESDAY 

Millionaire Mystery: The Ultimate Gift, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

A man has to complete a series of odd tasks set by 
billionaire grandfather in order to receive his 
inheritance from his billionaire grandfather, with no 
idea the challenges will change his life completely. 
Family drama, starring James Garner. (2006) 

THURSDAY 

Left to Die: The Sandra &Tammi Chase Story, 
Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman takes a holiday in Ecuador, but ends up 
arrested for drug trafficking and incarcerated in a 
brutal prison. Her daughter devotes herself to getting 
her released, facing a lengthy battle with bureaucracy 
and a foreign legal system she knows nothing of. Fact- 
based prison drama, starring Barbara Hershey. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Entrapment, BBC1,11.25pm 

An elusive professional art thief suspected of stealing 
a priceless painting is pursued by an insurance agent. 
However, instead of bringing the criminal to book, she 
teams up with him to plot the robbery of a lifetime - 
although neither is sure the other can be trusted. 
Crime thriller, starring Sean Connery, Catherine Zeta- 
Jones and Ving Rhames. (1999) 


Richard opens up the maze 
to more famous faces 


M any viewers couldn’t 

contain their excitement 
when it was announced that 
this puzzle-based TV show was 
winging its way back to our screens. 

It follows last year’s successful 
Stand Up To Cancer special, hosted 
by Stephen Merchant. Rumours of a 
full-time TV comeback first surfaced 
last year, with former Doctor Who 
David Tennant tipped to host. 

However, it was Richard Ayoade 
who was eventually announced as 
the new Maze Master for the series 
reboot. 

The comedian first found fame 
through his roles in The Mighty 
Boosh, Garth Marenghi’s Darkplace 
and The IT Crowd, but has recently 
become an accomplished 
presenter, fronting factual shows 
Travel Man and Gadget Man. 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
writer and star Richard O’Brien was 
the first and most recognised host 
of The Crystal Maze, presenting the 
show during it most successful 
period from 1990 to 1993. 

He was known for his kooky and 


quirky demeanour during the 
show’s games, including his 
Victorian sense of fashion and 
playing the harmonica while he 
waited for contestants to complete 
the tasks.Edward Tudor-Pole then 
took over and ran proceedings 
before the show ended in 1995. 

For those who haven’t seen the 
show before, contestants of The 
Crystal Maze are challenged to 
navigate themselves through a 
labyrinth of tasks. 

They pick up time crystals as they 
pass through each of the four zones 
-Aztec, Medieval, Industrial and 
Futuristic-which they need to use 
in the final mission. 

The team of five contestants must 
then battle in the Crystal Dome to 
win a cash prize. 

There will be 20 hour-long 
episodes in this run, all taking place 
in a specially-built 30,000 sq ft set in 
Bristol, created by original Crystal 
Maze designer James Dillon. 

In last week’s first celebrity 
special, Ore Oduba, Vicky Pattison, 
Alex Brooker, Lydia Bright and 


Louie Spence were the brave 
contenders taking on the challenge. 

Tonight, TV presenter Steve 
Jones, Gogglebox star and queen 
of the I’m A Celebrity jungle Scarlett 
Moffatt, former FI racing driver 
David Coulthard, and TOWIE’s Joey 
Essex, join team captain, model and 
TV personality Jodie Kidd in the four 
fantastical zones, attempting to win 
enough crystals that will earn them 
precious seconds in the Crystal 
Dome to win prizes for Stand Up to 
Cancer. 

Watch out too for comedy actors 
Adam Buxton, known for numerous 
panel shows and podcasts, and 
Jessica Hynes, from Spaced and 
W1 A, who will be making cameo 
appearances. 

Buxton has his own character, a 
disembodied head called Jarhead 
who lives in the Futuristic Zone, and 
asks contestants to answer riddles. 

Hynes, meanwhile, plays The 
Knight, guardian of the Medieval 
Zone, who will present a major 
challenge to any foolhardy crystal 
collector wanting to progress. 



The Crystal Maze: Celebrity Special, Friday, Channel 4, 9pm 



face - luckily for him, RSPCA inspector Anthony 
refuses to give up on Timmy, who is going to need 


MONDAY 

Loaded 

Channel 4,10pm 

This new comedy drama about four friends who 
become rich overnight after selling their video game 
starring a cat for £246 million has divided both 
critics and viewers. However the adventures of 
troubled love-sick Josh (Jim Howick), flash boy Leon 
(Samuel Anderson), guilt-ridden public schoolboy 
Ewan (Jonny Sweet) and likeable ex-junkie Watto 
Nick Helm may still have start-up potential. Rather 
than being about how people would spend that type 
of money if they made it, Loaded has more depth 
and is all about the guilt, pain and torment that such 
wealth brings. The first series ends tonight with the 
gang in disarray, as Leon tries to bring about a 
temporary reconciliation. But the quartet have to 
decide what is more important - the money, the 
company, or staying together. 

TUESDAY 

The Dog Rescuers with Alan Davies 
Channel 5,8pm 

A new, 16-part run begins tonight, and kicks-off in 
heartbreaking fashion with the story of Timmy, an 
elderly collie cross who is discovered in a house 
surrounded by his own mess. To make matters even 
worse, he has a huge and painful tumour on his 


lots of care and attention. Anthony’s fellow inspector, 
Helen, comes face-to-face with stroppy shih-tzu 
Archie; she hopes his grumpy mood will lighten 
once the matted fur obscuring his eyes and ears is 
trimmed back to a manageable length. There’s also 
an insight into the fate of two adorable French 
bulldog puppies abandoned in a box in Pontypool 
Park, and Davies himself pops up in a bid to inspire 
someone to adopt an unwanted animal. 

WEDNESDAY 
Watchdog Live 
BBC1, 8pm 

New series. Matt Allwright, Steph 
McGovern and Nikki Fox return with a 
new series of topical reports and 
investigations, live from the 
programme’s new home in Salford. 

In this episode, the hosts report 
on the alarming concerns 
surrounding smart meters in 
residential properties. 

Elsewhere, the team embark 
on an undercover investigation 
into a company that is training 
their new recruits to deliberately 


target elderly customers with products that they do 
not need, often costing thousands of pounds. 

THURSDAY 
The Supervet 

Channel 4, 8pm 

There was a time when many 
pets and animals would be put 
down due to injury, or left to 
suffer. Thankfully, pioneering 
veterinarian Dr Noel 
Fitzpatrick will always 
go the extra mile to help a 
creature achieve a better 
quality of life. This week 
he uses his talents to 
treat a puppy called 
Poppy, which has 
difficulties with 
walking, and a 
lurcher called Dylan 
needs help with a 
collapsed joint. The 
programme also 
features a one- 
year-old cat that 
was hit by a car 
on its first 


venture outside the house, leaving it requiring 
emergency treatment. 

FRIDAY 

Great British Menu: The Finals 
BBC2, 8pm 

To some cynical viewers, the chance to cook a 
meal may not seem like much of a prize for a 
professional chef. However, the climax of this year’s 
Great British Menu isn’t just any old dinner party - 
it’s a Taste of Summer banquet to celebrate 140 
years of Wimbledon. After making it through the 
regional heats and this week’s finals, the winning 
chefs will now get a chance to present their dishes 
to guests including Wimbledon players and 
champions, as well as those who work hard behind 
the scenes. But will knowing the likes of Tim 
Henman and Judy Murray are about to tuck into 
their food inspire the chefs to serve their best ever 
cooking, or will the pressure in the kitchen get too 
much? 

The Secret World of Posh Pets 
I TV, 8pm 

New series. People’s high-end pampering of their 
pets, detailing the extent to which some wealthy 
individuals indulge their much-loved and respected 
animals. 




When does Ring and Ride operate? 

It operates from 8:00am to 10:30pm Monday to Saturday, and until 3:30pm on a Sunday. It's ideal for 
shopping, seeing friends, heading for work or even a quick pint or two down at your local! 


How much does it cost? 

It's free to register and then just £1.20 each way during the day and £2.20 for evening and £2 for Sunday 
journeys. Friends and relatives can travel with you too - they pay the same as you each way. 

How are journeys booked? 




We offer: photos | canvas prints 
mugs | mousemats | keyrings 
coasters | fridge magnets 
jigsaws | tablet wallpaper 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to view 
and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Dancing in the air? 

(6,2,5) 

8. Did they get 
promotion after 
skating? (8) 

9. Is on charges (4) 

10. A call for a bite (6) 

12. Carry too far 

because of 
celebration (6) 

14. Dances to go 
higher (6) 

16. Soundly beat for 
writing rubbish 
about hothead (6) 

18. Top performer 
brings deserters 
back (4) 

20. Photo of a quick bit 
of markmanship? 

( 8 ) 

22. Be strongly 

inclined to be really 
intelligent (4,1,4,4) 


Down 

1. The make-up of 444 
on hands and knees 
(3,5) 

2. Urging birds to 
produce? (6) 

3. A bit of a nasty 
eyesore (4) 

4. Branch not hitting 
the target? (8) 

5. Mark time and 
refuse to work (6) 

6. Begin, though 
having nothing to 
write (4) 

11. Put Communist 
pointer to the East 
on the drawing 
board again? (8) 

13. Ignore the 

deduction from the 
bill (8) 

15. Student has no 
head for becoming 
the breadwinner (6) 
17. Take up the 

summary again? (6) 
19. Rip a sign of 
sadness(4) 

21. All right in the 

morning, though in 
a frenzy (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

7. Counter-charge (13) 

1. Devote (8) 

8. Remoteness (8) 

2. Squirm (6) 

9. Simple (4) 

10. Bewail (6) 

3. Portent (4) 

4. Second-rate (8) 

5. Be there (6) 

12. Really (6) 

6. Fling (4) 

14. Redress (6) 

11. Alluring (8) 

16. Connect (6) 

13. Outside (8) 

18. Stylish (4) 

15. Fill (6) 

17. Release (3,3) 

20. Uncommunicative (8) 

19. Regard (4) 

22. Upright (13) 

21. Manger (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Bang; 8 Accountant; 

9 Seraglio; 10 Rest; 12 Sweets; 14 Flinch; 

15 Ardent; 17 Cogent; 18 Asti; 19 Eyesight; 

21 Concoction; 22 Side. Down: 2 Afterwards; 

3 Gala; 4 Scales; 5 Put off; 6 Starting; 7 Stet; 

11 Second-hand; 13 Eyepiece; 16 Trench; 

17 Cleric; 18 Arch; 20 Inns. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Load; 8 Roundabout; 

9 Disgrace; 10 Tray; 12 Betray; 14 Trusty; 

15 Vassal; 17 Create; 18 Dear; 19 Sediment; 

21 Politeness; 22 Tusk. Down: 2 Obliterate; 

3 Drag; 4 Lunacy; 5 Advent; 6 Abstruse; 7 Stay; 
11 Astuteness; 13 Restrain; 16 Lessen; 

17 Cudgel; 18 Dupe; 20 Most. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Of what is the farad a unit? 

2. Who created the Secret Seven? 

3. What do the letters LED stand for? 

4. Which of the Seven Wonders of the World 
was found underwater? 

5. What is the capital of Laos? 


6. Into which ocean does the Limpopo flow? 

7. What do we call a mammal of the genus 
Erinaceus? 

8. Of what is semiotics the study? 

9. What is hydrophobia more commonly 
called? 

10. Whose play Hedda Gabler was first 
produced in 1891? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 SS; 2 Moose; 3 Nephew; 4 French 
Revolutionary; 5 £35,000; 6 Vanwall; 

7 Laurel; 8 A computer language; 9 Parsley; 
10 Senegal. 

Niner: PROVINCES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


87943789215 

52915 

3568 


gives a bird, 
gives a second bird, 
gives a third bird. 
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ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | GARDEN CENTRE 



John's Garden 
Charity Open Day 
Sunday 2nd July 
10am-4pm | Entry £5 

This special Sunday 
opening is supporting the 
National Trust's 
Ki nver Edge Centenary 
Appeal & The Beacon Centre 

For further information please 
call us or visit our website 


ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 


Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE | 01384 401996 
Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm, Sundays 9am - 5:30pm 



FILL YOUR NEXT 
VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED 
PRICE RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in • 5 line advert to appear in 

Express & Star (Thursday) Express & Star Classified jobs 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in for 5 nights 

Chronicle of your choice . We will run the lineage and 

• Two week listing on jobs. online advert on a daily basis 

expressandstar.com until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


*AII prices are subject to VAT 




Swish fascias are installed to a high 
standard which can achieve a contemporary 
or traditional look to your home. 


We take deposits , payment on completion 

1000 Customer Surveys rated us 9.5 out of 10 ★★★★★★★★★* 


WINDOWS 


DOORS 


SARNAFIL ROOFING 


CONSERVATORY 


De Rosa 

INSTALLATIONS LTD 


Unit 42, Wombourne Enterprise Park, hpLT 

Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, WV5 OAL 

§ 01902 897111 H 



www.derosawindows.co.uk • www.derosaroofing.co.uk 
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Taste of Greece - on your doorstep 



WHETHER it was the warm sunny Sunday 
afternoon, the party in full swing all around 
us or simply the layout of the quaint and 
rustic-looking restaurant we were sat in... 

Whatever it was, we all felt like we had been whisked 
off to the shores of the Mediterranean. We were in 
fact in a lovely little Greek restaurant, in the middle of 
Kingswinford, but with the beautifully-decorated walls 
and cafe-style layout. 

We had driven passed Zendi, in High Street, on 
numerous occasions and felt it was time to give the 
place a go. Having never eaten at a Greek restaurant 
- but having looked at the menu online and realised 
the food appeared to tick pretty much all the boxes of 
ingredients we love - we were really looking forward to 
the experience. 

CELEBRATION 

What we hadn’t planned on was arriving in the 
middle of a celebration, with scores of happy people 
celebrating the birth of a newborn baby. But for us, 
however, the celebrations just added to the lovely 
atmosphere. 

My wife, Kelly, had already taken a quick glance 
online to see what was on offer, but a little warning is 
needed here - they are not exactly the same, so she was 
a little disappointed to find the swordfish was no longer 
on offer. But there was still plenty to choose from. 

Before the meals, drinks were ordered. My two-year- 
old daughter, Annabelle, had a simple blackcurrant 
squash while we decided to share a bottle of wine. 

When the time came to order our food I was left with 
a dilemma. What to choose when everything looked 
and smelt so good. Zendi’s chefs pride themselves 
on hand-picking their ingredients, which are delivered 
fresh, daily, to give customers ‘a truly refreshing taste 


of Greece’. Not knowing how big the portions would be 
- but knowing we were all very hungry - we ordered a 
starter each, which we shared. 

First was the tzatziki, a famous Greek dip made with 
yoghurt, shredded cucumber, garlic and mint. It is one 
of my wife’s favourites, plus Annabelle likes anything 
with yoghurt in it.Vegetarian dolmades, oryalantzi, was 
my preferred choice, vine leaves stuffed with rice, herbs, 
vegetable oil and onions, served with a tomato sauce. It 
was delicious. 

My wife opted for the Snack of Crete, grilled crusty 


bread rubbed with fresh garlic, served with tomatoes, 
spring onions, feta cheese, oregano and a dash of olive 
oil. With the mains we decided to try to eat and drink 
traditional dishes, I went for the classic kleftiko, fresh 
leg of lamb on the bone, braised slowly in an oven with 
fresh vegetables, herbs and red wine until tender. 

Kelly decided on the stifado, lean cubes of beef and 
baby onions, cooked in a casserole and herbs until 
tender, served with rice or French fries. 

There isn’t a children’s menu as such, instead the 
restaurant makes recommendations and brings out 


smaller versions of the main meals on offer. Finally, it 
was time for the dessert. 

We were all pretty full so we decided to share one - 
and it was a great decision. 

We settled on the Zendi Galaktoboureko, a divine 
combination of creamy custard and flaky filo dough 
textures, all wrapped up in a cinnamon and citrus 
flavoured filling. 

So, if you fancy being whisked away to the sights, 
sounds and flavours of Greece give Zendi a try. 

JAMES DRIVER-FISHER 



Return rail travel from Birmingham New Street, Stafford 
and Wolverhampton 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 



®ABTA 


LONDON THEATRE 
SHOWSTOPPER 
WEEKEND 


Choose a top West End 
show from 

our fabulous selection... 

42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, 
Beautiful, Dreamgirls, Haifa Sixpence, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, 

The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 

Quote Code: HKQ059 


Selected Friday departures throughout 2017 


Price Includes... 

/ 2 nights at a choice of 4 star central London hotels 
with full English breakfast 

/ Cat A Stalls or Dress Circle ticket up to face value £80 
for a Friday evening performance from our 
fabulous selection of shows 
/ Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 
/ Return standard class rail travel to London 


£ 259 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £100pp. Subject to availability. 
•Price may vary from £259.95pp to £349.95pp dependent on 
choice of show, hotel and any applicable supplements. 


NEW SHOWS COMING INTO THE 

WEST END 

FOR 2017 


»*;\ kjfrTTL, i 



SCHOOL OF 
ROCK 



THE GIRLS is the true story of the Yorkshire CALENDAR 
GIRLS, a group of ordinary ladies who achieved something 
extraordinary. This new musical comedy has brought 
together the writing talents of Gary Barlow and Tim Firth 
who grew up in the same village in the North of England 
and have been friends for 25 years. 



Monday departures, 24 & 31 July, 7 & 14 August 
and 4 September 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Thistle Euston or the 4 star 
Tower Guoman hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Excursion to Windsor 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 

Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace & 
Richmond (£19 extra) 


£329 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £200pp. Subject to availability. 


CAPITAL BARGAIN 

Break by rail 


Daily* departures 
throughout 2017 


NO REGIONAL 
SUPPLEMENTS 


Overnight stay at the 


2 DAYS, 

BY RAIL 


3 STAR IBIS EARLS 
COURT HOTEL 

with all-you-can-eat 
English breakfast buffet 


Odfr 

f119 95pp 


+ 

Return standard class 
rail travel to London 



Theatre Ticket Offer 

Add a theatre ticket to your booking for just £49! 
(Value £69.50 - £75 stalls or dress circle) 

Monday - Friday performances only 


Choose from... 42nd Street / An American in Paris 
Beautiful (not Fridays) / Matilda / Motown (not Fridays) 

The Lion King (Fridays only) / The Phantom of the Opera / Wicked 


Extra nights 

are available at 


Quote Code: WJT134 


View product online at 
www.omega-holidays.com/WJT134 



For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


OmegaHols @OmegaHols 


(£l 

OmegaHols 


Single room supplement £50pp per night. Subject to availability. ’This deal will be offered most days of the year 
to December 2017 (may be a limited number of excluded dates). Show tickets are subject to availability and not all 
shows are available on all dates. Please note that Shrewsberry pickup is not available for the Capital Bargain break. 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Stunning home 
with great views 
from every aspect 

This stunning executive, luxury four-bedroomed 
modern detached property in Oakham Road, 
Tividale, Oldbury, comes with two spacious 
reception rooms and great views from every aspect. 

Tastefully decorated throughout, it is for sale through 
Love Your Postcode at £324,950. 

A private drive leads to a porch area, opening up to 
the reception hall which has an under stairs storage 
cupboard and a cloakroom/WC. 

A well-appointed kitchen/breakfast room comes 
complete with a vinyl floor finish, spot lights to the 
ceiling, a range of base units with cupboards and 
drawers beneath, complementary work surface areas, 
bowl and a half single drainer stainless steel sink with 
filter tap, integrated appliances to include a Hotpoint 
dishwasher, Hotpoint five ring gas hob, Hotpoint double 
oven, integrated Hotpoint fridge freezer, Hotpoint 
cooker hood, storage cupboards at high level. 

The kitchen overlooks the rear and is served by a 
utility room. 

The through lounge comprises of an open dining 
room with a bay window to the front, double sliding 
doors opening to the lounge area with spot lights to 
the ceiling, a gas fire in a feature fireplace, and French 
doors opening to an easy to manage part lawned and 
paved garden. 

The first floor landing is spacious. The front facing 
master bedroom has an en-suite shower room with 
a vinyl floor finish, heated towel rail, a corner shower 
cubicle, part tiled walls, a wash hand basin with work 
top and storage beneath. Bedroom two overlooks the 
rear garden. Bedroom three has a window to the front. 
Bedroom four is L-shaped. 

The family bathroom has vinyl flooring, a wash hand 
basin with a work top and storage cupboard beneath, 
WC with push button flush, a walk-in shower cubicle, 
part tiled walls, a panelled bath with tiled splash-backs 
and a heated towel rail. 

The garage has lighting, power points and an alarm 
sensor. 

Love Your Postcode are a next-generation property 
sales and lettings business with traditional values. 

The development of their technology, and values/ 
ideas has fundamentally disrupted the existing model 
by giving the customer everything they have been 
asking for at a fraction of the cost. 


TIVIDALE £324,950 



AGENT: Love Your Postcode 

TEL: 0800 862 0871 

EMAIL: sales@loveyourpostcode.com 
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KEY FEATURES 

Executive detached house 
Exclusive cul-de-sac 
4 bedrooms 
2 spacious receptions 
Great views 






She's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, June 22, 2017 
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G0RNALW00D, Guys Lane 

A luxuriously appointed & SPACIOUS, gas centrally heated, uPVC double glazed FOUR 
DOUBLE BEDROOM detached residence recently completed to an exemplary specification 
Magnificent accommodation provides; canopy porch, imposing reception hall (lofty ceiling 
heights), fitted cloakroom, separate dining room, elegant lounge, magnificent 17 ft kitchen 
(with sky lights) with an extensive range of contemporary style high gloss finish units & 
many integrated appliances, utility room. Gallery landing, Four double bedrooms, bathroom. 
Garage, landscaped grounds. EPCrTBA SEDGLEY 

^_ WAS £400,000...N0W £380,000 


SEDGLEY, Sunningdale Road, Northway 

ENVIABLY SITUATED with magnificent PANORAMIC DISTANTVIEWS a spacious EXTENDED 
& comprehensively refurbished/upgraded detached upon corner plot abutting onto fields 
comprising; hall, cloakroom, L shape 19'8 through living/dining room with double doors 
through to CONSERVATORY, extended/recently refitted 18'10"x 16'4"dining kitchen, den/ 
snug off and utility room. THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS, bathroom, extensive grounds. EPC: D 
SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £290,000 


DUDLEY, Milking Bank, Hastings Court 

ENVIABLLY SITUATED an attractive freehold gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed 
detached family home fastidiously maintained, superb accommodation includes enlarged 
hallway, elegant lounge with bay, dining room with double opening doors through to 
conservatory, upgraded kitchen with various integrated appliances, utility room, cloak room. 
Four generous bedrooms, there is a reappointed shower room with white contemporary style 
suite, garage, extensive block paved foregarden and landscaped sheltered and secure rear 
garden incorporating extensive block paved patio. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £270,000 



LOWER G0RNAL, The Straits 



SEDGLEY, The Ridgeway 


Superbly presented detached property benefitting from central 
heating and double glazing. EXTENDED family home boasts 
porch, hallway, good-sized living room, refitted kitchen with 
open-plan dining room, guest W/C, utility room, bathroom, FOUR 
BEDROOMS, garage.Enclosed rear garden with SUMMER HOUSE, 
driveway to front and MAGNIFICENT PANORAMIC DISTANT VIEWS 
to the rear. EPC:E. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £264,950 



DUDLEY, Wilmot Gardens 


SPACIOUs meticulously maintained tremendously improved 
freehold gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed detached 
in quiet/safe cul-de-sac convenient for MILKING BANK the 
accommodation provides reception hall, cloaks, lounge with bay, 
dining room, upgraded kitchen with'Old English white'finish 
units, store. Four generous bedrooms (principle bedroom with 
shower room en suite), reappointed bathroom, garage, lengthy 
rear garden, block paved foregarden. EPC Rating E. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £240,000 



WOLVERHAMPTON, Dovedale Road, Ettingshall Park 


TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL! EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, 
primarily UPVC double glazed detached requiring some 
improvement works comprising; porch, hall, store, through 
living/dining room (formally separate rooms), extended breakfast 
kitchen, FOUR BEDROOMS, bathroom, garage, sheltered garden 
with views, driveway. EPC: D. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £235,000 


SEDGLEY, Algar Grange’, Off Dudley Road 

LAST PLOT REMAINING FOR SALE! With construction now 
complete, No. 2 is the'Cotwall'model providing flexible 
accommodation over 2 floors comprising; hall, transverse/L 
shape living room/kitchen with a fine range of units, many 
integrated appliances (and double French doors out to garden), 
bedroom, bathroom, To the First Floor is a superb principal 
bedroom with bathroom en suite & further walk in storage (with 
potential), driveway, garden. SAP:TBA SEDGLEY 

PRICE: £230,000 


A gas centrally heated, double glazed detached dormer style 
bungalow (with gated driveway access) within walking distance 
of country park, Post Office, day-to-day shops etc. comprising; 
hall, stylish kitchen, lounge, double bedroom three (alternative 
dining room), bathroom. Staircase up to landing with two 
double bedrooms (with equal access to en suite shower room), 

19 ft garage, gardens. EPC: C SEDGLEY 

£232.000 ...now £229,950 







SEDGLEY, Northway 


LOWER G0RNAL, Wallows Wood 


LANESFIELD, Lane Road 



SEDGLEY, Turls Hill Road 



SEDGLEY, Beacon Rise 


STUNNING QUALITY! - Comprehensively upgraded and improved 
gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed semi detached 
presented in exemplary order throughout lavishly appointed 
with entrance hallway, fitted cloakroom, 26ft through living/ 
dining room leading through to a substantial brick/UPVC double 
glazed CONSERVATORY, recently refitted kitchen, pantry. Three 
bedrooms, bathroom, lengthy carport, garage, rear garden. EPC 
TBC. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £190,000 


Tremendously modernised, gas centrally heated, double glazed 
semi detached that has been comprehensively modernised in 
recent years at head of cul-de-sac with porch, hall, and "open 
plan"accommodation incorporating lounge section (with bay), 
dining room section (with French doors out to garden), and a 
refitted kitchen section.Three bedrooms, bathroom, parking, 
"sun trap" side/rear garden. EPC:D SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £175,000 


Superbly presented DOUBLE FRONTED BUNGALOW offering 
spacious living accommodation, central heating and double 
glazing & briefly comprising; entrance hallway, living room, 
breakfast kitchen, utility, stunning bathroom, dressing room, 
TWO BEDROOMS, garden, drive with double carport and garden 
to front. EPC: D. SEDGLEY 


TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL! Gas centrally heated, double glazed 
semi detached within walking distance of Sedgley's Bull Ring. 
Conscientiously maintained but now requiring some sympathetic 
updating the accommodation includes; hall, pantry, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, through lobby.Three bedrooms, bathroom. 
Off road parking, and a sheltered rear garden. EPC: TBA'Offers 
based on £150,000 to be received for the vendors consideration 
by midday Monday 26th June 2017'(SEDGLEY) 

Offers in the region of £150,000 


A freehold gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed intermediate 
traditional 'starter home'. Fastidiously maintained/presented 
accommodation includes entrance vestibule, inner hallway, 
through lounge with double doors through to CONSERVATORY, 
through dining kitchen. Three bedrooms, bathroom, offroad 
parking to front, well tended rear garden with SUBSTANTIAL 
GARDEN ROOM and a further store beyond. EPC Rating TBC. 
SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £145000 




NETHERT0N, Quayside Walk 


This LUXURIOUS, TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT comprises: Hall, 
Attractive Sitting Room, Stunning High Gloss Kitchen, Two 
Generous Bedrooms (Master with Modern En-Suite), SPLENDID 
Bathroom, GARAGE, Allocated Parking & Pretty Communal 
Grounds. EPC C 



C0SELEY, Galbraith Close 

A beautifully presented semi-detached property located in 
the popular area of Coseley. As well as having central heating 
and double glazing this delightful family home also boasts; 
living room, kitchen-diner, guest W/C, THREE BEDROOMS with 
front and rear gardens. VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO 
APPRECIATE. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 



jnmjHMP 



NETHERT0N, Windsor Crescent 


This ATTRACTIVELY DECORATED & DECEPTIVELY SPACIOUS, TWO/ 
THREE BEDROOM HOME comprises: Hall, Lovely Lounge, Further 
Reception Room, WELL FITTED KITCHEN, Utility,TWO LARGE 
BEDROOMS, WELL APPOINTED BATHROOM, LARGE & ATTRACTIVE 
Gardens. EPC 


UPPER G0RNAL, Inhedge Street 

A recently modernised traditional terraced property situated on 
a cul-de-sac in Dudley. Benefiting from two reception rooms, 
re-fitted kitchen, attractive bathroom,TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 
rear garden and offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating 
TBC. SEDGLEY. 


BRIERLEY HILL, Waterfront West 

This LARGER STYLE & CONTEMPORARY, THIRD FLOOR 
APARTMENT comprises: Stylish Open Plan Lounge with 
STUNNING GLOSS STYLE KITCHEN, LARGE Double Bedroom, 
Modern Well Appointed Bathroom, Allocated Parking, Communal 
Gardens & LIFT ACCESS. EPC C 


£109,950 


Offers in the region of £104,950 


£104,950 


Offers in the region of £104,950 


£99,950 


www.taytors-estateagents.co.uk 


Follow v» on: f & 
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DUDLEY, Yarner Close, Milking Bank 

Situated in short cul-de-sac just off Sovereign Drive; a SPACIOUS, gas centrally heated, double 
glazed, much improved, detached family home comprising; porch, hallway, lounge, dining 
room, refitted kitchen (with various integrated appliances), pantry, refitted utility room, 
cloakroom. Principal bedroom with shower room en suite, three further bedrooms (one with 
a fine range of'Sharpes'fitted units), bathroom with white contemporary style suite. Garage, 
gardens, EPC: D SEDGLEY 

^_ WAS £279,950, NOW £269,950 



DUDLEY, Earls Keep, Sulgrave Close 

A distinctive SPACIOUS and highly individual EXTENDED gas centrally heated and UPVC 
double glazed detached residence in short/quiet cul-de-sac upon favoured development. 
Outstanding accommodation includes entrance vestibule, reception hall, store, fitted 
cloakroom, lounge, dining room, CONSERVATORY, kitchen. Gallery landing, principle 
bedroom with shower room en-suite, three further bedrooms (one en-suite), large garage, 
sheltered garden. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £250,000 



TIPTON, Oxford Way 

An appreciably SPACIOUS Freehold gas centrally heated and uPVC double glazed detached 
in favoured'Foxes Hollow'cul de sac development briefly comprising; entrance porch, 
reception hall, two stores, dining room with bay, lounge with bay and access to play/family 
room beyond (former garage), breakfast kitchen, utility section. Principle bedroom with many 
fitted wardrobes and a shower room en suite, three further bedrooms, bathroom. Sheltered 
rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN - Asking price reflects property needs some sympathetic 
refreshing. EPC Rating C. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £215,000 



W00DSETT0N, Wansbeck Walk 


UPPER G0RNAL, Eve Lane 

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT - Nearing completion; 
SPACIOUS, gas centrally heated (underfloor & radiator), double 
glazed DETACHED house comprising THREE BEDROOMS (one 
with shower room en suite), bathroom, and to the Lower Ground 
Floor a cloakroom together with magnificent 25'9" through 
kitchen/ living/dining room THREE CAR PARKING TO REAR. SAP 
TBC SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £225,000 



DUDLEY, Belvoir Close, Milking Bank 


NO UPWARD CHAIN - Conscientiously maintained and improved 
freehold gas centrally heated and UPVC double glazed semi 
detached at head of cul-de-sac with panoramic distant views 
from the rear. Accommodation includes entrance hallway, 
lounge, refitted breakfast kitchen, pantry, two bedrooms, 
upgraded bathroom with white suite, potential garage space, 
delightful landscape (designed for low maintenance) and 
secluded rear garden. EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £142,500 



SEDGLEY, Kings Road 


SIGNIFICANT POTENTIAL. A traditional, gas centrally heated 
(combi boiler) intermediate terrace for improvement set in 
favoured district convenient for the many amenities around 
Sedgley's Bull Ring comprising; living room, lobby, store, dining 
room, kitchen, bathroom, Two double bedrooms, further box 
room. Delightful rear garden. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £95,000 


An attractive significantly enhanced and upgraded freehold 
gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed detached bungalow 
in short cul-de-sac. Reception hall, reappointed shower room, 
cupboard, 17'8" living/dining room, upgrade kitchen with 
numerous integrated appliances, two bedrooms, transverse 
CONSERVATORY. Block paved driveway to substantial garage and 
a sheltered rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC:TBC. Sedgley 

Offers in the region of £215,000 



LOWER G0RNAL, Lake Street 


UNLIMITED POTENTIAL! - A highly individual 'quirky' UPVC 
double glazed gas centrally heated (recent combi boiler) link- 
detached upon wide plot (with garage) and lengthy rear gardent. 
Accommodation includes entrance vestibule, living room, lobby, 
fitted cloakroom, pantry, breakfast kitchen.Two large bedrooms 
(possibilities of sub division?), bathroom. Delightful lengthy rear 
garden and 16ft width from side gable to boundary wall with 
gated access. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in region of £140,000 



BILSTON, Alice Street 

A well-proportioned modern ground floor apartment located 
within walking distance of Bilston centre. As well as having 
double glazing and secure gated parking this ideal first time 
buyer property/ bungalow alternative also boastes; large hallway, 
living room, kitchen,TWO BEDROOMS with ENSUITE to master, 
bathroom and heating. Viewing is highly recommended. EPC: D 
SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £94,950 



WOLVERHAMPTON, Camberley Crescent, Ettingshall 
Park 


NO UPWARD CHAIN, Situated in the popular area of Ettingshall 
Park, Wolverhampton this family home offers great potential. 

With porch, hallway, this property also boasts central heating, 
double glazing, living room, dining room, fitted-kitchen, THREE/ 
FOUR bedrooms, roof space, bathroom, garage, rear garden, 
drive & garden to front, EPC:E SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £214,950 



COSELEY, Bramford , Lansdowne Road 


MINING SEARCH AVAILABLE -A delightful most attractive gas 
centrally and primarily UPVC double glazed semi detached set in 
short/safe favoured cul-de-sac. Accommodation provides porch, 
reception hall, lounge with bay, pantry, dining room with patio 
doors out to the garden, kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom. 
Large garage, lengthy yet secluded rear garden. EPC Rating TBC. 
SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £130,000 



BRIERLEY HILL, Bent Street 


This CHARMING & DECEPTIVELY SPACIOUS FLAT enjoys an EASILY 
ACCESSIBLE GROUND FLOOR POSITION and in brief comprises: 
Spacious Hall, Attractive Sitting Room, Modern Kitchen, 
Generous Double Bedroom, Well Appointed Bathroom & Pretty 
Garden. EPC D 


£78,500 



LOWER G0RNAL, Cotwall End Road 


Overlooking open fields! and occupying a sweeping corner 
plot this DETACHED DORMER BUNGALOW offers huge potential 
for improvement; with central heating and double glazing this 
property offersf entrance porch, reception hall, living room, 
sitting area, breakfast-kitchen, TWO/TH REE BEDROOMS, utility, 
shower room, workshop, garage, front and rear gardens and is 
offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £214,950 



DUDLEY WOOD, Quarry Road 


Situated not far from the Idyllic MUSHROOM GREEN, is this BAY 
FRONTED&TRADITIONAL, THREE BEDROOM PROPERTY that 
comprises: Hall,Two Reception Rooms, Kitchen, Ground Floor 
Wet Room, House Bathroom, Large Rear Garden. EPC: 


£127,500 



W00DSETT0N, Roper Walk 


An APPRECIABLY SPACIOUS and much enhanced centrally 
heated UPVC double glazed GROUND FLOOR double bedroom 
flat with OPEN ASPECT to front set in quiet backwater shared 
gardens and allocated parking. Accommodation includes 
entrance hallway, upgraded kitchen, 16'4"living/dining room, 
inner hallway, double bedroom, upgraded bathroom with white 
suite. EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £75,000 



W0MB0URNE, Giggetty Lane 


A SUBSTANTIALLY EXTENDED SEMI DETACHED FAMILY HOME 
set back beyond the FULL WIDTH DRIVEWAY with side garage 
with a LONG and BEAUTIFULLY ESTABLISHED REAR GARDEN, 
offering a SUCCESSFULLY ENLARGED layout of WELL PRESENTED 
accommodation, which includes THREE BEDROOMS EPC D 


£204,950 



SEDGLEY, Dudley Road 


REMARKABLY SPACIOUS - Extensive accommodation over THREE 
FLOORS - a significancy modernised/improved gas centrally 
heated UPVC double glazed mid terrace within walking distance 
of so many amenities comprising lounge, store, dining room, 
refitted kitchen; two generous bedrooms, reappointed bathroom 
with white suite (whirlpool bath); dormer double bedroom, 
gardens. Personal inspection vital for full appreciation. EPC 
Rating E. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £125,000 



BRIERLEY HILL, Fenton Street 


Flat 1, The Old Railway Inn, enjoys an EASILY ACCESSIBLE 
GROUND FLOOR POSITION within this RECENTLY REFURBISHED 
DEVELOPMENT & comprises: Large Entrance Hall, Pleasant 
Lounge, Modern Kitchen, Bay Fronted Bedroom, White Bathroom. 
EPC: 


£55,000 


www.taytors-estateagents.co.uk 


Follow us on; f 
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A partly improved 
terraced property 

LOWER GORNAL 
£95,000 


An ideal first time buy or of interest to an investor, 
this two-bedroomed terrace house in Bird Street, 
Lower Gornal, Dudley is for sale through Wakeman 
at £95,000 with no chain. 

A well proportioned property close to Gornal Wood 
village centre, it has a living room, lobby, dining 
kitchen, a landing, two bedrooms, a bathroom and 
gardens. 

This property has been subject to some 
modernisation and improvement, but is now in need of 
some further upgrading. 

It is only a short walk from a wide range of amenities 
and is within easy commuting distance of most major 
West Midlands commercial centres. 

Call Wakeman on 01384 459999. 



Ideal family 
home is well 
presented and 
well designed 

DUDLEY 

£258,000 «< 


A rare opportunity to acquire 
such a stunning property in a 
great area, this spacious and 
attractively presented home 
in Mansion Close, Earls 
Keep, Dudley, comes with 
four generous bedrooms, 
one with en-suite. 

It is for sale through Taylors 
at £258,000. 

The accommodation, which 
is beautifully presented 
throughout as well as being 
spacious and ideal for a family, 
briefly comprises a reception 
hall, a fitted cloakroom/WC, 
a lounge with a bay window, 
a separate dining room, a 
re-fitted kitchen, utility section, 
four generous bedrooms 
(having a re-appointed shower 
room en-suite) re-appointed 
bathroom, a garage and a 
garden. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing to see if this is the 
ideal next home for you, 
contact the selling agents on 
01902 880888. 


Wakem 


Team 

i(3C.LiiL:LCL:LeeJJ.L^ 




WINDSOR WORKS, NETHERTON 

•Industrial unit with offices for sale or to let 
•Two storey office building to the front 
•Premises situated on the busy A459 Halesowen Road 
•Car parking to the front 
•EPC RATING E 


£250,000 



‘FAIRHAVEN’ SUMMIT PLACE, GORNAL WOOD 
•Well presented detached bungalow with two bedrooms 
•Upvc sealed unit double glazing & gas central heating 
•Kitchen with oak flooring & dining area with fitted bench seating 
•Attached garage, tarmac driveway & gravelled front garden for parking 
•EPC RATING D 


O/A £184,950 


7 REDWOOD AVENUE £129,995 


•Well proportioned accommodation 

•EPC RATING E 


PLOT ONE ‘THE ORCHARD’, KETTLES BANK ROAD £242,000 
GORNAL WOOD 

.New build detached house with help to buy available 

.Part of a small development of similar houses 

•Spacious accommodation with three good sized bedrooms 

.Landscaped gardens with parking 

•Integrated roof solar panels generating free electricity 

•Built by Ling Homes Ltd with 10 year structural warranty 

•Ready to move in end July - choices still available .EPC RATINGS TBC 




16 HASLINGDEN CRESCENT, LOWER GORNAL 

•Modern three bedroom home with well presented accommodation 
•Situated in a pleasant & popular residential area 
•Low maintenance gardens, two separate parking spaces 
•Living room, dining kitchen, en-suite shower room to bedroom one 
•EPC RATING C 


£177,950 



O/A £174,950 


81 NEW STREET, GORNAL WOOD 

•Individually designed and built traditional style detached house 
•Well proportioned, extended and enlarged three bedroom accommodation 
•Potential for further enhancement & upgrading to a discerning buyers own style 
•Occupying a wide road frontage with ample off road parking 
•EPC RATING E 



102 PENZER STREET, KINGSWINFORD 

•Much improved Swell presented semi detached house 
•Two large double bedrooms, re-fitted bathroom 
•Re-fitted kitchen, living room & conservatory 
•Wide frontage with ample off road parking & garage 


•EPC RATING D 


£155,000 115 DUDLEY ROAD, SEDGLEY 

•Well maintained two bedroom terraced house 
•Gas centrally heated & double glazed accommodation 
•Ideal opportunity for a first time purchaser 
•Convenient location close to the centre of Sedgley 
_ HtEEQMDMLD _ 


£114,950 8 BIRD STREET, LOWER GORNAL 

•Well proportioned two bedroom mid terraced house 
•Ideal for first time buyers or property investors 
•Modernised & improved but now in need of some further upgrading 
•Fenced level rear garden, low maintenance with slabs and gravel 


O/A £89,950 


•Flexible office accommodation 
•Well maintained and carpeted 
•Car parking for several vehicles 
•EPC RATING D 


LANDLORDS 

Due to high demand 
and successful 
lettings we now require 
more properties to let. 
Competitive package with 
no upfront costs Quality 
respectable tenants. 
Friendly Managing Agent 
Reputable service 


•EPC RATING D 


202 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley 

01384 459999 


wakeman-online.com 














































PROPERTY 35 



Smart and 
attractive new 
home is packed 
with appeal 

ROWLEY REGIS 
£144,950 «< 



A very attractive and 
beautifully presented 
modern three-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in 
Park Street, Rowley Regis, 
is for sale through Love Your 
Postcode at £144,950. 


Save over £3,000 
when you grab this plot 


The home has a modern 
neutral decor throughout and 
a gate gives access to the 
main front door. 


WEST BROMWICH 
£182,950 


It has an entrance hallway, 
a kitchen with integrated 
appliances, a ground floor WC 
and a lounge, three bedrooms 
and a family bathroom. 

There is also off road 
parking. 

In more detail, the lounge is 
spacious, light and neutral. It 
also has laminate flooring and 
double doors to the lovely rear 
garden. 

For further information, or 
to book a viewing, contact 
Love Your Postcode on 
0800 862 0871 or visit www. 
loveyourpostcode.com 


West Midlands home seekers can save over 
£3,000 through a special legal fees and flooring 
offer from Lovell Homes, at the company’s 
Harvills Grange development in West Bromwich. 

Subject to terms and conditions, the company is 
offering a £1,000 contribution towards legal fees plus 
free flooring included throughout to the purchaser of 
one Ringwood three-bedroom semi-detached house 
style (Plot 94). This modern, family-friendly home, 
with garage, is priced at £182,950. 

“Our legal fees and flooring offer adds up to an 
amazing savings deal for one lucky homebuyer,” said 
Lovell Homes field sales manager Michelle Barnsley. 
“So if you’re looking for a well-designed family 
home in a location perfect for commuting across the 
Midlands, get in touch now to find out more.” 

Contact the sales team on 0121 2227 531. 



AUCTIONS 

BIGWOOD 

157 LOTS 


6TH JULY 2017 

Aston Villa Football Ground 
Starting at 11:OOam 


AUCTION 


To include properties on behalf of: 

Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Administrators 


WJ Birm*ngh*m 

City Council 


©I “3 



17 Maybank Road, Netherton 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £59,000 plus 



217 Merritts Hill, Bartley Green 

3 Bed End-Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000 


76 Highfield Road, Tipton 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 



10 Gospel Oak Road, Tipton 

4 Bed End-Terraced House 

Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 


7 Wynn-Griffith Drive, Tipton 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £65,000 plus 


21 Teme Road, Halesowen 

1 Bed Leasehold Flat 

Guide: £10,000 plus 


14 Littleworth Avenue, Dudley 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £49,000 - £54,000 



15 Wheatley St, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £49,000 plus 


if a Bin 



27 Majuba Road, Rotton Park 

2 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £75,000 plus 



Land at the Junction of Straits Road 
& Hopyard Lane, Lower Gornal 

Cleared Site Approx 0.151 Acres 
Suitable for Redevelopment* 

Guide: £130,000 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 

V 0121 233 5046 C ^ www.sdlauctions.co.uk y@SDLBigwood 

* Subject to obtaining the necessary planning permission 

Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price. Any additional fees will be confirmed in the legal pack which can be itS 

downloaded from our website, inspected at our offices or in the auction room before bidding. For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve Price M 

please refer to our catalogue or website. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or 
website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 
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House prices still 
expected to rise 
by around 3.5% 
in next five years 

House prices are still expected to increase 
by around 3.5% per year over the next five 
years, despite signs that the market has 
become more subdued recently, according to 
surveyors. 

In an “ominous signal” for aspiring first-time 
buyers, surveyors anticipate house price inflation 
will continue to out-pace wage growth, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (Rics) said. 

Despite the more subdued market, surveyors 
taking part in the report expected house price 
inflation to average 3.5% per year across the UK 
over the next five years. 

Property stock levels remain at all-time lows, 
Rics said, with an average of 43 unsold homes 
on estate agents’ books. It said a “sheer lack of 
supply continues to support prices for the time 
being”. 

Over the next 12 months, surveyors expect 
house sales to pick up, with a net balance of 26% 
expecting sales activity to increase rather than 
decrease. 

Surveyors in the South West of England and 
Wales are the most upbeat about sales levels in 
the next 12 months, the report found. 

House prices generally continued on an 
upward march in May, with a net balance of 17% 
of surveyors reporting increases rather than 
decreases, down from a balance of 22% the 
previous month. 

May’s house price reading is the weakest since 
August 2016, but it still indicates modest house 
price gains, Rics said. 

Beneath the national trend however, house 
prices continued to slip in central London, 
while property price inflation in East Anglia had 
“moderated noticeably” since the start of 2017, 
with little change reported there over the last two 
months, the report found. 

Across the rest of the UK, house prices are 
continuing to rise, it said, although surveyors’ 
expectations point to a potential weakness in the 
South East of England in the next few months 
ahead of “solid growth” there over the coming 
year. 

Simon Rubinsohn, chief economist at Rics, 
said: “Although the latest survey suggested that 
uncertainty related to the General Election may 
have contributed to what appears to have been a 
disappointing level of transactions in the housing 
market over the spring, perhaps the most 
ominous signal emanating from the data released 
today is that contributors still expect house prices 
to increase at a faster pace than wages over the 
medium-term despite the difficulty many first-time 
buyers are clearly having in taking their first steps 
onto the property ladder.” 


Growth running at about a 
third of levels seen last spring 



House price growth is running at around 
a third of the levels seen in spring last 
year, according to an index. 

Property values increased by 3.3% 
annually in May, the lowest annual rate 
since a 2.6% increase in May 2013, Halifax 
said. 

The 3.3% increase is around a third of a 
10% rise in March last year. 

There has been “virtually no change” in 
house prices over the last three months, 
Halifax said. Property values increased 
by 0.4% month-on-month in May, to reach 
£220,706 on average across the UK. 

Supply 

Martin Ellis, a housing economist at 
Halifax, said: “The fact that the supply 
of new homes and existing properties 
available for sale remains low, combined 
with historically low mortgage rates and a 
high employment rate, is likely to support 
house price levels over the coming 
months.” 

Samuel Tombs, chief UK economist at 
Pantheon Macroeconomics, said May’s 
Halifax data should allay concerns that 
house prices are on a downward spiral. 

He said: “Admittedly, average prices still 
are 0.7% below their December 2016 peak, 
but Halifax hasn’t reported a month-to- 
month decline in prices since January. 

“Recent further falls in mortgage rates 
are helping home buyers to take out 
slightly larger loans, even though their real 
wages are falling. In addition, prices are 
being underpinned by a sharp reduction in 
supply. 

“The extremely low rate of job losses 
means that few home owners are being 
forced to sell their homes and many are 


deciding to delay listing their homes until 
the market strengthens again. 

“So, while the days of rapid house price 
growth fuelled by sharp increases in 
leverage are over, we still see scope for 
prices to edge up over the rest of 2017.” 

Halifax pointed to recent HM Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) figures showing 
sales fell by 3% between March and April. 

It said Bank of England figures have shown 
the volume of mortgage approvals for 
house purchase - indicating completed 
sales - fell by 2% between March and April. 


Jeremy Leaf, an estate agent and a 
former residential chairman of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (Rics), 
said: “The Halifax figures are interesting as 
they reinforce findings from other recent 
surveys, suggesting that we should be 
concentrating not just on increasing supply 
of new homes but encouraging existing 
home owners to move. 

“Buyers and sellers have been in limbo 
recently with the market awaiting more 
certainty from the General Election and 
Brexit negotiations.” 


Mark Harris, chief executive of mortgage 
broker SPF Private Clients, said: “There has 
been quite a bit of repricing downwards 
on mortgage deals in the past week, with 
Accord, Virgin Money, Platform, New Street 
and Tesco all cutting rates. 

“Lenders are keen to lend and with the 
mortgage market oversupplied in all areas, 
pricing is likely to remain competitive for 
the foreseeable future. 

“This is particularly good news for 
borrowers who are coming up to 
remortgage.” 


Demand for specialist mortgages has increased 



Demand for specialist mortgages, particularly 
from self-employed people, increased in the UK in 
the first quarter of 2017, but buy to let demand is 
forecast to fall, the latest data shows. 

Applications from self-employed people increased by 
24% and from those with complex incomes there was a 
rise of 17%, according to the index report from Paragon 
Mortgages which tracks 200 mortgage intermediaries. 

The report says that there is a growing requirement 
for specialist mortgage products and wider availability 
of products that meet the demands of underserved 
segments of the mortgage market. 

Other customer types were largely unchanged in the 
first quarter of 2017 with high loan to value lending at 
15%, interest only at 13%, lending into retirement 11%, 
low income 9%, and adverse credit 7%. 

The average number of mortgages introduced 
per intermediary office was 20, down from 21 in the 
previous quarter and the third successive fall. Despite 
this more recent decline, the number of mortgages 
introduced has held between 20 to 25 for almost four 
years, maintaining a slow recovery tracked from 2009 
when the number reached a record low of 14. 

The report also revealed a positive forecast from 
intermediaries, with the expected change in overall 
business over the next three months up for the 
first time since the first quarter of 2015, reversing 
consecutive reductions in each of the previous seven 
quarters. 

Meanwhile, mortgage advisors expect to do 2% less 
buy to let mortgage business in the coming year. This, 
however, is an increase on the previous quarter and, 
following the largest ever decline seen in the first three 


months of 2016, the average now appears to be on a 
modest upward trend. 

Asked about the importance of the Prudential 
Regulation Authority’s (PRA) new affordability rules in 
estimating the expected change in their level of buy 
to let mortgage business in the next 12 months, some 
85% of advisors said that the changes had been at 
least quite important, up from 80% in the previous 


quarter, whilst just 10% said they were not important. 

“It’s encouraging to see increased demand 
and greater availability of specialist mortgages. 
Customers with complex incomes deserve access 
to a wider choice of mortgage products and to 
specialist underwriting that recognises their unique 
circumstances,” said John Heron, managing director of 
Paragon Mortgages. 
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50 years ago: Launch of 
innovative Mazda Cosmo 


By Sharon Walters 

It was a pivotal moment in automobile history when, 50 
years ago today, Mazda launched its rotary-powered Mazda 
Cosmo Sport. The sleek, stylish two-seater marked the 
beginning of a legacy of innovation that endures to this 
day - a legacy of fun-to-drive cars and motor sport success 
powered by unique technology. 

Back in 1967, the Cosmo Sport was the world’s first car 
powered by a twin-rotor engine. Known outside Japan as the 
110S, it was also Mazda’s first sports car, supplying the DNA 
that has gone into legendary models like the Mazda RX-7 and 
Mazda MX-5, and indeed every vehicle the Japanese marque 
manufactures today. Although only 1,176 were built, the Cosmo 
Sport was monumental for Mazda, marking its transformation 
from a maker of predominantly trucks and small cars to an 
exciting, unique brand characterised by its convention-defying 
approach to engineering as well as design. 

Development of the powerplant under the Cosmo Sport’s 
bonnet exemplifies the company’s challenger spirit and a never- 
give-up tradition still evident 50 years later. Mazda’s engineers 
surmounted numerous hurdles to making the rotary engine 
commercially viable, testing Cosmo Sport prototypes over 
hundreds of thousands of kilometres prior to the market launch. 
Although dozens of companies including most major carmakers 
signed licensing agreements with NSU to develop the German 
car and motorcycle maker’s new technology, only one was 
successful. 

Having harnessed the rotary’s potential to deliver performance 
levels equivalent to much larger and heavier reciprocating piston 
engines, Mazda would go on to build almost two million rotary- 
powered vehicles, also achieving considerable racing success. 
The RX-7, for example, dominated its class at I MSA (International 
Motor Sport Association) events throughout the 1980s. But 
Mazda’s biggest single triumph on the track came in 1991, when 
a Mazda 787B powered by a 2.6-litre four-rotor powerplant 
producing 71 OPS won the 24 Hours of Le Mans. It was the only 
non-reciprocating engine ever to win the illustrious endurance 
race, and the first victory by an Asian brand. 

This willingness to try new things and relentlessly push limits 
remains synonymous with Mazda. The approach spawned 
the MX-5, whose Jinba-lttai driver-and-car-as-one ethos has 
made it the most popular roadster ever. It also brought the 
world SKYACTIV Technology. Lightweight and unusual like the 
rotary engine, the SKYACTIV range of powertrains, platforms, 
car bodies and other technology found in today’s Mazdas 
are the products of engineering breakthroughs to achieve 
an extraordinary combination of performance and efficiency. 
SKYACTIV engines, for example, overcome the drawbacks to 
extreme compression, increasing the driving fun factor while at 
the same time reducing fuel consumption and emissions - and 
differentiating Mazda from its competitors. 



The Cosmo was Mazda’s first sports car and the world’s first car powered by a twin-rotor engine 



Mazda’s engineers surmounted numerous hurdles to making the rotary engine commercially viable 


And yes, this man owns Porsches! 



Magnus Walker’s passion for Porsche started when he was just ten-years-old 


Magnus Walker admits he is not 
anyone’s idea of a typical Porsche 
owner, with his long beard and 
dreadlocks. 

At 19, after being brought up in the 
desolated remains of the industrial north¬ 
east with few prospects, instead of getting 
on his bike (as many like him were exorted 
to do) he got on a plane to the United 
States. 

He took a one-way ticket, with little 
money in his pocket and no job offer. 

But he found a succession of jobs until a 
defining moment in his life, when he first 
set up his own small clothing business in 
California. 

Later Magnus started a movie location 
company - now with a portfolio of 
photogenic property - and the lad who 
left school with two O-levels grew his 
businesses into a multi-million dollar 
empire. 

The charismatic entrepreneur even 
has time to be a motivational speaker to 
students at the University of California, 
alongside the likes of Microsoft’s Bill 
Gates. 

But it’s not business success or big 
money that’s the real passion in Magnus’s 
life - his passion is for Porsches. Lots of 
them. 

It all started as a ten-year-old, visiting the 
Earls Court Motor Show in London with his 


father. He fell in love with a 911 Turbo - as 
many ten-year-olds have done - but he 
went so far as to write to Porsche offering 
to design cars for them. 

Some 15 years later his success enabled 
him to realise his dream, to buy his first 
911. Then another... and another and 
now he has a whole fleet of the classic 
sports cars, which he restored and 
customised himself. 

He shot to fame when in 2012 he was 
persuaded by a Hollywood director to 
make a documentary film about his life and 
his passion for Porsches, Urban Outlaw. 

As well as critical acclaim, it attracted 
50,000 views on its first day on YouTube. 

It was shown at London’s Raindance Film 
Festival. Magnus’s comment in the book 
is in many ways typical of his unassuming 
and affable man: “It was all just so exciting 
... genuinely hard to believe.” 

Now he’s moved the story forward with 
a fascinating book - also called Urban 
Outlaw (published by Penguin, £20). 

His talk and the book itself was warmly 
received by Porsche fans - from as far 
afield as London and Devizes - who 
attended a book-signing event at Porsche 
Centre Wolverhampton, part of his UK tour. 

It seems you can take the boy out of 
Yorkshire, but you can’t take Yorkshire out 
of the boy. 

Sheer hard work and a ‘hands on’ 


philosophy are part of his make up: 12 
hour days are still the norm. 

And he’s always more than willing to talk 
Porsches. 

“You can listen to your gut instinct, you 
can sieze an opportunity, be passionate 
and individual about what you do and 
never give up ... BUT you can only do 
that all together with hard work. 

“Good old fashioned hard work goes 


a long, long way,” he says. “I think that 
people looking in on someone who’s been 
successful - in any walk of life - often 
severely underestimate the amount of 
sheer hard graft that the individual has 
put in. 

“I’m talking about firing on all cylinders, 
year after year.” 

That’s the way to achieve your dream: it’s 
clearly worked for Magnus Walker. 



Hyundai unveils 
new compact SUV 


Joining the Tucson and Santa Fe in the company’s 
range of SUVs, the Kona is designed to take on the 
likes of Nissan’s Juke and is scheduled to arrive in the 
UK in late October. 

The exterior has been given a variety of dramatic 
styling touches, from slim daytime running lights at the 
front of the car to contrasting black ‘armour’ designed 
to protect it and give it a more dynamic look. 

Euisun Ching, vice chairman of Hyundai Motor 
Company, said: “With the Kona, we have created a 
stylish and highly functional compact SUV, perfectly 
suited to the needs of customers who pursue 
challenging, action-filled lifestyles. 

“We aim to set new standards for the compact 
SUV segment, with appealing design, cutting-edge 
connectivity and class-leading safety features.” 

Inside, the Kona benefits from a large infotainment 
screen that has been designed to ‘float’ above the 
dashboard, giving a better sense of interior space. 

This system will be available with a five-, seven- or 
eight-inch display, and will incorporate smartphone 
connectivity options, such as Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto. The underfloor layout of the car has 
also been extensively worked upon, so that, despite 
being four-wheel-drive, there’s plenty of room for all 
passengers. The rear seats fold flat to provide better 
practicality levels, too. 

Offered with a choice of two turbocharged, 
small-capacity petrol engines, the Kona should be 
economical as well as fun to drive. The first is a 1.0-litre 
unit linked to a six-speed manual transmission, while 
the second is a larger 1.6-litre turbocharged engine 
driven through a seven-speed dual-clutch automatic. 

An optional four-wheel-drive system will be available, 
while refinement levels should be impressive thanks to 
a MacPherson front-strut system and new sub-frame 
bush mountings. 

A host of safety features will also be included in the 
Kona, including forward collision avoidance assist 
(FCA), lane keeping assist and driver attention warning. 

Electric black cab 
shines in desert heat 



London Taxi Company (LTC)’s strenuous testing 
regime for its range extended electric vehicle has taken 
the cab to the extreme desert heat of Arizona in the 
U.S. 

A critical part of the development programme of the 
vehicle, extreme climate testing not just proves the 
considerable distances the vehicle can cover whilst the 
atmospheric controls are running at full power, but also 
that the new cab is a vehicle suitable for the world, not 
just for London. 

LTC’s new electric taxi will be the most 
comprehensively tested product in the company’s 
history, all to ensure that it meets not just the high 
regulatory standards of London but the requirements 
and climates of cities all around the world. 

Chris Gubbey, CEO of the London Taxi Company 
said:“Since announcing this project we have had 
considerable interest not just from European cities 
but hot weather cities around the world. To convert 
this interest into sales we must prove TX5 can perform 
as well in the 45 °C heat of Dubai as it can in the sub¬ 
zero temperatures of the Arctic, and as it does in the 
changeable conditions of London.” 

On these trials, the vehicle successfully undertook 
daily of journeys of 300 miles, the equivalent of driving 
from Heathrow to central London some 20 times. 

This is roughly triple the average daily mileage of the 
typical London cab, reassuring cab drivers that there 
are plenty of extra-miles in the tank if they’re sharing 
the vehicle with another driver, or, should they land a 
popular “roader” (London cabbie parlance for a long¬ 
distance fare). 
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All-new Swiff has summer 
finance and loyalty offers 

Good deals but only until the end of June “ ™ 




WHATCAR? 


EXCLUSIVE 
OFFERS 

on the SKODA Citigo 
5dr 1.0 MPI SE 
at Trust SKODA 


0% APR 

WITH A SOLUTIONS PERSONAL CONTRACT PLAN # 


£139 

£139 

£1000 

3 YEARS 

CUSTOMER 

PER 

TOWARDS YOUR 

ROADSIDE 

DEPOSIT 

MONTH* 

FINANCE DEPOSIT 

ASSISTANCE 


DRIVEN BY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


<3> Trust SKODA Wolverhampton 

401 Cannock Road, Wolverhampton WV10 OBQ 

01902 904302 @ www.trustgroupuk.com 


9 Trust SKODA Stourbridge 

The Enville Street Garage, Enville Street, Stourbridge DY8 1XH 

01384 880524 @ www.trustgroupuk.com 


The above retailer is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 

With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. *Monthly payment based on SKODA Citigo 5dr model shown -1.0 MPI SE at £9,995 OTR on a 42-month, 17,500-mile agreement. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered between 
4 April and 3 July 2017 from participating retailers. Excludes Citigo S trim and model year 18 (new Citigo). Indemnities may be required. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of 
publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. 


Official fuel consumption for the SKODA Citigo range in mpg (litres/IOOkm): Urban 51.4 (5.5) to 57.7 (4.9); Extra Urban 72.4 (3.9) to 76.4 (3.7); Combined 64.2 (4.4) to 68.9 (4.1). CO 2 emissions 
for the SKODA Citigo range are 103 to 96 g/km. Standard EU test figures are for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 


By Sharon Walters 

The all-new Swift is now on sale and Suzuki 
is pleased to announce the availability of its 
attractive PCP finance offers. 

Personal Contract Purchase is an ideal way for 
customers to take delivery of a new Suzuki with a 
very low deposit and low monthly payments too. 

Suzuki Financial Services is also offering a £500 
deposit allowance with 2.9 per cent APR finance on 
SZ-T and SZ5 two wheel drive models until the end 
of June. 

Taking an SZ-T with 1.0 Boosterjet engine as an 
example with the £500 deposit allowance on offer, 
no further deposit is required and payments are then 
spread over 48 months at £185 per month with an 
APR of just 2.9 per cent. 

Monthly payments can be lowered to £159 per 
month for the SZ-T if a small deposit of £1,163 is 
made. As with any PCP agreement, an optional final 
payment is required to keep the car which for this 
model is £4,645. 

Moving to the top of the range SZ5 1.0-litre 
Boosterjet 2WD with the £500 deposit allowance, just 
£1,305 is all that is needed as a customer deposit 
followed by 48 monthly payments of £179 and an 
APR of 2.9 per cent. The optional final payment for 
this model is £5,153. 



Suzuki’s new Swift is a pretty looker 


For even greater fuel efficiency, the SZ5 2WD 
with manual transmission is equipped as standard 
with SHVS (Smart Hybrid Vehicle by Suzuki). In 
situations that require higher fuel use, such as when 
starting from a standstill or accelerating, SHVS helps 
suppress fuel consumption by providing electric 
motor assist using electricity generated through 
regenerative braking. Because the system uses a 
belt drive rather than a conventional starter motor to 
restart the engine after an engine stop it allows for a 
quiet and smooth start. 

The six speed automatic transmission equipped 
SZ5 is also included in the low rate and deposit 
allowance offers with a customer deposit of £1,543 
required followed by 48 monthly payments of £199 . 

Suzuki has introduced a new and comprehensive 
Accessories programme to enable customers to 
fully personalise their new Swift. As an introductory 
offer Suzuki will contribute £500 towards these 
to all existing Suzuki car owners. The only 
stipulation is that customers must have had a 
Suzuki car in the same household for at least 90 
days and the accessories are ordered at point of 
purchase. 

Standard equipment for all Swift models in the 
range is comprehensive and the SZ3 model with 
1.2-litre Dualjet engine and manual transmission 
includes six airbags, air conditioning, leather steering 
wheel, DAB radio with Bluetooth and four speakers, 
rear privacy glass, LED daytime running lights, 15- 
inch wheels, body coloured door mirrors and front 
electric windows. 


Pricing: 

1.2-litre SZ3 Dualjet - manual transmission, 
£10,999 

1.0-litre SZ-T Boosterjet - manual transmission, 
£12,999 

1.0-litre SZ5 Boosterjet SHVS - manual 
transmission, £14,499 

1.0-litre SZ5 Boosterjet - automatic transmission, 
£15,849 

1.2-litre SZ5 SHVS ALLGRIP - manual 
transmission, £15,499 
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Blinds4Le$s 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 



ANDY’S 

Painting 

and 

decorating 

services 

07952186930 



ALL HOUSEHOLD 
VARPZHXm 

& Property Maintenance 

Free Quotes & Advice 
Home Improvements - Doors - Stairs 
- Spindles - Gates - Partitions - 
Cupboards - Boxing in Storage Space 
Fully Insured 

Call Jon On 

07722 140544 
01384 347312 


LJH 

Carpentry 


A fully qualified, 
professional carpenter 
with 25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms 
Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 
07772 024612 



www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 

HARRISONS 


PAINTING & DECORATING 


Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 


• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


*1 



Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 

01384 918383 

Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
www. de lp hglazedu n i ts. co.uk 

Mobile: 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Check* trade 


D Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



C T DRIVEWAYS 


FOR ALL YOUR SURFACING & 
TARMAC WORK 


• Paving and • New Drives 

Driveways • Forecourts 

• Block Bricks and • Car Parks 

Tarmac Repairs • Trading Estates 

For all enquiries please call 

Tel: 01384 270740 
Mobile: 07887 954073 
email: ctdriveways@mail.com 
website: www.ctdriveways.co.uk 


Driveways & Patios 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 



01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 


www.cressage-group.co.uk 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


Electricians 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


i Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years E 


•+■— +,=-.01384 278471 


MB^J electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 

Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

Ol 384 660398 
07939 503905 




mbelectric. co. uk 



Garage Doors 



REJJADOR GARAGE DOORS 



01384 258932 
078S8 299305 

tHiitf ru iA - xrn 



Gardening 



ALLMARK.LANDSCAPING' 
& GARDENING SERVICES 
CALL DARREN: 07963 fl 42 736 


Comercial & Domestic 



Tree Felling 
Root Removal 
Hedge Trimming & 

Wood Chipping — 
Pruning & Shaping 
Landscaping 
V Fence Installation [ 


: 11 I fields 


TREE SERVICES 


M: 07768 392 009 T: 01902 882 115 

www.sandyfields.co.uk 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 





Gardening 


• Conifers reduced & trimmed 

• Crown reductions • Tree Felling 

• Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming 

• Jungles & gardens cleared 
Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified 
Stump removals 


Professional Tree Services 
★ Crown reduction/Lifts ★ 

★ Felling ★ Stump grinding ★ 

★ 24 hour emergency call out ★ 

★ Free quotations ★ Fully insured ★ 
★ NPTC Qualified ★ 

Local authority approved contractor 
AH work carried out to BS3998 
www.timbertim.com 
Enquiries@timbertim.com 

07970 618998 

BRIERLEY HILL 


Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder man 

Loft Ladders 
fitted from “J," 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting [j^ our 

Call Luke on brand new 

07779 118807 or facebook 
01384 833025 pag 

Iukejs248@gmail.com theloftladdemic 



We will 
beat 
any like 
for like 
quote 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Oreenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 
Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/Mice 
Free Quotations 
B.P.C.A. Accredited 
CEPA Certified 


DUDLEY & STOURBRIDGE 


Tel: 01384 829115 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 
Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


PROVENCLEAN 


Professional oven 
cleaning services 

Reliable, local and 
independent business 
Have your oven restored to 
near showroom condition at 
an affordable price 
Call 01384 732132 
E: info@provenclean.co.uk 
W: www.provenclean.co.uk 



Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, June 22, 2017 
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Plumbing & Heating 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 



Solutions 




Diamond ac,c,/iedrte.d 

S^ORCESTER 



> 


SPREAD THE COST OF YOUR NEW HEATING SYSTEM 
0% finance now available!! 

Call NOW for our amazing offers! 

Visit our new showroom: Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-2pm Saturday 




01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 


1 S2EZ2; 





Central Heating & Boilers 

SSS3S*"* - * 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 

aasSwr 


mcmm 


ill fora 

id for all other offers 
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Plumbing 


NEED A PLUMBER OR JOBS 


DOING AROUND THE HOUSE? 


Give Ian a call 

I fit Bathrooms, Outside 
Taps, Flat Pack, etc 


Outside Taps Supplied 
& Fitted ONLY £55/ 



FREE QUOTES 


07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 



WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 




Classified Ads 


1 Buy Local, Sell Local 1 
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funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Capitol Mobility 

Showroom in Bath St., Bilston 


MOTABILITY DEALER 

OVER 25YRS SALES / SERVICING 
IN WEST MIDLANDS. 

NEW/USED SCOOTERS, STAIRLIFTS, 
ADAPTIONS WHEELCHAIRS/MOBILITY AIDS. 


RECLINING CHAIR 

beige, hand remote control, as 
new, unused due to illness, 
stain guard protected, 
paperwork, guarantee and 
receipt. £999 new, 
sell £500 ono. 

01902 893327. 


SHERBORNE ELECTRIC 

reclining armchair, 
new condition. 

cost £898, sell £450. 

ROMA MEDICAL 
4 WHEEL ROLLATOR 

hardly used. 

£40. 

360 DEGREE SWIVEL 
TOP TABLE 

by CareCo, as new. 

£75. 

07714 758269. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-\ 


Leisure 

Time 



Saredon WV10 7LJ 
Tel: 07831 192 116 


COL’S CAR 
BOOT & MARKET 
OPEN EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

at Himley Bypass, B4176 
Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 
m@colscarboot 

OPEN ALL YEAR 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 OAA. 07710 64 ' 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


*BEST SUNDAY 
BOOTSALE 

Now on A34, Cannock, Brocton, 


ST17 0SG 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


Now at Ivy House Farm, A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Corner 
Lichfield WS14 OBX 

* SATURDAY BOOT SALE* 

Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 
07890 267041 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584 


>84823433 


ATLAS MIRAGE STATIC 
CARAVAN 

Sited near Welshpool, excellent 
condition, large decking, 
peaceful secluded location, 
6-berth, outside lighting, own 
driveway. £11,500 ono. 


BAILEY PEGASUS 534 

2010, excellent condition, 
one owner, 4 berth, fixed bed, 
motor mover, tracker, full 
awning, ^u I (^equipped. 

01902 761684.07721 186458. 


CROWN REGENT 1999 15ft, 5 
berth, Inc full awning plus many 
extras. Excellent condition, ready to 
go.£2,150 ono 07752888960 
PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking. Inc all 2017 site fees, full 
12 month season. Payment options 
available (T&Cs). £10,995. Call 
Paul on 07960 944721 for details. 

SITED NEAR BEWDLEY. Static 
caravan. On site clubhouse and 
swimming pools. Superb views, 
£15,000.07717 090817. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

35 X 12, with large decking, 2 
bed, 8 berth, on quiet site inMid 
Wales, 2 fishing pools, 20 
minutes to coast, ground rent 
included for 2017, no age limit, 
dogs welcome. £7,950. 
07555 303350. 


STERLING ELITE EMERALD 

4 berth touring caravan 2011 
excellent condition, Aide wet 
heating system, end wash 
room, motor movers, awning, 
loads of extras, phone for list. 
£11,500 ono. 

07896 359696. 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN WANTED 

Cash on collect asap. 
Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 
07717 090817. 


LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 
TOURING CARAVAN WANTED. 
No objecton to work, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 


RECORDS/CDS/MEMORABILIA 

wanted & sold 50s -90s+ record 
shop wolves wvl 3hl 07760168972 


MAXICLIMBER fitness machine, as 
new, cost £160, used once, £95. 
Telephone 07856 626873. 



caravan sales 


A CHOICE OF CARAVANS FOR 

sale from £1995 to £6995, acces¬ 
sory shop, service, repairs,storage. 
Severn Valley Leisure Stourbridge, 
DY8 4HP 01384 390183 

www.severnvalleyleisure.com 

self catering ' 
y holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



massage 


CHINESE MASSAGE traditional, 
‘Hot Stones’. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 



antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

WOLVERHAMPTON RACECOURSE, 
G0RSEBR00K ROAD, WV6 OPE 
SUNDAY 25TH JUNE 

9 AM-4 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 * 


bouncy castles 


hire, fully insured. 079700 24953 


markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 




Home & 
Services 


GREENHOUSES 
FROM £263.35 

Pavilion Garden Centre WV6 7EZ 

Tel: 01902 701001 


A LANDSCAPING & GARDEN SERVICE 

Regular Garden and Grounds 
Maintenance. Fencing. 
Jungles cleared & restored. 
Garden tidy-ups. New lawns laid. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
01902 683607 or 07939 634708 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


VILLAGER WOOD BURNER good 
condition. £225 ono. 

Must collect. 

01902 563144. 


PAPER and CARD 

For all Ink Jet, Laser and 
Offset Machines 

MERCIA PAPER LTD 
Lower Walsall St. W’ton, 
WV1 2ES • 07934 044488 
www.merciapaper.co.uk 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Yesterdays Furniture 

Best prices given for single 
items or houses cleared. 
Scrap Gold Jewellery. 

Call: 01384 482155 
or 07802 475693 


A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid for any amount of Gold 
Jewellery, Costume Jewellery ect. 

Watches, Coins, Medals, 

All memorabilia, Porcelain etc. 

^ Highly Recommended! ^ 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 





BIG-IN-BEDS 




NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY 


FACTORY OUTLET 

Open Everyday OPEN SUNDAY next d 

10am-6pm 10AM-4PM deuvei 

gull UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Over 1000 Mattresses in stock whether its Budgets, Orthopaedic, Memory 
Foam or Pocket Sprung. We are your One Stop Bed Shop - We manufacture 
every conceivable mattress at the lowest factory direct prices - Cheap Junior 
Matts from £29.00 - Medium quality matts from £39.00 - Ortho and Memory 
Foam from £59.00 - Complete Divan Beds from £79.00 - Fashion & Bunk 
Beds in designer metal and wood. Ottoman Storage and Drawer Divans - You 
name it we have got it at the right price made to measure sizes and special 
requests a speciality. Factory Shop open 7 days major credit cards welcome 

LEATHER & FABRIC RECLINER 
CHAIRS UPTO 70% OFF 
DISPLAY MODELS 
EG GUVNOR 




NOW£299 


100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, CORNER SUITES 
AND RECLINER SUITES - MANY HALF PRICE 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 
TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

_ 0121 557 6885 

ESS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY) " afl # 









































































































































01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 41 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 
SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 
Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

** TOP PRICES PAID** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


BEACON CENTRE For The Blind 
require unwanted furniture / house 
clearances. 01902 886799. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any old Crash magazines wanted, 
also any Sinclair magazines. 

01902 892918. 


WANTED 

J40 Pedal car, vintage moped, 
Sinclair C5, harp, Vintage 
vending / slot machines, Juke 
box, anything old, Old fire arms. 

01384 484309 or 
07930 949337. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedJlds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
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AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


GXJ&ZJQ 433033 
30333^03333 


B v/sa| 

B 


CKkm 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL AERIAL 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 

Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 

Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 0-1902 885985 

ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 
CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


irs| 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


building services 


v_ 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


Brickwork Maintenance 

Boundary Walls, Steps, Part Rebuilds, Brick 
Replacement, Repointing, Cleaning etc. CRB, 
C&G, Insured, Free Quotes. 


Lee 

0789 147 5718 or 0121 602 5313 
lee@blackcountrybrick.co.uk 



Wmmm 


Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 

I domestic repairs^! 
y & services I 

SAME DAY Low Cost Repairs. 
Washers, Dryers Electric Cookers. 
12 mths guarantee. 07850 355552. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


driveways & ^ 

patios| 


CRETE BY DESIGN 

Concrete Imprinting 


• BLOCK PAVING • TARMACING 
FREE QUOTES 

01902 489633 (day) 

or 01902 604187 (eve) 


electrical 

services 


A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 

ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 


fencing 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORT WHS 

V FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon Mill , MiS'A 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/fit. Free quote: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 


gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pi 
garden. 25 years experience. C< 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


1ST TREE AND TURF 

All aspects of Landscaping, Tree 
Surgery, Block Paving, Fencing 
and Turfing. 

Call Gary on: 01902 443069 
or 07742 430513 


gas fitting 

GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

a Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered. 
ca f 0 J&E Heating. 

Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 

services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


ABSOLUTELY 
ANYTHING CLEARED 

FULL OR PART, GARAGES 
AND SHEDS RUBBISH 
REMOVED WASTE LICENCE 
01384 486456 / 07711661135 


oven cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 

No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 

LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

\ 

pest control 

V 

WASP NESTS DESTROYED £50. 
Bed bugs, all insect pests. 
Telephone John on 01902 743458. 

\ 

plans prepared 

V 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

\ 

plastering 

V 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

plumbers 

V. 

G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers,Blockages 07976 012468 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating 

CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 

ml 1 ,J 

“We are really 
happy with 
our Classified 
advertising 
package and 
the business it 
brings us.” 

Martin - Centra Heat 

For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 

Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 


removals 


A CHEAPER REMOVAL 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL REMOVALS. 

FULLY INSURED. 7 days. 

01902 89 49 16 
07807 77 30 35 


Q Stud E 


ient/OAP 



KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


SF ROOFING 
GUTTERING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


A BACKED BARGAIN slate, tile, 
flat, lead work, fascias and gutter- 
work, Free Quotes Call: 01902 
561434 or 07792 817062. 

S T ROOFING All roofing work 
carried out. Call: 01902 884705 / 
07841 842824 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


AN ABSOLUTE AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and large skips 
GRAB HIRE AND MINI DIGGER AVAILABLE 

1 01384 237577 ■ 
01902 405745 ■ 
07719 671845 ■ 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


CENTRA HEAT 


Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in July t&c apply 


01902 845211 


A* 


MORE CATEGORIES 
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS 
MORE CHOICE 

01992317878 

ClassifiedAds 





All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery iaster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 

BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 
STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

"N 

tiling 



BOBS HOME INTERIORS 

Wall and floor Tiling 
Bathrooms Fitted 

FREE ESTIMATES 

bob2granger@gmail.com 

07480 141537 

www.bobshomeinteriors.co.uk 


upholstery 


BILSTON UPHOLSTERY A suite or 
odd chair re-upholstered/ repaired/ 
cleaned as new. 01902 404698. 


CHOOSE 
CLASS IFIED jp 



“I am very 
happy with my 
Express & Star 
and Chronicles 
Advertising 
Campaign” 

Gary Downes - 
Bilston Upholstery 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 



service 

V___ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 

AIR RIFLE .22 Carbine, fitted tele¬ 
scopies, very good condition. £60. 
01902 496856. 


AIRARMS S410 CARBINE 
1.77 CALIBRE 

10 shot repeater, excellent 
condition, recently serviced, 
includes spare magazine, zero 
option sights, bi-pod, carrying 
case and silencer, regulator 
and whip (no air bottle included) 

£550. 

07976 849325. 


GUNS AVAILABLE IN 
SHROPSHIRE SHOOT 

based in Abdon Brown Clee. 

Details phone Ken on 
07980 863664 or 
John on 07703 494783. 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 


All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 
Call 01922 412212 or 



www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CHIHUAHUAS 

two beautiful little Chihuahua 
Girls,3 years old, long coated 
need a new kind responsible 
home together. 

Further info 01384 252158. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
Bertie 11 year old Clumber 
Spanel, gentle old boy. 
RustylO year old tan/white 
small Terrier type. 
Megan9 year old Collie, lovely 
friendly girl. 

MaxVery handsome, 7 year old 
Border Collie. 

Charlie6 month old German 
Shepherd X Lurcher, good with 
cats/kids/other dogs. 
Molly3 year old mostly black 
Terrier X. Loving and affection¬ 
ate. Must be only dog. 
Also small Border Collier 
approx 5 months old. 
01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


5 

Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


commercial 
i premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 

UNITS TO LET Wolverhampton 
Would suit many uses. 
Call 07934 044488 


plant, machinery 
& tools 


j 


R AND J SITE SERVICES LTD 


I Grab Hire, Plant Hire Groundwork I 
and all types of aggregates. I 

Anywhere in the Midlands. | 


Call 01384 211420 / 07793 079103 
randjsiteservices@hotmaM.com 





NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


A 1 BED FURNISHED FLAT 

Tettenhall area.CH. No DSS 
07976 263435 / 01902 700 028. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


( TRUSTED. RELIABLE.^ 

WE BUY HOUSES. 

Contact Mary on 

07767 135 043 
01384 686 050 

^ mary@sotaproperties.com J 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 




CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




CLEANER/CANTEEN ASSISTANT 

Permanent Full Time 

Enthusiastic and experienced person required to join our friendly team in 
a busy manufacturing unit based in Kingswinford. General cleaning duties 
required together with making beverages. Use of company equipment is 
provided for cleaning offices, canteen, staff facilities and shopfloor. 
Approximately 27 hours per week (based on 10am - 3.30pm daily). 

Living wage applies plus paid holiday. 

Please send CV to: 

lesley@cope-technology.co.uk 
or ring 01384 291016 
for an application form and more details. 


A ■ ■ D 11 


CHEMICALS LIMITED 


LGV Class 2 Driver Wanted 

Permanent Position 

LGV Class 2 driver with valid Driver CPC for our packaged 
chemicals. No nights out, Mon-Fri, Average 45 hours per week. 
ADR licence (class 3,6,8,9) an advantage. You must be prepared 
to assist with loading/unloading. 

For more details or to submit CV contact: 
Hammond Chemicals Ltd, Canal Street, Brierley Hill 
Tel 01384 480600 



Motoring 





_ _ 

CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 

2.4 LUXURY 

2006, four new tyres, full 
service, clean MoT full MoT, no 
advisories, black, petrol, 51,000 
miles, FSH, 

£1,100, ono. 

01902 785453. 


BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 

2003, private reg., 
good condition and runner, 
had money spent on it, 
8V2 months MoT. 

£525 ono 
07900 930908 / 
01902 785611. 


BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS 1.6LX 

03 reg, 

MoT January 2018, 
CL, AC, EW, 
alloys, parking sensors, 
in good condition, 
drives very well. 
£395 

07850 001128. 


MERCEDES C200K, auto, Esate, 
2002, 87,000 miles, silver metallic, 
fsh, air con, years MoT, driven from 
new, £950 ono. 01384 873687. 

NISSAN ALMERA, 2004, 35,346 
miles, silver, abs, air con, fsh, MoT, 
central locking, one owner, £1,000 
ono. 01384 292058. 


NISSAN MICRA MRK1 

2001, 1348cc. 
Nippy performance and 
delightful to drive. 
New MoT. 

76k miles. 

£550 

07866 430926 
or 

01902 845246. 



PEUGEOT 407 


Diesel, HDi. 

Low miles. 

06 plate. 
Silver. 

Very good condition 
throughout. 

Full 12 months MoT. 


£895. 

07962 076385. 



RENAULT CLIO ELYSEES 


2001,1400cc, 
one owner, 
one year MoT, 
sunroof, 

very good condition 
throughout. 

£525 ono 


Email: reception@hammondchemicals.co.uk 


07503 748161. 



RENAULT MEGANE 


CONVERTIBLE 

2005, 82,700 miles, gold, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, alarm, long 
MoT, cruise control, diesel. 

£1,450 ono. 

07958 400177. 


TOYOTA AVENSIS 
GSVVT-i ESTATE 

2002 , 

Full Toyota Service history. 
MoT till August, Air con, 
CD, manual, 

Very tidy car 

£345. 

07494 571354. 



VAUXHALL CORSAI.O 


V reg., 

Good runner. 
Short MoT, 
£200 ono. 
01902 687667 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



CITROEN GRAND 
PICASSO 


2009, 63,500 miles, beige, abs, 
auto, central locking, cruise 
control, diesel 


£3,000 ono. 
07882 394323. 


FIAT PUNTO GRANDE 1.4 


5dr, black, 
good condition, 

09 reg., 58,000 miles, 


one owner, 


FSH, MoT till May 2018. 
£2,300. 

07746 297209. 



FORD FIESTA ZETEC 


1250, 2016, 5dr hatchback, 
manual, petrol, special metallic 
red, one owner, 2 years one 
month of manufacturers 
warranty, 1,700 miles only, 
immaculate condition. 

£9,295. o.n.o. 

07739 267589. 



FORD GALAXY GHIA 


2008, 98,000 miles, very good 
condition, blue metallic, abs, 
electric windows, air bags, air 
con, fsh, alarm, long MoT, 
central locking, cruise control, 
pas. 

£4,650. 

07968187055. 



LAND ROVER 
FREELANDER 2 


2009, 59,875 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
alarm, MoT, metallic paint, pas, 
diesel, alloys, stereo, CD. 

£6,995 ono. 

07966 072471. 



MAZDA MX-5 


2007, 42,000 miles, metallic 
blue, one owner, long MoT, full 
service history, chrome extras, 
petrol. 

£4,750 ono. 

07780 677098. 



MERCEDES E240 
ELEGANCE 

Excellent condition, 9 months 
MoT, 70,000 miles, service 
history, petrol and LPG, cheap 
runner on LPG 57p per litre. 

£1,695. 

07967 639378. 



MINI COOPER 


2007, 65,500 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows/mirrors, air 
bag, air con, alarm, MoT, 
central locking, pas, alloys, CD, 
leather interior, chilli pack. 

£2,600 ono. 

07975 899904. 



PEUGEOT 308 SPORTIUM 

1.6. 5 door. 2011 (11). 
Two owners from new. 


FSH (74,000 miles). 

Full MoT. Alloys. 

A/C. Immaculate throughout. 
£3,495. 

07970 705466. 



RENAULT KANGOO 
MOBILITY 


2008, 58 reg, 40,700 miles, 
automatic, long MoT, central 
locking, wheelchair/scooter 
ramp, excellent condition. 

£3,299. 

07879 403302. 



RENAULT KANGOO 
MOTABILITY 


2003, 54,000 miles, abs, long 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
alloys, wheelchair/scooter 
ramp, condition excellent. 

£1,699. 

07879 403302. 



7 seater diesel, 2006, light blue, 
90,000 miles, radio/cd, good 
condition, MoT Autust, all elec¬ 
tric, two keys, lady driver, 
£1,700. 

07792 734084. 


IMMACULATE 


SUZUKI SX4 

2006. 

82,000 Miles. 
Blue. 

Excellent condition. 

£2,600 ono. 
01384 258781. 


_ 

TOYOTA AGO 

2010, 998cc, 
Group 1 insurance, 
lots of MoT, 

£20 tax per year, 
excellent condition. 
£1,595 

07851 213316. 



TOYOTA AYGO PLATINUM 


2008, 54,218 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, Iona MoT, central locking, 
alloys, CD, black half leather, 
£20 road tax. 

£1,995. 

07890 904671. 


MUST BE SEOJ 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 

2005, 5dr hatchback. 

2 lady owners from new. 
full MoT, recently serviced. 
Service history. 
Immaculate condition. 
£2,150 ono. 

07780 333067. 



VAUXHALLADAM JAM 

63 plate, 1.4 petrol, 43k miles, 
white with black roof, excellent 
condition, one careful lady 
owner, fsh, MoT, very good 
spec including cruise control. 
£4,995 ono. 

07740 418668. 



VAUXHALL TIGRA 
EXCLUSIVE 1.4 


Low mileage. 

Long MoT. 

Service History. Leather seats. 
A/C. 


£2,200 ono. 

07407 439768/0121 530 
9905. 



VW GOLF 

1996, 115,000 miles, green, 
long MoT. 

£850. 

01562 829474. 



1979, 81890 miles, MoT end of 


April 2018, offers around, 
£2,500. 

Genuine callers only. 
07891 390052. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



CITROEN BERLINGO VAN 

2007, MoT, 
excellent condition, 

£1,495. 

07831 806052. 



AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £20 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT TWEET 125 RS 
MOTOR SCOOTER 

November 2012. 

MoT Nov. 2017. 

5,400 miles. 

Excellent condition. 
Includes top box and chain. 
£890. 

Kingswinford 01384 274014. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 
PRIVATE BUYER Requires BMW 
Series 1 or similar for lady driver. 
Upto to 5 yrs old. Low mileage. 
Cash waiting. 07850 589620. 



clutches / brakes^ 

v . / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110, Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on others! 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 


spares/parts 


THULE HIRE & SALES 

Roof Boxes, Roof Bars and Cycle 
carriers. Best Prices. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 WV6 OLE 


mu 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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A 


Personals 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


ATTRACTIVE MALE 38, 
SEEKING FEMALE 

If you are looking for a genuine, 
honest, caring male who is fun 
to be around, then look no 
further! 

I enjoy cross country biking, 
bowling, cinema, pubs, meats 
out, walks, holidays etc new to 
Low Hill area and would like to 
meet a like minded lady 
aged 30 to 44 years for 
friendship hopefully leading to 
relationship. 


Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENUINE MALE, 60 

From Wolves, 5ft10, slim, own 
house and car, looking for lady 
under 60 for Friendship, may be 
more. 

Box Number P20833 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


YOUNG MAN, 57 

would like to meet girl for 
friendship. 

Dudley, Stourbridge, Brierley 
Hill, Kingswinford areas. 

Box Number P20836, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


«* 


PENN COLTS FC 
5/7 A-SIDE 
TOURNAMENT 

U7’S minor - 8 /10 /12 / and 
14’s 

Saturday, July 1. 

U7’S / 9/11/13/15. 

Sunday, July 2. 

For all application forms 
visit 

www.penncolts.co.uk 
or call 07748 677682. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


J - C > —i # ■ 
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Genting Arena date 
for Globetrotters tour 

THE world famous Harlem Globetrotters bring their spectacular show to 
the Genting Arena, Birmingham as part of their 2018 world tour. 

They will be in Birmingham on Friday, May 18 as they enter their 93rd 
season of entertaining fans. 

Proving once again to be a busy year for the Globetrotters the current 
2017 World Tour sees them play in over 250 North American markets and 
30 countries worldwide. 

Only one year after setting seven official Guinness World Records titles, 
the Globetrotters broke a single-day total of nine records in 2016, including 
the longest basketball hook shot, longest basketball shot blindfolded, most 
basketball three-pointers made by a pair in one minute, and longest blind¬ 
folded basketball hook-shot. 

During their 2018 World Tour, the famed team will feature a star-stud¬ 
ded roster that includes Big Easy Lofton, Ant Atkinson, Hi-Lite Bruton, 
Thunder Law, Bull Bullard and Cheese Chisholm - plus female stars TNT 
Lister and Ace Jackson. 

Tickets for the Genting Arena date have gone on general sale from from 
www.theticketfactory.com or by calling 0844 33 88 222. 







Woakes before the Champions Trophy game against Bangladesh 



England’s Chris Woakes celebrates his dismissal of Mohammad Amir 


Second City slickers 
have rivals on ropes 

BCB Promotions return to Birmingham next month with their five-fight 
Professional Boxing Dinner Show - Second City Slickers. 

Former WBC International Super Bantamweight Champion and English 
Super Bantamweight king Sean Davis is back in action on the July 22 card. 

‘Showtime’ lost his WBC strap to Gamal Yafai in a hotly-anticipated local 
derby at the Barclaycard Arena last month. 

The 27-year-old Brummie will be looking to finish the season on a high 
as he looks to go again next term. 

Undefeated Birmingham super welterweight Jordan Clayton (6-0) also 
features. The 23-year-old defeated Nick Golubs last time out on the same 
show at the Barclaycard Arena. 

Having secured an International Challenge belt, Clayton has his eyes on 
a British strap this time around. 

Joining Davis and Clayton are a trio of debutants - all from Birming¬ 
ham. Super welterweight Ashley Silver, cruiserweight Matt Sen, and heav¬ 
yweight Nathan Stevens all feature. 

Tickets are £65 VIP to include a two-course meal or £35 standard, unre¬ 
served seating. Call 07964 984 445. 


Tai thanks fans for 
support after burglary 

WOLVERHAMPTON speedway ace Tai Woffinden has thanked all his fans 
who have rallied round he and his wife Faye after they were burgled. 

The burglary took place at their new home near East Midlands Airport 
when Woffinden was racing in the Mitas Czech Republic FIM Speedway 
Grand Prix in Prague. Pregnant Faye was at her parents’ home watching 
on TV. Woffinden estimates £20,000 worth of personal belongings were 
taken - and it could have been worse. “Personally I think they were dis¬ 
turbed when Faye got home,” he said. “It’s naturally a horrible time, par¬ 
ticularly for Faye when I’m away racing. I was so angry when I was told 
about it. Thanks to all the fans who have sent messages of support through 
social media, once again they have proved how special they are.” 

Woffinden, who won the Elite League with Wolves last year and remains 
an asset of the Monmore Green outfit, managed to put the raid to the back 
of his mind as he continued his fine league form. 

The day after the burglary - he scored 13 from five races in Worclaw’s 
51-39 Polish League win over Leszno. Three days later he carded 11 + 1 
from five in the Swedish League as Masarna beat Piraterna 54-36. 


This humble all-rounder 
is realising his potential 


HIS Champions Trophy campaign may 
have ended just three overs into the tour¬ 
nament, but Great Barr’s Chris Woakes 
is still hoping to make an impact on the 
game this summer. 

The all-rounder told of his frustration after 
being ruled out of the one-day tournament - 
won by Pakistan at the weekend - early in the 
first game against Bangladesh after suffering a 
side strain. 

He faces a race against time to be fit for the first 
of this summer’s Test matches against South Africa 
on July 6. 

However, the humble 28-year-old is still deter¬ 
mined to have a big say. 

“Hopefully I can be a part of the majority of it, if 
not all of it,” he said. “There are some really impor¬ 
tant Test matches to come. 

“These are exciting times.” 

According to those who know him best, the all- 
rounder was stunned almost into silence upon learn¬ 
ing he had been bought by the Kolkata Knight Riders 
in the Indian Premier League auction for a figure just 
shy of half a million pounds. 

Modest 

Compared to the £1.7million spent on England 
team-mate Ben Stokes by the wonderfully-monikered 
Rising Pune Supergiants, it appears a rather modest 
amount. 

Not that it bothers Woakes in the slightest, allow¬ 
ing him as it does the opportunity to write the next 
chapter in a career which has in the past 12 months 
begun to hit the heights long anticipated. 

That Woakes was a cricketer of considerable poten¬ 
tial was evident from the moment he broke through 
the ranks at Warwickshire, topping the county’s 
bowling averages in 2008 at the age of just 19. 

International call-ups inevitably followed, first as 
part of the limited overs set-up and then, in 2013, at 
Test level. 

But as has been the case with so many others who 
shone in the county game, finding his feet in the in¬ 
ternational arena took time. 

Even as late as this time last year, it remained un¬ 
clear whether his potential would ever be fulfilled. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Matt Maher 


“There are always going to 
be ups and downs but last 
summer was an up. I think my 
game has matured. The more 
that you are exposed to in¬ 
ternational cricket, the more 
you adapt” 


Those questions have now been emphatically an¬ 
swered. 

“It was a breakthrough year,” admits Woakes. “I’d 
had a tricky time of it in South Africa during the win¬ 
ter of 2015, when things did not go as well as I would 
have liked. I got back to Warwickshire and just hit the 
ground running.” 

That last sentence belongs firmly in understate¬ 
ment category. 

An injury to Stokes opened the door for Woakes 
and he headed to the second Test from Sri Lanka last 
May fresh from taking career best figures of 9-36 in a 
County Championship game with Durham. 

Five wickets followed as England romped home to 
victory. What had proven so tough before suddenly 
came naturally and Woakes has never looked back. 

“It almost snowballed out of control really,” he 
laughs. It’s the sort of form you want to bottle and 
take everywhere with you. 

“There are always going to be ups and downs but 
last summer was an up. I think my game has ma¬ 
tured. The more you are exposed to international 
cricket, the more you adapt. 

“There are very few who go into it and boss it from 
day one. Having those tasters, in and out, was defi¬ 
nitely good for me. 

“I feel like my game has improved to the stage 
when I can perform at that level. I am more confi¬ 


dent. I have a belief in myself that I am good enough 
to do it.” 

That belief was tested in India as Woakes tasted 
the IPL phenomenon for the first time. Eoin Morgan, 
England’s limited overs captain, provided a useful 
source of advice. 

“I tapped up Eoin Morgan, who has been there for 
many years,” says Woakes. “I think he has done four 
or five tournaments. 

“I asked him what to expect, pick his brains about 
how to go about it. I think every team, every fran¬ 
chise, does things a little differently. 

“It is one of those experiences that until you get out 
there and put yourself in the pressure environment, 
you don’t know how you are going to handle it.” 

The success of Twenty20 is threatening to change 
the shape of cricket forever and everyone has an opin¬ 
ion on the ECB’s plans to introduce a similar style 
tournament to IPL to the English game. 

It is, as Warwickshire sporting director Ashley 
Giles so accurately observed, ‘cricket’s Brexit’. 

You can place Woakes firmly in the ‘in favour but 
with some reservations’ camp. 

Concept 

“We have seen how well it has worked in India and 
Australia and it’s important we get more faces into 
the sport,” he said. 

“More kids playing the game and enjoying cricket. I 
think it is a great idea and a great concept. 

“Although it is not going to happen until 2020, it 
needs to happen in this country. The game is con¬ 
stantly evolving and you need to keep improving it 
and making it attractive to the public. 

“They don’t want to keep paying for the same 
thing. It is important we don’t want to stand still. 

“At the same time you don’t want to lose the inter¬ 
est in Test cricket and it just to become a T20 sport. 
The traditions of the game are very important.” 

Those Test traditions will be firmly in the spotlight 
later this year when England head to Australia for 
The Ashes. 

The latest instalment of one of sport’s greatest ri¬ 
valries will come after a close to relentless summer 
which includes a series against South Africa, when 
Joe Root will make his debut as captain. A series 
againt the West Indies follows. 
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Tromans in 
age group 
run victory 

THERE was midweek action for ath¬ 
letes from Dudley Kingswinford Run¬ 
ning Club as Helen Tromans took part 
in the Arrow Valley 12k as part of the 
Worcestershire Midweek Series placing 
56th overall and claiming first place in 
her age group by finishing in 56.12. 

The blue hoops were also able to field 
two teams in the popular Stafford Show- 
ground Relays with clubs having to run 
4x2 miles over a meandering but rapid 
course. The Young Guns of Richard Bate 
in 11.54, Dan Norman in 14.06, Richard 
Tonks in 12.40 and Simon Blizzard in 
12.06 finished in 21st place in a total 
time of 50.48. The Old Boys of Dave 
Norman in 11.36, Mark Homer in 12.21, 
Andrew Weaver in 13.12 and Roger Bed- 
dard in 14.16 finished in a time of 51.27 
to take 2nd place in their age category. 

It appeared that DK runners went out 
looking for the hardest and hilliest races 
they could find at the weekend with the 
tropical temperatures making things 
doubly difficult. 

A large group took part in the Trail 
(Half) Marathon Wales around the forest 
tracks and fire roads of Coed-Y-Brenin 
with Richard Bate claiming the honour 
of the first hoop home in 1.51.51 in 31st 
place just out sprinting Andy Sprague 
who chased him home in 1.52.01 a place 
behind. Rory Campbell was 123rd in 
2.12.44, Sandra Brain was 164th in 
2.18.53, Helen Hickman was 214th in 
2.25.34, Cindy Froggatt was 215th in 
the same time, Karen Doy was 219th 
in 2.25.53, Sue Payton was 234th in 
2.27.47, Julie Allen was 295th in 2.34.46, 
Marie Latreche in 315th in 2.38.08, Lyn 
Sprague was 323rd in 2.39.25, Kathryn 
Sneyd was 336th in 2.41.14, Sandra Far- 
nell was 405th in 2.51.11 and Liz Het- 
tle stopped the clock in 3.13.21 to take 
511th place. 

Twenty four hours later Dave Norman 
travelled to the Welsh borders to race in 
the Offas Dyke 15 following the footpath 
that marks the border between England 
and Wales coving 2500 feet of climbing 
over the 15 mile distance coming home 
in 2.13.09 in 14th place and claiming 3rd 
in his age group. 

Runner joins 
the Avengers 

STOURBRIDGE Running Club had a 
variety of outings recently. 

At the Cobra Classic, runners took 
on a tough multi-terrain course which 
included the monument at Wychbury 
Hill, Trevor Osborne was first back for 
Stourbridge in 39.59. Louise Collins was 
second lady in 43.37, followed by Guy 
Carpenter in 45.08, Chris Ashcroft in 
46.05, Jon Taylor in 55.32 and Stephen 
Bloomer in 58.34. 

At the Severn Valley Trail Run, previ¬ 
ous winner Tom Isherwood came fourth 
in 42.19 and Alastair Mcintosh finished 
in 52.10. 

At the Avenger triathlon, Tim 
Lloyd-Langston finished the standard 
distance in 3.14.48 while James Bellamy 
finished the middle distance event in 
5.45.52 and Tim Bailey in in 5.56.54. 


Boxer left in 

TIVIDALE’S Ryan ‘Stewart’ Davies wants fight 
fans to remember his name ahead of his next ring 
date at Walsall Town Hall - as he’s had to change 
it! 

Davies steps through the ropes for his second 
boxing contest on Friday, July 7 after impressing 
on his debut. 

He features on Errol Johnson’s BCB Promo¬ 
tions’ show, titled ‘Made in the Black Country.’ 

He’s been registered as ‘Stewart Davies’, using 
his middle name as his first name under instruc¬ 
tions from the British Boxing Board of Control. 

There’s already two other Ryan Davies’s boxing 
professionally, the second having to change to an 


a 

Boxing 


alias of ‘RP Davies’ to avoid confusion. That left 
the Black Country’s Davies having to use Stew¬ 
art. 

Davies said: “You can’t licence more than one 
name with the board, I’ll try and get it changed 
again if I can but there might not be much I can 
do. My dad is happy, it’s his first name! Even if I 
win on the night, the announcer will have to call 
me Stewart Davies. It’s just one of those things.” 

The 24-year-old made his bow in the welter¬ 
weight division at Birmingham’s the Venue on 


change 

April 29 , putting down and outpointing Andrej 
Cepur over four rounds. A short right hand 
dumped the Lithuanian on the canvas in the sec¬ 
ond, but Davies had to settle for a 40-35 decision 
with a 10-8 round for the knockdown. 

He’s taken a short holiday since then to the 
Greek island of Kos with partner Charlie, who 
enjoyed lounging by the pool as he kept up with 
his runs. 

The former kickboxer remains involved in his 
former calling, too, and still works as an instruc¬ 
tor at Oldbury’s School of Black Belts. 

Tickets are on sale priced at £35 and £60 ring¬ 
side, call 0845 111 2900. 


Stew over name 


FAIR PLAY TO 
THE GIASSBOYS 


GLASSBOYS picked up the 
Evo-stik NPL Premier Division 
Fair Play award for boasting 
the best disciplinary record in 
the division during 2016/17 af¬ 
ter Gary Hackett’s men collect¬ 
ed no red cards throughout the 
campaign. 

In addition, Stourbridge FC were 
named the NPL Community Club 
of the year at the Northern Premier 
League AGM. 

It saw the club recognised for their thriving 
junior and girls’ development sections and char¬ 
ity work, such as the support for the Stourbridge 
Old Boys against WBA legends match that raised 
thousands of pounds for the Mary Stevens Hos¬ 
pice in Stourbridge. 

Meanwhile, on the player front, boss Hackett 
has strengthened his attacking options in the 
wake of the losses of Luke Benbow, Chris Lait 
and Matt Dodd by bringing back two familiar 
faces to the club. 

Worcester 

Returning to the War Memorial Ground is 
21-year-old forward Jordan Murphy, who was a 
prolific goalscorer in the Stourbridge youth team 
before signing professional forms with Walsall in 
September 2014. He subsequently had successful 
loan stints with Worcester City and Kiddermin¬ 
ster Harriers before being released by the Sad¬ 
dlers. 

He signed for Worcester City in August 2016. 
Moving into his preferred forward role, he 
chipped in with useful goals for City but couldn’t 
prevent the club being relegated. 

Striker Ryan Rowe has re-joined for his fourth 
stint at the War Memorial Ground having net¬ 
ted 90 times in 182 games for Stourbridge. The 
29-year-old ended the last campaign at Lye Town 
after notching 15 goals in 34 appearances for 
Leamington. 

Glassboys have also drafted in versatile Aris 
Christophorou, who joins after three seasons at 
Rushall Olympic where he chalked up over 150 
appearances. 



Cradley claim 

CRADLEY’S battling 47-37 win over 
Kent Kings was marred by a suspected 
leg break for visiting rider Luke Clifton. 

A strong second half and three race 
wins apiece for leading lights Danny 
Ayres and Tom Perry smoothed the path 
to victory. A fall for Kings’ top scorer 
Luke Bowen spelled the end of the night 
after 14 heats due to the track curfew. 

Showman Ayres dived in front of his ri¬ 
vals from gate three and took a comforta¬ 
ble victory in the opener. Heathens gated 
on a 5-1 but Anders Rowe reeled in Ryan 
Burton to limit the damage for Kent. 

Jack Thomas trapped in heat three 
with Ben Hopwood sailing around Luke 
Harris for a Kings 5-1 but parity was re¬ 
stored when Perry passed Nathan Stone- 
man on lap two of the fourth race. 

Harris dived up the inside of Brad¬ 
ley Andrews to secure a 3-3 for Cradley 
in heat five before Ayres won another 
shared race in the sixth. Perry followed 
suit in the seventh with Kent’s Andrews 
getting ahead in heat eight and holding 
off Burton. Heat nine had only three run¬ 
ners with Heathens taking the lead as 
Dan Greenwood and Harris earned a first 
home maximum of the night. 

Ayres recovered from being pushed 
wide by Hopwood to take heat 10. Bowen 
blasted to another comfortable win but 
Perry jetted up the inside to go from 
fourth to second on lap one to ensure 
another 3-3. Cradley seized control when 
Burton got to the front and Greenwood’s 
battle with Hopwood for second came 
to a premature end as the Kent charger 
packed up. 

Eight ahead into heat 13, the hosts were 
handed a boost when Stoneman was sent 
back 15 metres. Bowen split Perry and 
Ayres but the result was all but sealed by 
the heat advantage. Thomas’s flying start 
gave the visitors hope of a consolation 
point but that was dashed by Bowen’s fall. 


hard-fought win 


Danny Ayres took a comfortable opening victory 


Solid Stour 
display for 
second place 

A SOLID all-round team performance 
from Stourbridge led to a convincing 
victory over Millford Hall by a massive 
143 run margin. 

The win propels them up to second 
place in Division three of the Birming¬ 
ham and District League, four points 
behind new leaders, Lichfield. 

Winning the toss Stour skipper Josh 
Banks decided to bat first. Openers Rich¬ 
ard Bradley and Harshad Patel again 
gave their team a sound foundation, 
with 53. Bradley was run out for 37 in 
the eighth over, with the responsibility 
passed on to his brother Matt, linking up 
with Patel. They did not disappoint, put¬ 
ting on 93 in partnership. Patel was out 
caught behind for 75 off Stuart Phazey 
in the 37th over with the score on 147. 

Zain U1 Hassan and Bradley continued 
to build the innings to 160 until Bradley 
was judged LBW for 39 off Sam Jeavons, 
one of his six victims, in the 40th over. 
Stour added 139 further runs through 
U1 Hassan (30) Josh Banks( 54), Jade 
Richter (13) as the main contributors. 

Milford openers Stuart Phazey and 
Bradley Nash smashed 53 off nine overs, 
well over the required run rate. Dominic 
O’Reilly bowled the aggressive Phazey 
for 39 off 44 balls including eight bound¬ 
aries. From the other end the speed of 
Jade Richter defeated Luke Ponder 
bowled for one. O’Reilly bowled other 
opener Nash for 11. 

Number four Premier batsman Za- 
heer Suliman threatened to take the 
game away with a six and a boundary 
but Suliman had to walk when caught 
in the slips off Jitesh Jivan-Patel for 13 
in the 15th over. Stour’s recovery was 
clinical with 96-6 off 22 overs. The home 
side resisted, adding 40 runs. Spinners 
O’Reilly and Mikesh Jivan-Patel were 
able to remove the tail once U1 Hassan 
had bounced out Davis behind for 41. 

Link tests mettle in 
Ironman triathlon 

BLACK Country Triathletes took on 
the local Ironman 70.3 triathlon at 
Shugborough Hall in blistering temper¬ 
atures which involved a 1.2 mile swim 
at Chasewater, a 56 mile bike round 
Lichfield, Burton Upon Trent and Can¬ 
nock Chase, followed by a 13.1 mile run 
around Shugborough Estate. 

Jon Link was first home for the club in 
a time of 5:14:42 followed by Paul Gam- 
ston racing off the back of the Lanzarote 
Ironman in 5:43:34, Richard Hancher in 
5:48:31, Tim Blewitt in 5:53:57, Cheryl 
Blewitt in 5:57:10 for eighth in age cat¬ 
egory, Matt Price in 6:10:35 and Pat 
Hackett who finished in 6:46:44. 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SUMMER 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, 
CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 
35 years year-on-year trading installing quality windows, doors, 
conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high 
quality standards and that we can offer all our customers total 
satisfaction on whatever you need. 


^ombourne 

Windows- 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


For more information Freephone 

0800 0858518 

or visit our website at 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 
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Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL Opening Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 




























